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Tim Matthews, writing in 1998, has related much of the following about flying military vehicles tested during and after World War II which resembled flying saucers and used early stealth technology.   His beliefs as repeated in some details here include that the 1-2% of unexplained UFO phenomena have been and are just such vehicles.   He notes that many World War II files are still kept secret though it is well-known that as the war wound down the U.S. via Operation Paperclip captured German scientists, and sent them to Fort Bliss, Texas, before dispersing them to work on rockets and other secret projects in the U.S. and Canada including Vertical Take Off and Landing vehicles (VTOLs).  
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The Flying Pancake 
The Nazi Luftwaffe or Air Force had needed such VTOLs for defending airfields from Allied bombing.   Matthews gives details about the V173 (later XF5U1 and still later a jet-powered flying pancake for the U.S. navy).   Matthews says secrecy continues today because of extremely important advances made first by the Nazis and later the U.S.  He notes there is a radial-flow engine for supersonic flight and great VTOL performance; electrostatics, being a revolutionary propulsion technology, could threaten the existing economy; a circular wing provides stealth ability and effective handling; and radial-flow provides maneuvers like flying edge-on such as if often reported about UFOs. 

  
Speculatively U.S. saucers, mostly used for spying, have increased much in size since begun in Germany; a 1952 CIA memorandum noted saucers might also be used for psychological warfare, so the less people knew about such craft of the U.S. and Allies, the greater the effect when they openly appeared for example in a nuclear war.   Incidents related to photos taken via a telescopic technique used by John Lenard Walson in 2007, have caused some wonder if such U.S. craft may now be in earth orbit or beyond and with missile and bombing capabilities.  

Matthews cites references for crediting much of the technology and information about UFOs built by the military-industrial complex.  He speaks of a Professor Heinrich Focke designing FW6, Fa223, Fa226, Fa283 and 284 model aircraft, the turbo-shaft propulsion used in today’s helicopters, a patented vehicle with enclosed twin rotors.  He notes the troubled AS6 (V1) built by Messerschmidt  partly designed by Alexander Lippisch at the Gottingen Aviation Institute and similar to the U.S. Navy’s V173 flying flapjack from 1942 and developed at Chance-Vought in Connecticut for STOL ability.  
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The F-117 Nighthawk or Stealth first flew in 1981 and became public in 1988.
The Lippisch Supersonic Flying Wing was said never built but perhaps it was since it is so remindful of triangular UFOs reported in the 1980s and 1990s, although the F-117 Nighthawk or similar craft could be another possibility.   A more advanced  XF5U1 was also tested.  German brothers Reimar and Walter Horten developed early Stealth capable wings.  In 1946 Chance-Vought similarly used metalite in circular wings.  

In Der Spiegel of March 30, 1950, Flight Captain Rudolph Schriever who had been a Luftwaffe captain and aircraft designer, said he and others at two facilities near Prague developed a flying saucer-type vehicle.  He said engineers worldwide experimented in the early 1940s with such vehicles.  He claimed a test model was finished in 1944 for flying it in 1945 but the Soviets advanced too fast.  However George Klein said in the November 18th, 1954 Tages Anzeiger that he had seen a saucer tested February 1945.  It rose 30,000 feet in 3 minutes with a speed of hundreds of miles per hour, ray-guided and with a gyroscope provided stability.  
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Haunebu diagram

In Brighter Than A Thousand Suns, Robert Jung says Nazi researchers produced the Delta (Lippisch and Horten, TM) and flying discs. They were built by specialists Rudolph Schriever, Klaus Habermohl and Dr. Walter Miethe; also the Italian engineer (turbine expert) Giuseppe Belluzzo.  The craft rose February 14, 1945 over Prague and in three minutes was nearly 8 miles high.  The speed of 1,250 mph doubled in later tests.  Soviets captured Habermohl in May 1945 after some testing had been done and filmed over a runway, the footage now secreted.  He worked on projects for them near Moscow.  Miethe later made similar vehicles at A.V. Roe and Company for the U.S. 

  Chance-Vought, builder of the V173 and XF5U1 prototypes, moved operations to Texas in early 1947 where many Nazi scientists had been sent.   In the late 1940s and 1950s there were many UFO sightings in New Mexico and on the West Coast.  UFOs were spotted around the White Sands Proving Ground where many Nazi scientists also worked. A report by Gerald K Haines and an Air Technical Intelligence Center report on Project Silver Bug declassified in 1995, showed that prototype saucers were test-flown at least before 1955 to see if they could be dispersed to reduce vulnerability to any possible future Soviet attack.   
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Flying saucers may have appeared at Groom Lake, Nevada, in 1959 or 1960, not operated by CIA or National Reconnaissance Office (NRO) but US Air Force Flight Test Centre Detachment 3 (AFFTC Det 3).  AFFTC has its headquarters at Edwards Air Force Base, formerly Muroc Field.   Miethe mostly worked for the USAF although sub-contracted to AVRO, a possible cover.  It was deliberately made known that the U.S. was building a saucer-like vehicle, the AVROCAR hovercraft that was a flop, while the military actually worked on more advanced craft.
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John Carver Meadows Frost, British and Canadian aircraft designer, demonstrating the Coanda Effect

The AVROCAR was designed in Canada; most flights made in the U.S.   Canadian saucers were mentioned in some early 1950s newspaper articles and books including Donald Keyhoe’s popular 1953 book Flying Saucers From Outer Space.   A June 14th 1955 (Volume 19) issue of Look showed a design study for a flying saucer from Thomas Turner, British aeronautical engineer with Republic Aviation Corporation.  
Turner’s proposed UFO closely resembled the ATIC aircraft, the Coanda effect, put a pilot in a prone position for high acceleration and quick turns, and positioned such craft inside underground facilities with sealed and camoflauged entrances.  Such secret bases would be dispersed in remote parts of the U.S. (e.g. Washington State), possibly Canada (e.g. Calgary area) and the U.K. (Scotland), with the vehicles used sometimes for spying and shifted about unmarked at night.
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The AVROCAR is on the left; on the right is the Y2.

George A. Flier (Majorstar@aol.com) says witnesses saw disc-type aircraft in hangars at the AVRO-Canada facilities near Malton, Ontario.  These other craft had no connection with the AVROCAR but were guarded by USAF personnel.
Bill Rose has had information that Area 51’s Papoose Lake was where much testing has been done on saucer prototypes.  Archaeologist-historian Jerry Freeman wrote in the Las Vegas Sun of secretly entering there at twilight then reaching Papoose Dry Lake after several days where he spotted a security vehicle, hidden S4 facilities, and some kind of door opening in the rock face. 

Electrogravitics Systems written 1952 mentions that a Project Winterhaven was for validating the Thomas Townsend Brown’s Biefeld-Brownî effect.  It said a saucer could be the basis of a possible interceptor with Mach 3 capability. Creation of a local gravitational system would confer upon the fighter the sharp-edged changes of motion typical in space. 

  

Glenn Martin (eventually Lockheed Martin) said gravity control could be achieved in six years but would require a huge Manhattan type effort. Their report was secreted from public view some 35 years by Air Force Aeronautical Laboratories at Wright Patterson AFB, declassified and made available via Technical Library in the early 1990s. 

   

Another concern for secrecy is that the military-industrial complex that former U.S. President Eisenhower warned about does not like it being brought up that after World War II, the complex, as said, brought Nazi scientists to the U.S. and used them in NASA project etc rather than imprisoning or executing them.   Details about Operation Paperclip etc could outrage remaining holocaust survivors and descendants.  

When the details do come out the complex would likely respond that deals with the scientists were necessary because the Soviet Union was already using such scientists to try to gain an advantage over and destroy the U.S., the U.K. and others.  There are indeed reasons to believe the Soviets have also built at least some UFO-type craft.  Jan Aldrich’s Project 1947 has worked to gather information about early sightings and media reports, some being interviews from Project Wringer which after the war got information from military, industrial and other people from former Axis countries, Prisoners of War in the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, also  displaced persons with intelligence or military information.  

In U.S. National Archives Aldrich found where a prisoner of war at Camp 1 in Stalingrad, U.S.S.R., said he saw two saucers in May 1953. (10. SOURCE: EP 134892, Rpt. No. 5418-47758; January 19, 1954)   In the early 1950s the CIA concentrated on attacking UFO reports by doubting the credibility of witnesses although it has admitted it knew saucer prototypes were being built.   The CIA may have misled the public, often directing UFO information requests to the Air Technical Intelligence Centre (ATIC) at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base. 

  

Meanwhile the ATIC/WADC worked on Silver Bug and possibly activities. In March 1952 Project Grudge was downgraded, called Blue Book and headquartered at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base.   Blue Book investigators could not explain away about 701 of 12,918 sightings they investigated. Project Blue Book was also downgraded, according to David Jacobs, after September 1953 and also Air Force regulation 200-2 said local Air Force base commanders could only discuss sightings if they had been solved and others should be classified. 

Project Blue Book Special Report Number 14, dated May 5th, 1955 and released in October said it did not believe flying saucers had overflown the U.S.  In reality the CIA knew the British and Canadians were experimenting with flying saucers.  Project Y was a Canadian-British-US operation to make a flying-saucer-type aircraft, and the CIA worried the Soviets were testing similar devices.   

George A. Filer (Majorstar@aol.com) has noted that when Senator Russell and his party saw a flying disc during a trip to the USSR in 1955, military intelligence personnel swept their highly credible sighting under the carpet.  Possibly the Soviets deliberately displayed their own craft as a signal they did not buy the CIA’s story and wanted the U.S. government to have an idea of what they could do by then.  
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The first Avrocar at the Avro factory being prepared in Malton in 1959.
Tim Matthews’ thesis seems thoughtful.  However it does not address the numerous reports of UFOs that also come from before the 1930s far back in the 1800s, 1700s and centuries even milleniums before then.
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