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Six years before the Roswell, New Mexico, UFO event occurred July 7, 1947, there was a UFO incident it is believed about late April 1941, during warm weather, near Cape Girardeau, Missouri.

At around 9:30 p.m., Reverend William Huffman, the pastor of the Red Star Baptist Church, got a phone call at his home at 1530 Main Street, from the police department asking if he would be willing to be driven out to what was thought to be site of an airplane crash in case a minister was needed there. 

They picked him up in a non-police car, and he was taken to a forested area about 13 to 15 miles out of Cape Girardeau, south toward Sikeston, Missouri.   

They got out and walked about a quarter of a mile to where they could see fire burning.  Instead of seeing dead people by an airplane, he saw what he believed were a few people living in the area, a local newspaper photographer, fire department personnel, and already a few military men.  It was mentioned that there had been a fireball seen before the crash, and there had been a field fire.

There were no human bodies at the scene.  However, there were the bodies of at least three small-framed Extra-terrestrials lying on the ground, and there was also their saucer-shaped spaceship.  
Each ET was gray, hairless, about four feet tall, had a large head, two extra large vertically oval, slightly slanted eyes covering much of the face area.   The eyes were dark and expressionless.  Their mouths had no lips and were like slits.  There was no nose protruding but there were two nostrils where a human’s would be but very small, more like dots.  The ETs’ bodies looked soft without any real bone structure, remindful of the soft structuring of an octopus.  No ears, if there were any, protruded from the sides of their heads.

They appeared to wear suits of what may have been or looked like crinkled, soft aluminum foil, or this may even have been part of their own skin.  The arms were longer than those a human.  The hands were long with fewer than five quite elongated fingers on each hand, possibly just three each.  There were no discernible male or female parts of their bodies, no manner of buttons or zippers.  Neck and face were at least somewhat lighter than other areas.

Two of the ETs’ bodies were lying on the ground where thrown out close to their spaceship, the third ET’s body was farther away from it.  Invited to go up to and minister to the ETs, he first went to the two closest to the craft but found that they were already dead.  When he came to the third ET, he knelt, prayed, and looked upon the ET without touching.  However, the ET gave only a few shallow breaths then also passed away.  
William Huffman then arose, went back to the other dead ETs and prayed over them as well.  Next he looked more closely at the spaceship.  It was like a saucer in shape, of a metallic color, had no seams.  One part of it had been broken open so that he could walk up and peer inside.  The contents included a small metal chair, gauges and dials as well as a form of writing that resembled ancient Egyptian hieroglyphics.  

Members of the U.S. military and possibly FBI soon arrived, closed off the area and began removing all evidence of the crash.  They swore the minister and others at the site to secrecy saying things like, “This did not happen.  You did not see this.  This is enormous national security.  You’re not to ever speak of it again.”

William Huffman was an honorable man, but what he had seen was so stunning that he returned home shook up and in a semi-state of shock, told what he had seen to a son, his wife Floy and a brother who were there, though they too had to promise to not make the information public.  

Only a few weeks after being at the UFO crash site, the Reverend William Huffman was also given a photo that a local photographer had taken.  It showed two men holding up a body of one of the ETs between them, although the photo was later loaned out to a friend and never returned.  The picture had been taken before the military arrived at the crash site.
It was kept as part of the family secret until 1984 when the minister’s wife Floy, was dying of cancer while staying with grandaughter Charlette Mann in Texas.  Charlette asked her grandmother to tell what she knew as she herself had heard only parts of the story while growing up, although she had seen the photo of the ET many times.
Also, some years later Charlette went to archives in Washington D.C.  There she got copies of a secret declassified document which proved that there indeed had been a crash retrieval in 1941.
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Charlette Mann has never sought financial gain from the story, and those who know her say she has always been trustworthy in whatever she says.  As of 2008 she was residing in Texas.

Some other witnesses who can or could cast light on the story are her sister, who confirmed the story in a notarized sworn affidavit, and the living brother of the Cape Girardeau County sheriff in 1941, Clarance R. Schade.  There are also Fire Department records of the date of the crash. 
Minister Huffman showed the photo of the ET a photographer friend named Walter Wayne Fisk.  However has said nothing about it, and it is said he may have been an advisor to a President of the U.S., which might explain his not speaking.  

Records exist showing Huffman indeed was a minister at Lone Star Baptist church during 1941-1944.  He died in 1959.
The story has been told in the Majestic-12 documents of researcher, Ryan S. Wood. (credit: Genealogical Research) and "UFO Crash Retrievals: The Inner Sanctum," by Leonard H. Stringfield.  Stringfield passed away in 1994, and his family has so far refused to release any of his files for other researchers.

Ryan S. Wood can be reached at 14004 Quail Ridge Drive; Broomfield, CO 80020 or via phone 720-887-8171; cell phone 303 941-9663; fax 720-887-8239. 

Another researcher into the Cape Girardeau crash has been James Westwood who invites contact from anyone who can tell anything even second-hand about it.  An address for him is 5608-34 Willoughby Newton Drive, Centreville, Virginia., 20120, and his phone number is  703 222-0978. 
Linda Wallace, a resident of Sikeston, Missouri, has also researched the UFO crash, and she found that Sikeston’s fire, sheriff and police have no records for 1941. Nor do records exist for the Missouri Institute of Aeronautics, and stories have been removed from microfilm issues of the Sikeston Herald around time of the crash.  
However one person spoke about “little people” who had died and were transported from site.  Another unrelated source spoke about a fairly recent visit by a former associate of the Missouri Institute of Aeronautics who said he had picked up the bodies of crash victims from the base, but when Wallace found the man he was staying in a nursing home in Sikeston and no longer coherent.
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