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VOCABULARY

This list of words is enough to help you converse at a basic level in a restaurant in particular.  So long as you speak clearly and use only very short sentences of about one to three words, you can usually be understood without having worrying about grammar.  Turkish uses vowel harmony, a kind of rhyming, so that some word forms or parts vary.
ah = pa,  eeh=meet,  eh=let, oh=no, aw=not,  ooh=soon, uh=hut uhr =approximately as for fur made by keeping lips rounded while saying ay as in day; ueh= made by keeping lips rounded while saying eeh as meet.

ENGLISH


TURKISH

EASY ENGLISH PHONETICS
a



(not used; you may substitute “bir” meaning “one.”)

agreed



kabul


kah-boohl

bathroom


tuvalet


tooh-vah-leht

big, little


büyük, küçük

bueeh-yueehk, kueh-chuehk
bill



hesap


heh-sahp

bread



ekmek


ehk-mehk

cherry



kiraz


keeh-rahz

chicken


tavuk


tah-voohk

food



yiyecek

yeeh-yeh-jehk

from



dan/den

dahn/dehn

goodbye


allaha ısmarladık 
ah-lahs-mahr-lah-duhk

he



o


oh

hello



merhaba

mehr-hah-bah

here



burada

booh-rah-dah

hi



selam


seh-lahm

how much


kaç


kahch
I



ben


behn

ice-cream


dondurma

dawn-door-mah
if



eğer


eh-ehr
juice



suyu


sooh-yooh

language


dil


deehl

man



erkek


ehr-kehk

maybe



belki


behl-keeh

much



çok


chohk    (also used for many and very)
name



ad


ahd

 name+my( is)

adım


ah-duhm

name+ your what?
Adınız ne? 

ah-duh-nuh neh?

no



hayır


hah-yuhr
not



-me-/değil

meh/deh-eehl
of



-in/-nin


eehn/neehn

okay



peki


peh-keeh

one



bir


beehr

please



lütfen


lueet-fehn

possible


mümkün

mueehm-kueehn
pretty



güzel


guee-zehl

restaurant


restoran/lokanta

rehs-toh-rahn/loh-kahn-tah

salad



salata


sah-lah-tah
she



o


oh

speak



konuşmak

koh-noohsh-mahk
that



o


oh

the



(not used; you may substitute words such as “this” or “that”)

there



orada


oh-rah-dah

this



bu


booh

to



-/e/ya/ye


ah/eh/yah/yeh

two



iki


eeh-keeh

understand


anlamak

ahn-lah-mahk

want
(desire)

dilemek


dee-leh-mehk

water



su


sooh

what



ne


neh

where at


nerede


neh-reh-deh

with



-lı/li/lu/lü

-luh/leeh/ooh/lueh
yes



evet


eh-veht

you



sen


sehn

your                                        senin


sehn-eehn
TURKISH GRAMMAR

To speak a simple or pidgin version of Turkish you can simply use the vocabulary; but here are some basics of the grammar when you are ready for it:
The infinitive or simplest form of the verb ends with –mek or –mak: görmek= (to) see, anlamak = (to) understand. 
As in English the adjective or adverb goes before the modified noun or verb; for example: big house; very good. 
Unlike in English the direct object goes before the verb with its subject ending; for example: “Salad like+I” for “I like salad.” 
Unlike English prepositions are postpositions, that is they go after their subject; for example: “town to” instead of “to town.” 
Unlike English there is no definite article “a/an” and no definite article “the” although you may substitute words such as “one” and “that” or “this.” 
Unlike English forms of “to be” are not used; for example: “I man” is used for “I am a man.”  
The common plural ending is –ler or –lar.
NOW LET’S EAT TURKISH!

Köfte (Meat Balls)

Finely crumble two slices of stale but not dried wheat bread into a food processor bowl.  Mix with it a pound of ground lamb and an egg.  Also add a little salt, pepper, cumin, allspice dried mint, garlic, parsley, just enough to suit your taste.  Roll into small meatballs or patties.  Heat the oil in a heavy skillet, and fry the balls or patties until cooked through and evenly browned.  Drain.  You may serve with rice or pita, yogurt or tahini sauce.

TURKISH SOURDOUGH SOUP

Boil water and a tablespoon of olive oil.  Add one-half cup of tarhana (sourdough including tomato and onion) and and stir continuously about 20 minutes.  Add to taste a little tomato paste, salt, grated romano cheese and butter.

TURKISH ONION SALAD
Soak a thinly sliced onion in hot water for about 5 minutes. Drain and put the slices on a paper towel then blot dry.   Mix the onions in a bowl with extra-virgin olive oil and a little salt. Some also add black pepper, lemon juice and or ground sumac which you can purchase from a Turkish food supply source. 

TURKISH CABBAGE SALAD

Wash a cabbage, get rid of any bad part, then slice what remains thinly.  Mix it with sliced carrots, a little salt, pepper, olive oil and vinegar or lemon juice in a bowl.   Some also like to add a little parsley or spinach leaves.
IN A RESTAURANT 
Hi.  Hello.




Hi.  Hello.
Selam.  Merhaba.

English speak able?  Evet veya hayir?
Can you speak English?

Ingilizce konuşur musunuz? 
No.  Much/Very little English knowingI.
No.  I know very little English.
Hayır.  Çok az Ingilizce biliyorum.

English “apple” what called?

How do you say “apple” in English?
Ingilizce "elma" nasıl denir?

KnowingnotI.




I don’t know.

Bilmiyorum.

You understandingnotI.


I don’t understand you.
Sizi anlamıyorum.

Your name what?



What’s your name?

Senin adın ne? 

My name Mine.



My name is Mine.
Benim adım Minet. 

My name Murat.



My name is Murat.
Benim adım Murat. 
Inside what there+is?


What’s inside?

İçinde ne var?
OK, that wantingI.



Okay.  I want that.

Peki, ondan istiyorum.
Excuse!




Excuse me!

Afedersiniz!

More yaprak sarasi and more bread.   
More yaprak sarasi and bread.

Biraz+daha yaprak sarması 

 HYPERLINK "http://www.onlineturkish.com/phrase%20book%20MP3/restaurant/restaurants_63.mp3"  ve biraz+daha ekmek.
Here.  Anything else?   


Bardak, fincan veya tabak?

Buyrun. Başka?
    


Glass, cup or plate?

Idea thereisn’t.



I have no idea.


Fikrim yok.

No thanks.  WantingnotI.


No thanks.  I don’t want it.

Hayır teşekkürler.  Istemiyorum.

Please that book give?


Could you give me that book please?

Lütfen şu kitabı bana verirmisiniz?

Excuse, toilet whereat? 


Excuse me.  Where’s the bathroom?
Afederiniz, tuvalet nerede?

Bye bye!




Bye!

Güle güle! 
RESTAURANT WORDS

apple


elma
bean


fasulye
bread


ekmek

catsup

ketçap
cherry juice

kiraz le su (cherry of water)

corn


mısır
cup


fıncan

fruit


meyve

glass


cam, vazo camo

meat


et (memory aid:  I “et the meat!)
menu


menü
plate (dish)

tabak, plaka

pie


turta  (Aid: A tort is a little pie.  Eat turtle pie!)

pilaf


pilav
potato

patates

rice


pirinç
soup


çorba
sugar


şeker
tomato

domates

vegetable

sebze

water


su
COGNATES

Many Turkish words are from the vocabularies of European nations and are easy for speakers of English and Spanish.  
bathroom

banyo (resembles Spanish bano)

cake


kek
cheeseburger

çizburger
coffee


kahve

cream


krema

doctor


doktor

economy

ekonomi
group


grup
ham


jambon

hamburger

hamburger

hotel


otel
hotdog


hotdog
lemon


limon

marmelade

marmelat

mayonnaise

mayonez

melody

melodi

music


müzik
name


nam (also: ad, isim)

pardon

pardon

pizza


pizza

police


polis

reservation

rezervasyon

restaurant

restoran (non-Western style restaurant=lokanta)

salad


salata

sandwich

sandviç

shower

duş (resembles Spanish “ducha” meaning “shower”)
spaghetti

spagetti
table


masa (resembles Spanish “mesa” which means “table”)

thanks


mersi (from the French “mercy” meaning “thanks)
tomato


domates
taxi


taksi

telephone

telefon

yogurt

 
yoğurt

A FEW GENERAL EXPRESSIONS

for example

örneğin
more or less

aşağı yukarı,

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY

archaeology

arkeoloji

asteroid

asteroit

astronaut

astronot

atom


atom

bacterium

bakteri

biology

biyoloji

chemistry

kimya

comet


kuyrukluyıldız
computer

bilgisayar
electricity

elektrik

electron

elektron

email


elektronik posta

energy


enerji

environment

çevre

experiment

deney

hacker


bilgisayar hastası
internet

internet

mammal

memeli

meteor


meteor

microbe

mikrob

microcomputer 
mikrobilgisayar
microscope

mikroskop

outer space

uzay boşluğu
physics

fizik

planet


planet, gezegen

pollution

kirletme

proton


proton
science


bilim

scientist

bilim adamı
telescope

teleskop

test tube

deney tüpü

theory


teori

virus


virüs
zoo


hayvanat bahçesi
zoology

zooloji

ISLAM
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The “Blue Mosque” in Turkey’s largest city and capital, Istanbul.

http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/9/99/Blue_Mosque%2C_Istanbul_2007.JPG
In 2007 Turkey had about 72 million people, most being Muslims in the religion known as Islam.   However, Turkey’s government is secular and for example it forbids women from wearing traditional Muslim headcovers in government schools, universities and buildings.

Muslims believe that  Allah or God  revealed how He wants humans to behave to Muhammad who lived in Arabic about 570–632.  They believe Allah also used other prophets, including Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, and Jesus. 
Muslims believe their Koran holy book is flawless, unchangeable and the container of Allah’s will while parts of Christian and Jewish holy books have been forgotten, misinterpreted, or misunderstood. 

Islam’s two main branches, the Sunnis and Shiites, differ mostly over who the proper successor was of Muhammad.   About 90% of Muslims are Sunnis, and Sunni Muslims are also dominant in Turkey.
All Muslims believe there is no god but Allah, and Muhammad is His prophet.  They also believe in angels, a Day of Judgment, resurrection, and a destiny or fate which is not fixed but where God gives free will to make decisions.   
Muslims do not eat pork or drink liquor.  A major holiday is called Ramadan.  They pray with head bowed toward Mecca four times a day.  Most are peaceful but in recent times a political faction of Islam has acted militantly against many nations of the West, but especially the United States.   
Political Muslims speak of conducting “jihad,” or a struggle for upholding and spreading Muslim religious principles as well as Islam law and government known as Sharia.   In Sharia, for example, the hand of a thief is cut off or amputated to discourage or prevent theft.  The ideal of political Muslim would be to establish the Muslim faith as the theocratic Kingdom of God over all people and land on the earth.
Political Muslims oppose Western troops in Saudi Arabia and at other Islamic holy locations, have called for the destruction of the Jewish nation of modern Israel, and they resent Islamic traditions being replaced by Western culture.
The organization called Al Qaeda (the Bridge) led by the Arabic, Osama Bin Laden, sent nineteen Muslim youths to hijack U.S. civilian jets and use them to kill about 3,000 mostly U.S. citizens.  This happened mostly in New York City and at Washington, D.C. on September 11, 2001.  

Turkey has been very friendly toward Western tourists, most of whom are Christians.   For example they come to see lovely scenery, visit Turkey to see the ancient site of Troy, Christian religious ruins such as the city of Ephesus where Paul preached, Myra where Saint Nicholas on whom Santa Claus is based wore bishop’s red and gave a gifts to the poor, and Mount Ararat where some believe the ruins of Noah’s ark may still be.
LEARN MORE
http://www.learningpracticalturkish.com/turkish-food.html#salad%20three  http://www.turkishlanguage.co.uk/pf.htm
http://www.learningpracticalturkish.com/turkish-food--pizza.html http://www.recipezaar.com/r/238 http://www.hazar.com/
http://www.learningpracticalturkish.com/regional-foods--izmir.html http://www.cromwell-intl.com/turkish/Index.html
http://www.turkeytravelplanner.com/TravelDetails/LanguageGuide/100words_lessons/index.html
http://www.turkishclass.com/dictionary.php
http://www.onlineturkish.com/vocab.asp http://www.freewebz.com/turkce/
http://www.turkishclass.com/chatMain.php http://www.turkishdictionary.net/
http://www.english2turkish.com/dictionary.php http://mydictionary.dyndns.org/dict/seek/translator http://www.langtolang.com/
http://www.kadifeli.com/cgi-bin/compdict.pl?HDDN=x&SS=email&SD=E
PHOTOS AND VIDEOS
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Turkey
http://youtube.com/results?search_query=Turkey+tourism
http://youtube.com/results?search_query=Istanbul+Turkey+tourism
http://youtube.com/results?search_query=Turkey+Myra
http://youtube.com/results?search_query=Turkey+Ephesus
