THE MAN WHO LOVED A GOOD TIME
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Giovanni Bernardone, also known as Francesco, was born in Italy in 1182.  A handsome wealthy young man, it is true that he loved to have a good time.  However, even in his youth he was also known for his sympathy for poor people.  
Once Francesco decided to become a soldier but then he decided to fight only for God and to stay married to poverty.  His parents Pietro and Pica and other people around town thought he had become insane.  

Francesco gave away all his possessions, traveled about rebuilding churches, preaching repentance, doing deeds of kindness and eventually some followers joined him in this.
Inspired by his preaching, women such as two sisters named Clare and Agnes gave up their life of ease and formed into a group today called the Poor Clares.  

In 1219 Francesco went to a city on the Nile River where Crusaders and Muslims were engaged in bloody warfare, preaching first to Christians then trying to preach to the Muslims who, however, captured him.  Their Sultan refused to convert to Christianity but he did promise to treat captured Christians better.

Francesco returned to Italy where followers had increased greatly due to other’s innovations, only some of which he approved.  In 1223 he himself originated the practice of Christmas nativity scenes and tried to get a law for feeding not only poor people but birds and other creatures.
After years of deep poverty and sometimes being homeless, his body was worn out, his eyesight gone.  Francesco was escorted home to the huge acclaim of those who had once called him insane.  
There he died in 1226.  In English, Francesco is now often known as Saint Francis of Assisi, his kindness to all creatures and the poor an inspiration to not only Roman Catholics but all Christians.
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