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By Mason Emerson

William Carey was born into poverty in England,  became a Baptist preacher who believed in sending missionaries to India though others didn’t.  It  cost a lot but he published a book in 1792 and gave a talk including Isaiah 54:2-3 to his peers on this. His persistence worked and  he and John Thomas were sent.   His wife Dorothy refused to go with their children but he persisted so she did. 

They lived in Malda seven years where he worked in an indigo factory and persisted in learning native languages although unable to convert any natives.  Dorothy’s mental and physical health fell after their son Peter died in 1794, but they persisted.   Carey moved them to Serampore near Calcutta to help newly arrived missionaries, persisting the next 34 years.  There 10 missionaries and 9 children happily kept things in common largely due to Carey’s kind demeanor and ability to see good more than imperfections.

The group set up schools, printed and Carey persisted in translating Bible books into Bengali, Sanskrit and other languages.   Self-educated, his spelling was bad so he often re-wrote entire works and was even made Professor of Oriental Languages at Ft William College in Calcutta.  He used the income to help his peers who in a year had a first convert.  He urged training natives to preach to others so by 1818 there were 600 converts and thousands attending.

In 1807 Dorothy died and despite objections from peers, he married bright Lady Charlotte Rumohr of Danish royalty who brought him great happiness.  In 1812 much material he had translated burnt in a fire, but he persisted and re-did it.  In 1819 Carey founded Serampore College for native church planters and evangelists.   After Charlotte died he married younger Grace Hughes who cared for him during frequent sicknesses.  

Missionaries came who opposed communal living so in 1826 Carey’s group seceded till the Baptist Committee in England refused to finance Carey’s group.  At that point they swallowed their pride and re-affiliated.  At death in 1834 his ministerial and educational efforts had decreased the natives’ burning of widows alive and the killing of infants.  His efforts had also inspired similar missions to many other lands.  Carey said his secret to success was not wealth, power or money but what anyone can have if they just will....  yes, plain old persistence. 
