THE APOSTLE THOMAS
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Legends say the apostle Thomas was a carpenter or a builder who after Christ's resurrection also preached in India where he founded churches before being slain in southern India, some say near Chennai which has also been called Madras.  In fact many Christians in India insist he definitely was there and one of their ancient churches has his name. 

In the Arabian Sea south of Yemen is the island of Socotra.  An ancient letter tells of Christians already being there about 354 A.D.  In 1542 Christians there told Saint Francis Xavier that their ancestors had been converted to Christianity by Thomas.   It is also possible that at some point, perhaps after arriving and preaching in India, he or those helping him also preached to people in Syria and Persia.
Bible accounts show the personality of Thomas including his zeal and frankness.   For example, when Jesus said he was going back to Judea to visit Lazarus, "Thomas" called Didymus or the twin, eagerly told his fellow disciples, "Let’s go too even if we may die with him!" (John 11:16).   Before the Last Supper he honestly and to the point said “Lord, we don’t know where you’re going to; and how can we know the way?" (John 14:5).  

And when the other apostles told him that Christ had been resurrected, Thomas responded “If I don’t see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into his side, then I won’t believe it." (John 20:25)   

After Christ returned eight days later, Thomas touched his wounds and said "'My Lord and my God!”  Christ answered "You have believed because you’ve seen me, Thomas; blessed are those who haven’t seen and yet believed." (John 20:29).
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