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David Zeisberger was born in Moravia, now the eastern part of the Czech Republic, in 1721 and joined the Church of the Unity of the Brethren or Moravian Church.  Inspired by Christ and the apostles, he bravely left Europe for North America in the 1740s and by the 1760s had gone to live among Native Americans of the Delaware nation in Pennsylvania.  By stressing the practicality of Christianity he won many converts.

In 1772 he moved with Delaware into Ohio after Whites greedy for land pushed them west.  There he helped to successfully establish a village called Schoenbrunn where Delaware who became Christians received Christians names used by Whites and lived as the Whites.  He later helped them build Gnadenhutten and Lichtenau, much supported by chief Netawatwees who however died in 1776.  

The Christian Delawares, had to worry about attacks from non-Christian Delaware and the warring Whites, and in 1776 Hurons removed them from Schoenbrunn.  In 1781 the British arrested David Zeisberger and an assistant until convinced they actually were pacifist neutrals.  When about 140 Christian Delaware returned for corn around Schoenbrunn they were massacred by Whites who also burnt their villages.  

David Zeisberger led them north to Canada where they built Fairfield.  After invading American Whites burnt them out during the War of 1812, they moved to near Oxford in Ontario province.  Today 11,000 live in Oklahoma.

David went on to spearhead more villages for Christian Native Americans in northern Ohio and Michigan before dying in 1808.  His efforts not only brought many Delaware to Christianity but also many of the Munsee and Mahican peoples. Other Moravian missionaries converted many Cherokee to Christianity.   

