SABERTOOTHS
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The names Saber-toothed cat, sabertooth, and saber-toothed tiger describe different types or species of large animals in the cat family that had large teeth and are now extinct.   Some species existed as long ago as 36 million years; all had become extinct a few thousand years ago.

Perhaps best known are Smilodons which lived in North and South America from three million years ago to about 10,000 years ago.  Their large teeth extended from the mouth when the mouth was closed.  

Smilodons probably lived mostly in grasslands and pine forests with rocky soil where most of their fossils are found.  Adults weighed from about 55 to 360 kilograms, had a short tail, strong legs and neck.   Smilodons were only a little smaller than a lion, about 4-5 feet long.  
They probably killed and ate deer, bison, elk, American camels, ground sloths, horses, young mammoths and mastodons.   From throat bones we know they could roar.  Holes in their bones indicate they sometimes bit each other, perhaps fighting over food or mates.
The teeth of the largest smilodon, the Smilodon populator, were about 17 centimeters (7 inches) long.  Although  large, their teeth probably did not bite as strongly as the teeth of modern large cats.  
For example, a smilodon’s bite was probably about one-third that of a modern lion.  Its limbs were relatively short but powerful.  It may or may not have lived in groups.

Scientists do not know why smilodons became extinct.  It had survived three million years in which the climate warmed then cooled again many times. Therefore, it is possible that human weapons killed too many of the creatures and or it may also have died because of viruses which humans brought.
As said, there were different species of sabertooths.  The Hoplophoneus  was only about the size of a modern bobcat or two times larger than a housecat.
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