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Most all Christian writers including this one believe in the Christian hope of the resurrection instead of the idea of cyclical reincarnation.  However, it is still quite interesting to compare and contrast the two as well as give some background on them.

To begin, it is written that as Christ was passing along he saw a man blind from birth. And his disciples asked him 'Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents so that he was born blind?'" Possibly the disciples wondered if the man had sinned before being born while an embryo, but others have speculated that perhaps the disciples were influenced by the idea of reincarnation, namely that maybe the blind man had been born blind because he was punished for having done wrong things in a previous life. 

Then at Matthew 17:12-13 Jesus speaks of Elijah's having come and suffered such that his disciples knew he was speaking about not the original Elijah but actually John the Baptist.  The reputable Jewish historian Josephus in Wars of the Jews, book II, Chapter VIII, paragraph 14 says the Pharisees, who were a Jewish sect opposed to Jesus and from whom the highly influential apostle Paul came, believed "the souls of only good people are removed into other bodies.”   So Josephus seems to be saying that they believed in reincarnation.
It is also known that before Christ's own birth Buddhism, which like Hinduism promotes belief in reincarnation, had penetrated at least as far west as Egypt.  Articles in Biblical Archaeology Society for 2001 tell that Greek Hellenistic or Greco-Roman culture had gone as far east as the Gandhara region of Afghanistan and Pakistan where its influences are seen in statues of Hercules, a Buddhist temple with Corinthian columns, and Buddha-images with Roman-like togas.  
These influences came about after Alexander the Great (356-323 B.C.) defeated Persia's king Darius III, marched his army through the deserts and mountains of Afghanistan's Hindu Kush into northern India to fight elephant-mounted troops before returning west and dying in Babylon.  Now, obviously since ideas could travel along with people from west to east, they could also go in the reverse direction from India to the Middle East.

Too, support for cultural exchanges between Christian and Buddhist areas came with the apostle Thomas's founding of at least 7 churches in western India beginning 52 AD, his activities attested to by not only local churches groups of "Thomas Christians," many traditions and buildings but also by Coptic, Mesopotamian, Greek and Latin church writing including by writers such as St Jerome and Eusebius.  
Thomas converted many who were Brahmins and quite possibly Dravidians as well.  Trade between the Holy Land and India predated Thomas almost 1,000 years to at least the days of Solomon.   Pliny (23-79 AD) noted abundant two-way trade and so did Ptolemy (100-160 AD).   
For example archaeologists from UCLA and the University of Delaware have found the remains of spices, teak, peppercorns, coconuts, batik, sapphires at Berenike a long abandoned Red Sea port near Sudan, only one of many such ancient ports.   The remains tangibly show trade via the ocean tied ancient Egypt and Israel not only ancient to India but also Indonesia, Thailand and Vietnam.

So, although there is no proof that the earliest Christian disciples and apostles taught belief in reincarnation, there are indications that they likely knew of it and theoretically it could have colored some of the viewpoints of some.   However, resurrection instead of reincarnation is the belief which dominates Christianity and it has done so as the Good News or gospel of the Kingdom of God for some 2,000 years since Christ even as proved by the many historical records.  

Unlike with reincarnation, Christians believe that upon death the human spirit does not transfer to another life-form such as newly born animals or other humans.  Instead human spirits go to God who can instantly reward them with life in heaven or else upon earth.  Some churches say the destination is only to heaven, other Christian groups and Jews have said upon earth, some say both, etc.  In any case their is no transferral of spirit from human body to another human body or that of a plant or animal.

Still, there the basic idea is that there is an afterdeath movement of the human soul, so in this the two ideas of reincarnation and resurrection are somewhat similar.  If God were to return people to live again upon earth "at once," that is resurrect them as newly born humans who may or may not perfectly remember their previous life, then some would say this is both a form of resurrection and reincarnation. 

Of course there is some uniting of the differing doctrine in that both offer the prospect of an afterlife reward which is a  continuing of life.  Also, the reward in both cases depends upon the people having been good enough during their lives so that God will reward them.  Christians, Buddhists and Hindus are all encouraged to actively show love by helping and showing respect for other humans and living creatures in general, although most Christians understand that the afterlife reward is not hinged upon lifetime works but rather is a free gift from God based on Christ perfect life then ransom sacrifice.
Essentially, with reincarnation a person’s spirit may be transferred from life form to life form many times over extended time.   Some would say that is something making it different from resurrection.  However, when Christ was resurrected he appeared in one body, later in another, then still another before ascending to heaven. 

It would be good to note that reincarnation is not a doctrine exclusive to ancient religions of India.   Many Native Americans and the Inuit have held that it exists.   It appears also in tales of the Norse or Vikings, for example the Edda, a love poem that tells of Helgi Hundingsbane and Sigrun who were reincarnated from Helgi Hjörvarðsson and the valkyrie Sváfa.  Sufi, a mystical part of Islam, teaches it.  Greeks such as Plato, Pythagoras and Socrates likely believed in it. 
Although modern Judaism mostly opposes reincarnation, some Jews do believe in it.  It is called gilgul (cycle) in Jewish folk belief, common in Orthodox Judaism, appears in much Yiddish literature among Ashkenazi Jews, and a few Kabbalists have spoken of human spirits transferred to non-human bodies.  
The idea has been in some Kabbalistic works from the 1200s, among many mystics in the late 1500s, and even Martin Buber (1878-1965) wrote stories mentioning people reincarnated in successive lives.  Some Orthodox prayerbooks called siddurim have a prayer asking forgiveness for sins in this cycle of life or in a past life.
To repeat, regardless of any similarities, the Christian hope is not reincarnation but resurrection, the two definitely do differ, and nor is there any contention being made that the one definitely led to the other.  However, as shown in the short comparison-contrast given here, both are views of afterlife with similarities and differences that are at least interesting to note.
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