DINOSAURS IN THE BIBLE DEBATE
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The Bible speaks of animals which in Hebrew are called the behemoth, leviathan and tannin.  Some have suggested that these were types of dinosaurs although the word dinosaur itself was not even used until 1841.  All accepted authorities believe dinosaurs went extinct prior to humans and that dragons never existed.  They discount and discredit for example that:

A 1970 newspaper reports that ancient bushman cave paintings in Zimbabwe include Apatosaurus (brontosaurus); cliff carvings at Hava Supai Canyon, Arizona, show dinosaurs including one like a tyrannosaurus; ancient dinosaurs found at Toro Mountain near Guanajuato, Mexico including one of a human with a dinosaur; a mixture of dinosaur tracks and human footprints found in the Paluxy River bed near Glen Rose, Texas, that was reported in the May 1939 issue of Natural History.
Continuing, Job 40:15-24 says behemoth ate mountain-like amounts of grass and had a large cedar-like (tapered) tail remindful of brachiosaurus more than a short-tailed hippopotamus which only eats about 200 pound of grass per day.    The Leviathan was armor-plated and like the bombardier beetle of Central America could eject gas fueled by hydroquinones and hydrogen peroxidethrough flames from the skull, making it what most Bible translations call a dragon. (Job chapter 41; Psa 104:25,26; Isa 27:1)  

Isaiah 27:1 implies leviathan may have been a member of the tannin a word some translations render as dragons.  Interestingly many dinosaur skulls do have unexplained skull chambers, and suggestions have been that Medieval writers spoke of actual dragons, or rather the kronosaurus or tricerotop.  

The Hebrew root tanan for tannym indicates an animal that howled or ejected smoke.  Some translations therefore render the word as dragon but others speculate that it might as well be rendered as dinosaur.

This article is a discussion, not an argument for (or against) the idea that dinosaurs existed alongside humans during Biblical or Medieval times.   However, it is interesting that the internet contains numerous articles on this same topic.

A LESSON FROM ROCKY MOUNT EVEREST
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A man was climbing Mount Everest in Nepal all by himself, hoping to become famous all over the world. 

About half way up the top dark clouds came and it was black as night. Ice fell and suddenly he slipped and fell back into the air dangling by his rope.

"God! Lord! Zeus or Allah or Who or Whatever! Almighty God, please save me!!!"

A voice came to him loud and clear: "Do you truly trust me even as did my Son, Jesus Christ?"

"Yes, yes, yes, I do!" He responded eagerly.
"Then cut the rope."

The man went quiet and said nothing. He supposed he had just imagined a voice. 
A week later rescuers finally found his frozen body, brought it down and spoke with news reporters: "Too bad he never cut the rope. We found his body dangling only a foot from a solid rock ledge on the mountain…"



When God's voice calls us, do we truly listen and act upon it?
Note: this story is one of those public domain hearsay type sermons that I’ve modified and retold.

HOW LARRY WALTERS FULFILLED HIS DREAM
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This is the true story of Larry Walters a truck driver whose dream was to go flying.  Larry entered the Air Force but his bad eyesight disqualified him so he decided afterwards to buy some heavy-duty army-navy surplus balloons, tie them to a lawn chair and float up into the air a few hundred feet, taking along a BB gun so he could shoot some of the balloons to descend.

The balloons instead yanked him up to eleven thousand feet where a passenger jet flew by and an astounded pilot called Los Angeles International Airport to report the man was aloft in a lawn chair and holding onto a BB gun.

Larry did not shoot any of the balloons because he had begun drifting over the Pacific Ocean.  He had been in the air approximately fourteen hours when a Navy helicopter came to rescue him, but the breeze from its blades kept pushing his balloon away.  Finally though it was able to get above Larry Walters, lower a rope and remove him.

On the ground Larry Walters was arrested but before being led away a TV reporter shouted out “Mr. Walters, why did you do it?"  To this Larry Walters calmly replied…… "A man can't just sit around."
Which should remind us all, are we just sitting?  Have we found or re-found a way to realize our own spiritual goals such as upbuilding fellowship, helping the needy, showing or informing others of God’s goodness?  Knocked down doesn’t mean we must always stay knocked down, does it!

Note: this story is one of those public domain hearsay type sermons that I’ve modified and retold.

JESUS CHRIST HELPS THE DEAF
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First, let’s let the scriptures speak for themselves: starting at Mark 7:31:  Then Jesus left the vicinity of Tyre and went through  Sidon, down to the Sea of Galilee and into the region of the Decapolis (i.e. ten much Jewish cities but with much Hellenization or Greek cultural influence).

32 There some people brought to him a man who was deaf and could hardly talk, and they begged him to place his hand on the man. 

33 After he took him aside, away from the crowd, Jesus put his fingers into the man's ears. Then he spit and touched the man's tongue. 34 He looked up to heaven and with a deep sigh said to him, "Ephphatha!" (which means, "Be opened!"). 35 At this, the man's ears were opened, his tongue was loosened and he began to speak 
plainly. 

36 Jesus commanded them not to tell anyone. But the more he did so,  the more they kept talking about it. 37 People were overwhelmed with amazement. "He has done everything well," they said. "He even makes the deaf hear and the mute speak."

Now let each reader of or listener to the above seek to make some kind of personal application.  As for myself, one thought that comes to own mind is that it shows that Christ didn't just help by talking to people, but rather he applied hands-on loving-kindness. 

True, today most of us aren't able to operate on or cure deaf persons, but there are many hands-on things we can do to help them and others of great need.  Concretely-speaking some could learn sign language or teach it, others might join and support any of the many organizations to help the deaf around the world.

Let those of us who are Christians not forget either the voice or the tangible deeds of our master.
WHAT WE CAN LEARN ABOUT 

LIFE FROM COOKIES 
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When five years old I stood on a chair to bring myself up to a level with my mother, Ossie Mae (Pratt) Emerson as she used to move cookie dough about into a bowl then upon a greased pan, making it from scratch then cutting it and transferring it to the stove oven on cold winter days. This experience I will always treasure as I enjoyed that we were side by side, sniffing and tasting her gingerbread and peanut butter cookies which sent me a warmth that only added to the warmth from the stove and my mother's dear love.

Then years later while in an old dorm building at College of the Ozarks and also during the winter, my friends Dave, George and I used to gather in great excitement every time our other friend, Allen, would return from having spent a weekend at his home. Allen would lug in an enormous sack and spill out of it cookies, cookies, cookies and yet more cookies fashioned into every imaginable shape, color and delicious flavor under the sun. Many were the times when we told him to please, please tell his mother a special thanks for these special treasures.

Indeed the only time I can think of when I ever took something without permission was --not surprisingly--when I'd slip into mom's kitchen as a teenager while everybody else was gone and grab a handful of her chocolate chip cookies.  I openly and shamefully confess that I wasn't a perfect child, but can happily say that I was an appreciative child!  

You know, the very Source of All Life and Existence, or God to say this in short, is every bit as much a warm-hearted Parent as my mom and Allen's mom.  Yes, our Father in heaven invites us to stand beside Him in the Kitchen of Life to sample His many cookie-like gifts.   And, if for various reasons we don't, then really whose fault is it?  Certainly not God’s.  Isn't it time to get active alongside God again? 

It's true that if we draw close to God, then He will draw close to us; or, as Jude 1:20 says "But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit. 21 Keep yourselves in God's love as you wait for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life." Nothing can keep us from standing closer to God and smelling "the cookies" of life, if we just will.

ONE WHOSE SPIRIT MARCHES ON
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Bartolome de Las Casas was born in Seville, Spain, in 1474 or possibly 1484.  In 1502 he went with his father to the large Carribean island of Hispanola near Cuba.   For military services there, he was awarded an Encomienda or estate which had Native American slaves.   In 1512 or 1513 he was ordained a missionary priest for the Arawak (Taino) Native Americans of Cuba.  The very next year he chose to free all his Native American slaves and begin working to abolish all slavery, believing that otherwise God would surely destroy Spain for such cruelty.  
Bartolome de las Casas went back to Spain for seven years to for example advocate that new towns be permitted in Venezuela where Spaniards and Native Americans could live peacefully as equals. 

In 1523 he became a Dominican friar and lived quietly until 1540 when he returned to Spain to lobby for New Laws which passed in 1542.  They ended the enslavement of Native Americans and guaranteed their rights.  At one point he had advocated that Africans who better tolerated working in the heat be used as slaves or servants instead of Native Americans, but he opposed this too when he saw its effects.  

Made Bishop of Chiapas, Guatemala, he returned from Spain in 1544, but he met so much resistance to implementing the New Laws that in 1547 he returned to Spain to devote his life to more effectively writing and speaking for Native Americans.  Published in 1552, his Brief Report on the Destruction of the Indians, or Tears of the Indians, further exposed atrocities committed against native peoples in Carribean and Central America lands.   In De Thesauris In Peru, he not only opposed slavery but wrote against Spain’s having taken valuables from the ruler of the Incas and Incan graves.  

Bartolome de las Casas also wrote a large work called Historia de las Indias, and he edited Columbus’ journal.  His many writings were translated and distributed across Europe, doubtlessly helping prevent other nations from committing genocide as much as the Spaniards had.  Some accounts say that his family had been Jews forced to convert to Christianity in Spain.  Regardless, Bartolome de las Casas lived his life faithfully as a saintly Christian who battled cruelty not with similar cruelty but the power of the pen and the fruit of his lips. Death came on July 17, 1566.  

Thus his mortal remains sleep unconscious in death, but his spirit has gained its reward and still inspires those upon this earth to keep marching on which is good.  In 2008 there are an estimated 27 million slaves worldwide, 800,000 in Nigeria, 600,000 in Mauritania, and 109,000 in Ivory Coast.  Surf the internet to find organization battling to abolish it. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Modern_Slavery
WHY GOD LOVES SINNERS TOO
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Since only Christ was perfect this means all of us sometimes harm ourselves or others with how we eat, drink, have risky or inappropriate sex, smoke etc.  (Ro 3:23)  That in turn means we are all sinners, not necessarily evil as when someone deliberately murders innocent people, although evildoers in particular certainly need encouraged to repent and not just by what they say but by what they do or don’t do.
Christ said “I’ve come not to call righteous people but sinners” (Mt 9:11-13) and backed up his words by sometimes doing things not socially acceptable.  For example his ministry helped non-Jews such as the Roman, Greek and Scythian pagans.  

His ministry also helped Samaritans, people who had left Judaism and so were automatically considered by the Jews to be “apostates.”  And it helped those Jews considered especially prominent as sinners in society since they were tax collectors and prostitutes.  For example he spoke to and taught a Samaritan woman at a well who had been with many men.  (John 4)   Not surprisingly, his opponents such as the rigid harsh Pharisees sometimes jumped onto his being around not only such as woman, but also drunkards and gluttons. (John 7:34)

All the same, Christ enjoyed visiting and talking with the sinners, again, such being what we all are, because he truly cared about all people and only in this way could he be truly effective in bringing many more to better a understanding of God for greater happiness. (Ro 5:1-17)

To become a Christian a person truly repents, agrees Christ is his or her master, and that he is the only person who can save one from eternal death. (John 3)  Yes, even after becoming Christians we still sin, even every single day, but so long as we also keep trying to improve, God loves us and grants forgiveness.  Why?  Do we really deserve it?  No, but it is because He does so in memory of the ransom sacrifice by his only born Son, Jesus Christ.
WHY STAY AWAKE ABOUT ANTI-CHRISTS
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First, what’s an anti-Christ?  Well, antichrists are persons who deny that Christ, the Messiah, even came (2John 7)  They teach against God the Father, Christ the Son of God, and God’s Holy Spirit. (1John 2:22, 1 John 4:3, 2 John 7).  They believe and teach that people should go beyond the teachings of Christ, pitting themselves against God in doing so. (2 John 9).  The apostle John said that if an anti-Christ comes to visit then don’t let him (or them) in or give a warm greeting. (2 John 10, 11)

At the time that John wrote these things, he also noted that many such anti-Christs (2 John 7) had already come and he said that at least those to whom he was writing directly could expect another.   From the descriptions he gave, the anti-Christs had been persons who went about teaching the Messiah had not come in the physical person of Jesus Christ.   Possibly they suggested that another person, religious organization, teacher, government or philosophical view would come to save Israel and the world instead of Jesus of Nazareth who had been a living man crucified in the flesh. 

Logically those who followed the Anti-Christs’ teachings would for example become or fall back into being atheists, become or return to being enslaved by superstition or the idolizing of statutes and objects of nature.  Victims of such anti-Christs would have simply gone on through the rest of their lives depressed, feeling hopeless and confused even up to the second in which they died.   This is why John said anti-Christs, whether friendly seeming or not, were actually harmful and anti-God.  Some may well have been Christians but quit, called Christianity a hoax then tried to profit by attacking and or  trying  to replace it.

Today there also exist and will come to exist more people and groups who claim superiority to Christ and Christianity in the broad sense.  Such say theirs is the only way to Truth, that theirs is the only correct religion.  As Christians we must stay awake that the sometimes appealing anti-Christ ways of such persons or groups do not lastingly weaken or destroy our own spirituality.
THE APOSTLE THOMAS
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Legends say the apostle Thomas was a carpenter or a builder who after Christ's resurrection also preached in India where he founded churches before being slain in southern India, some say near Chennai which has also been called Madras.  In fact many Christians in India insist he definitely was there and one of their ancient churches has his name.  In the Arabian Sea south of Yemen is the island of Socotra.  An ancient letter tells of Christians already being there about 354 A.D.  In 1542 Christians there told Saint Francis Xavier that their ancestors had been converted to Christianity by Thomas.   It is also possible that at some point, perhaps after arriving and preaching in India, he or those helping him also preached to people in Syria and Persia.
Bible accounts show the personality of Thomas including his zeal and frankness.   For example, when Jesus said he was going back to Judea to visit Lazarus, "Thomas" called Didymus or the twin, eagerly told his fellow disciples, "Let’s go too even if we may die with him!" (John 11:16).   Before the Last Supper he honestly and to the point said “Lord, we don’t know where you’re going to; and how can we know the way?" (John 14:5).  

And when the other apostles told him that Christ had been resurrected, Thomas responded “If I don’t see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the place of the nails, and put my hand into his side, then I won’t believe it." (John 20:25)   After Christ returned eight days later, Thomas touched his wounds and said "'My Lord and my God!”  Christ answered "You have believed because you’ve seen me, Thomas; blessed are those who haven’t seen and yet believed." (John 20:29).

LEARN MORE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Apostle_Thomas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Roman_trade_with_India
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chennai
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francis_Xavier
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Socotra
THE APOSTLE ANDREW
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The Bible notes that Andrew was the first Apostle.  He had been born at Bethsaida (House of Fish) on the lake of Galilee in the region also called Galilee.  Like his twin, the apostle Peter he was a fisherman at Caperneum where Peter also had a fishing boat and home.  Andrew had previously been a follower of John the Baptist, and he was also the person who introduced his brother Peter to the Messiah, that is Jesus Christ.  

Not the Bible but church writings say that  after the Crucifixion of Jesus Christ, Andrew also went on to preach in Asia Minor at least as far as Byzantium or Constantinople, also Greece, and possibly the Scythian part of what became Russia and Poland at least as far as the Black Sea or even the Volga River and city of Kiev in the Ukraine.    He may also have preached at Alexandria, Egypt.  
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A tradition says that he converted Maximilla, wife of the ruler Aigeates, to Christianity.   For this “crime”he was crucified at Patras in Achaea which is part of Greece.  Early writings say he was not nailed but bound to the cross.   A tradition mentioned later is that he died upon an X shaped cross now known as the Saint Andrews Cross after he said he was not worthy of being put upon a cross as Jesus Christ had been.  It is also said that he stayed alive two entire days and preached from it.
LEARN MORE
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THE APOSTLE MATTHEW
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Before meeting Christ and becoming a disciple, Matthew was trained as a Jew “hated” by other Jews for being a tax or toll collector for the Romans.  So he was doubtlessly good at mathematics as well as a good reader and writer, being also the author of the Book of Matthew.  The Hebrew name Matthew means Gift of the Lord, and he was also sometimes called by the Hebrew name Levi. (Mark 2:1-22; Luke 5:27-39).
Legend and a little history say he preached among the Hebrews possibly for fifteen years, wrote the Book of Matthew then probably preached around the Caspian Sea, some of Persia and in the kingdoms of Parthia, Macedonia, and Syria.   There is wide disagreement about his manner and place of death.  Some have said Matthew was beheaded, stoned or crucified at Hieropolis near what is now Denizli in southwestern Turkey.  Others have said he was stabbed to death in Ethiopia, not the Ethiopia of Africa but a kingdom south of the Caspian Sea.  Still others have said he died naturally as also did the apostle John.
An Associated Press report dated August 29, 2002 says an American archaeological expedition claimed it might have found where Matthews remains had been stored in Kyrgyzstan.   Matthew may have died of illness while there and been buried along the northeastern shores of Lake Issyk-Kul at what was one of the monasteries that he founded.  It was later flooded as were a number of ancient towns reported by early travelers from the Middle East and still known to archaeologists.   

Kyrgysz archaeologist Vladimir Ploskikh said that a fourteenth century Catalan map in Venice noted upon it the location of "a cloister of the Armenian Brothers where the body of the Apostle and Evangelist Saint Matthew is."  Russian-born U.S. photographer, Sergei Melnikoff, had previously said he found Matthew's grave near Issyk-Kul but at that time Kyrgyz scientists dismissed his claims, and he was called a mere sensationalist.
The account telling of his death in the then existing ancient nation called Ethiopia south of the Caspian Sea, says that there he converted the land’s king and wife.  Then the entire nation became Christian.  After the king died his successor was Hirtacus who wanted to wed Iphigenia, daughter of the former king.  However Matthew had influenced her to never marry but stay dedicated to God.  This angered Hirtacus, so on a September 21, he had Matthew stabbed to death at an altar.  
In any case, Matthew’s own life is an example for many.   He held a job which many other people did not like, even despised, but he did not let this harsh reality keep him from helping and preaching to other people.  By his example, no doubt many others have been lead to do the same.  Too, Matthew did not miss the opportunity to record his knowledge of Christ for transmitting to future generation, another good, practical example.   It noting these things, it is hard to not ask oneself, given what he had to overcome to accomplish so much, why should any of us let a difficult job or other circumstances hold us back?
LEARN MORE
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A MATTER OF TIME AND CREATION
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Some who read the Bible closely have said that although it is generally assumed that Adam and Eve were the very first humans for the entire planet earth, actually the Hebrew word “erets” can mean either earth or an area of the earth or land such as the Middle East.  This is not to promote this other view but to note it and some other related, interesting Bible matters relating to Adam and Eve.

For example in Genesis, God tells Adam and Eve that they will die in the day they eat of the deadly tree of knowledge of right and wrong.  Later we learn that they lived for hundreds of years afterwards, not just one day.  However this is explained as being because in Hebrew the word “yohm” can mean not only a literal 24 hour period but a much longer time, just as when in English we say “in Napoleon’s day” or “in the day of the dinosaurs” and mean more than literal 24 hour periods.  

Genesis says God created the sun and moon then later seems to say that He did so yet again.  This is explained by the fact that the two different Hebrew words in the two different sentences are simply incorrectly given by many translators “create.”   In reality, the first statement is that God created the heavenly bodies, and in the second sentence there is a different Hebrew verb which denotes that God caused them to be.  This being the case, it may be that God caused them to appear in view where before there was only a blanket of vapor or dust between them heavenly bodies and our own planet’s surface. 

ELIJAH 

Copyright 2008

By Mason Emerson

In Hebrew the name of the famous prophet Elijah is comprised of El (God), -i- (my), and Jah (Yah a short form of Yahweh).  Thus, his name means My God is Yah(weh).

Long ago Elijah told Israel’s wicked King Ahab that God was going to avenge the nation’s turning away from Him and killing many of his other prophets by means of a long, deadly drought.  Then Elijah hid where the ravens "brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening, and he drank of the torrent. 

Later Elijah crossed to Sarepta where a poor widow was on her family’s one last meal (12)   Because she fed him anyway, he increased her food and he resurrected her child (14-24).  Meanwhile evil Ahab kept searching for Elijah, likely to kill him.  Elijah then decided to meet with the king on his own.  

When they met, Ahab blamed Elijah for Israel’s misfortune.  Elijah told  him to summon the priests of the false god Baal to Mount Carmel near the Mediterranean, for a contest between their idol god Baal and the God of Israel (YHWH/Yahweh) while crowds watched. 

The Baal priests danced around an altar, self-mutilated and cried out for Baal to send down fire while Elijah mocked them for their lack of success.   Next Elijah built up an altar which may have been a rock structure, put a sacrifice upon it, doused it with water and prayed for fire.  It came down from the heavens, and it burnt up the sacrifice.  He told the awed crowd to go slay the priests which they did, and the then the drought ended.

The death of Elijah is also interesting. (2 Kings 2)  He and his fellow prophet Elisha went to the Jordan River.  Elijah rolled up his mantle, struck the water, it divided and the two crossed on dry land.  A chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared, Elijah was taken up to heaven in it in a whirlwind.  His mantle fell to the ground where Elisha picked it up, becoming Israel’s main prophet in his stead.
CHINA'S CHRISTIANS FROM 64 AD ONWARDS
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Both tradition and several early writers say that among other possible places, the apostle Thomas may have also visited China before he was killed in India in 72 AD.   According to modern Chinese in Xian (in ancient times named Chang-an) and records that are there, in 64 AD two Christian missionaries visited the even then densely populated city, but they died only 6 years later.  
Aronbius wrote in about 300 AD of preaching being done in China as did Cosmas Indicopleustes in the 500s.  Probably most of the early missionaries were of the Nestorian branch out of the Middle East. 

Many Mid-Eastern Christians were caravan merchants dealing with communities in Central Asian such as Samarqand.  Sea-faring Christian merchants probably also entered Chinese various coastal cities such as Canton.  
In 635 the missionary Alopen or O-lo-pen (possibly “Ruben”) worked in China during the reign of Emperor T’ai-tsun, whose mother was said to be from a Turkish-Mongolian Christian family.  The first known Christian church building in China is also noted in the Records of Chang An.   Many more records tell of Christians and Christian churches, sometimes persecuted and sometimes flourishing, depending upon different rulers.  
Between 712 and 781 A.D. new missionaries came.  One bishop was named Chi-ho.   Under protection of the emperors Christian monasteries were restored at Chang An, Lo Yang and in the different provinces.  Previously considered a faith that came out of Persia, in 754 A.D. Christianity was officially proclaimed to be a faith out of Syria.

In 781 A.D. a monument was erected in Chang-an inscribed in Syriac and Chinese.   It would be excavated in 1625  It had upon it a list of Persian Christian missionaries as well as a summary of Christian church teachings.   At the time Chang-an (now Xian) was the capital of over a million people in the powerful, prosperous Dynasty of Tang.
One notable missionary was Adam who was also known as Ching-Ching.  Although from the West, he learned Chinese literature and culture then effectively wrote religious works which incorporated classical allusion and illustrations such as found in Tao and Buddhism.   He was the main writer of the inscriptions at Chang-An but also translated many books from Syriac into Chinese.
During the 800s, Confucian scholars and Taoists became more influential and began full-scaled opposition or persecution of not only Buddhism but also Christianity, the two different religions being seen as quite similar foreign intrusions which taught confusing un-Chinese superstitions that had an increasingly negative impact on the nation’s social harmony and economy.
Government officials of Confucian and Tao mindsets disliked that fellow Chinese were not spending their work and material wealth such as gold and gems for the sake of their own families or the Chinese government.  Instead they were giving those items and their labor to build Buddhist and Christian monasteries.  More and more Chinese were also giving up their care for existing family members or even their previous devotions to royal duties in order to become monks and nuns.   Some who had never married were swearing to never do so in order to devote themselves to their Buddhist or Christian beliefs better or to even become and stay unwed monks and nuns.
The government officials felt that Chinese values were being confused by those of foreigners who also headed the new religions.  Therefore they took away wealth from the other religions including much land.   As well as possible, the government systematically uprooted and expelled Buddhists and Christians as well as destroyed their properties for a period of twenty months.  Then the religions of non-Chinese origins ceased to be so systematically persecuted, and more tolerance permitted afterwards, but the damage had already been done.  Christians, like Buddhists, could not operate as vigorously in the open so as to bring in more converts, and most of the regular Chinese people now also saw them as less than desirable, being non- or anti-Chinese.
Still, the main heat of persecution had halted and there were times on and off of much tolerance.  Although foreign Christians had to flee and thousands of native Chinese Christians had had to go underground during the great persecution, nevertheless, in the 1200s Marco Polo came from Europe and noted that there were Christian communities in at least twelve cities spread throughout China.   
Sorkatani, who was the mother of China’s Mongolian Emperor Kublai Khan, was also said to be Christian and to have taught him some of her faith when he was but a child.  This may help explain why this later Emperor was so friendly toward the Christian European explorer.    
The Emperor was not a Christian, indeed said he could not become one although he thought it the best of religions.  He said this was because there were too few Christians and they had no real power in China.  If he ever openly became a Christian, the Chinese would kill or overthrow him.
However, he told Marco Polo’s uncles that he would welcome the coming of a hundred Christian missionaries, and if those won enough respect from the Chinese, then he might be able to become a baptized Christian.  If there was a religion that he openly showed some preference for, though, it was not Christianity or the Chinese religions but Buddhism.  He was helpful and appointed Marco Polo to be governor of a province where he remained in control for three years.
By 1368 the Mongolian rulers had been driven out of China by the native Chinese.  Now more than ever the Chinese did not care for what they thought of as non-Chinese cultural or religious corruptions.  They saw the Roman Catholic church and Protestant branch of Christianity, coming from even farther west, as even more remote, un-Chinese and therefore undesirable.
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Jesuits and Dominicans also became active in China from about 1540 into the 1600s although Christianity was still being frowned upon as foreign.   For example the Jesuits Matteo Ricci and Adam Schall von Bell learned Chinese, converted Chinese, then translated into Chinese knowledge of things such as water pumps, maps of earth and constellations, works of geometry and astronomy.  They gave the Chinese an appreciation for Western things, and they themselves came to appreciate what China’s culture had to offer the West, some even feeling China’s cultural was overall more moral and pious.  

The Vatican has many documents that the missionaries transferred back to it.  For example there are publications that have many pictures for teaching Christianity along with simple explanations in easy Chinese.  A letter dated 1621 is from Japanese officials who were in China, and in it they praise Christianity.

Prospero Intorcetta published a biography of Confucius in 1687. In the early 1700s the Catholic Church was torn over if it was acceptable for Chinese to become Christians while continuing to also keep their rituals for honoring the spirits of ancestors and make offerings to the emperor. Jesuits like Ricci did not see these not as worship but cultural or social and political observances, not religious and therefore no barrier to conversion and baptism.  However, Dominicans charged that the observances were demonic and acts of idolatry, a barrier to baptism or being considered a Christian.  

Then some Spanish Franciscans persuaded Pope Clement XI that the Jesuits were wrong.  In 1704 they even ruled against the ancient use of the word Shangdi which means High Being and was for denoting either a person who is an emperor or in reference to God.   The Jesuits appealed what they saw as counterproductive extremism, but in 1742 Pope Benedict XIV ruled against the Jesuits’ view, thus working against the conversion of many Chinese to Christianity.  Then in 1773 Pope Clement XIV dissolved the Jesuits and when this much respected group withdrew from China, many Chinese Christians were slain and or had to again go underground.  Non-Jesuit Catholics remained in the nation, and they were not pleased when the first Protestant missionary came to China.    
His name was Robert Morrison and was a Presbyterian who came from England to the city of Macau on September 4, 1807.  Although it was difficult and even unlawful to do so in China he learned the language of the common people for later translating the Bible.  Also, in 1813 he was joined by the equally ardent missionary William Milne, and the very next year they made their first convert.  However, due to government threats against them, they with their families wisely left mainland China for Malacca in Malaysia.  Using this as a safe location, they taught Christianity to Chinese Malays and Indonesians, who of course were experts with the language and therefore able to go back into China (as well as Indonesia etc) with newly made Chinese language publications such as easily hidden Christian tracts and New Testaments. 

For example Liang Fa (1789-1855) helped Morrison and Milne with translations in Guangzhou, later moved to Malacca where he was baptised by Milne in 1816, then after being ordained, in 1830 he and fellow Chinese Christian Keuh Agong traveled 250 miles across China distributing tracts.  Liang Fa wrote his own pamphlets and books introducing the basics of Christianity to Chinese including one called Good Words Exhorting Mankind. (1832)  The book may have influenced another Chinese named Hong Xiuquan to become a notable Christian who, however, would practice the religion militaristically.
In 1839 to 1842 and from 1856 to 1860, there occurred two wars between the British and China which also soured many Chinese against Christianity.  These series of wars are often called the Opium Wars, so named because the objective of the wars was for the British to force the government of China to let it sell the drug opium to the Chinese.  Although sometimes used to reduce pain, the drug was highly addictive and seen as destructive to the Chinese.  Nevertheless, having more naval power, the British won the right to keep selling opium.

In 1844 there may have been about 240,000 Christians in China, mostly Catholic.  In 1901 there were probably about 720,490.  Most of them had been converted while the Jesuits were active or where the children of such converts.   On the other hand, while active in China the Jesuits had also become involved in money-making businesses such as the sale of silk, something that many Chinese held against them and Christians in general.
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Many Chinese felt that China’s government was too corrupt and, given the defeats by the British, obvious weak.  In 1850 a native Chinese convert named Hong Xiuquan, who had claimed that he was Jesus Christ’s younger brother, began The Taiping Rebellion which was a major civil war against China’s government that lasted until 1864.   His strict, religious-based government was called the Heavenly Kingdom of Great Peace.  This was a misnomer, for during the war, which Hong finally lost, about twenty to thirty million people died.   The war was, of course, counterproductive for Christianity in China.
Christianity continued to exist and grow some but it did not really grow until led to so by Ní Tuòshēng (1903-1972) who is better known in the West by the nickname Watchman Nee (1903-1972).   In 1921 Nee began learning Christianity from the extremely devout and humble if strict British Anglican missionary Miss Margaret E. Barber (1866-1930) who served him and others from a frail rented hillside house in a small village called Lo-Hsien Pagoda or Pagoda Anchorage near Foochow, Fukien province, from the early 1900s until death. 

Nee began as a Methodist.  Later he organized nondenominational churches across China.   Emphasis was on showing love by praying, preaching and helping people.   Bible tracts or leaflets were given away copiously and for free.  He and his followers sought to plant at least one local church per city or town.  The founded churches were not seen to be an “organization” but a “living organism,” the living body of Christ.
The Chinese government could not easily locate the groups to completely end them, only push them farther underground.  Nee’s house- or home church movement, sometimes called the Little Flock or Local Churches movement, was so successful that during the early 2000s some authorities estimated that there were about 50,000,000 Christians in China, most being Protestant and unregistered with the government.

China’s government has called Nee’s churches a cult.  It is not alone in doing so as some ex-members and experts in the West have said the same.  There are, for example, denunciations of Nee but in the West of also of Li Changshou, also known as Witness Lee (1905-1997).  He worked with Nee in China, later preached in Taiwan and then moved to preach in Los Angeles, U.S.A.   The publication called The Stream as well as the Living Stream Ministry have also been criticized.
Besides the many non-Roman Catholic Christians following Nee’s views, there are other sizeable or fairly well-known groups called cults by China’s government and sometimes also by Westerners.  Screamers or Shouters emotionally shout and roll their eyes about, such physical manifestations being rather similar to some Westerners in the Pentecostal and Holiness movements.  Some other groups are called The Disciples, Lightning From The East, Cold Water, New Testament Church, and the Linglings.
In 1938 the Roman Catholic church reversed its 1742 ruling which had been against the Jesuits’ view that it was not against Christian principles to ritually honor or show courtesy to one’s ancestors or a ruler.   However, the Jesuits’ view even then remained controversial until 1958 when Pope John Paul XXIII wrote that the Jesuits’ view spearheaded by the by then long deceased missionary Ricci had definitely been and is the correct model for Catholic missionaries.  This  has also helped Christianity grow in China.  
The Catholic churches are registered with China’s government and in some important ways under its guidance if not governance, which may, however, help to make it more acceptable to the government and Chinese in general, although still other Chinese Christians prefer the underground Protestant churches whose memberships, although not subject to any census, are still believed to be numerically much larger.
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