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By Mason Emerson

The Red-billed Quelea is a small songbird in Africa which lives in large flocks.  It is the most numerous species of wild birds on earth, and there is an estimated population of more than 1.5 billion adults.   Some flocks have more than a million Queleas.
 

Most Queleas live in savannah and steppe areas south of the Sahara desert.   Some nations with Queleas are Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Rwanda and South Africa.  
They usually lay two to four light blue eggs in a nest.  Males build nests of grass and straw.  Females incubate the eggs.  Young Quelea eat insects such as caterpillars and later seeds and grains.   Both sexes feed the baby birds.
 

Farmers do not like them because they sometimes destroy crops.  They have tried to kill Queleas with fire and poison.   Hunters sometimes kill and sell the birds, but Queleas normally live two to three years.  
There are few natural enemies.   A flock of one million Queleas can eat sixty tons of grain in one day.  It is believed that Quelas are the most destructive birds in Africa.
 

Most of a Quelea's body is brown to black, but males have red bills.  During breeding season the females have yellow bills.  Queleas are polygamous.  A male Quelea may have dozens of mates.
LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red-billed_Quelea
http://flickr.com/search/?q=red-billed+quelea+&m=text
http://www.iucnredlist.org/search/details.php/53237/all
http://education.yahoo.com/reference/encyclopedia/entry/quelea
RED-BILLED QUELEA WORDFIND
Quelea, song bird, in Africa, large flocks, numerous, species, wild birds, savannah, steppe, Sahara desert, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Tanzania, Malawi, Rwanda, South Africa, light blue, in a nest, grass and straw, females incubate, insects, caterpillars, seeds and grains, they feed the baby birds, destroy, crops, fire and poison, they kill and sell, live two or three years, sixty tons, of grain, the most destructive, brown to black, red bills, breeding, season, yellow bills, polygamous, dozens of mates
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ABOUT QUELEAS
Write your own essay of one or two paragraphs about this topic.  For example you could have some sentences very similar to the sentences hers, but you could also have some sentences for example about the topic in another nation.  The essay can describe what happens or tell why the topic is interesting.
Draw pictures similar to one or more of the pictures about the topic.  Include some words or sentences about the pictures.  Use the cursive alphabet.  Color the pictures.

Write at least fifteen words or three short sentences using another writing system such as 

Futhark (of the Vikings):
http://www.viking.no/images/runer.gif
Hierglyphics: http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/trinity/projects/egypt/alphabet.html
