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The Quinceanera is celebrated in Mexico and many other Hispanic or Latin American nations when a girl has become fifteen years old.  The word comes from two other words.  Quince means fifteen in Spanish, and anos means years.  
La Quinceanera se celebra en Mexico y muchas otras naciones hispanicas o latinamericanas cuando una nina llega a tener quince anos.  La palabra viene de dos otras palabras.  Quince significa fifteen en espanol y anos significa years.
The night before the Quinceanera if it is in Mexico a Mariachi band may serenade the girl.  The next day she is accompanied to church in a formal dress together with her parents, godparents, usually many maids of honor (damas/primaveras) and chamberlains (chambelanes).  The dress may be pink or any other color except white.   
La noche antes de la quinceanera si esta en Mexico tal vez una mariachi canta serenatas a la nina.  El siguiente dia ella esta acompanada a la iglesia en vestido formal juntos con los padres, los copadres, normalmente muchas damas de honor y chambelanes.  El vestido tal vez sera rosado u cualquier otro color excepto blanco.
There is a mass of Thanksgiving (Misa de Accion de Gracias).  Female members of the girl’s family and some friends distribute small mementos to everybody then the girl puts a bouquet at an altar. 
Hay una masa de Accion de Gracias.  Miembras femeninas de la familia de la nina y unos amigos distribuyen recuerditos a todo el mundo entonces la nina pone una ramille a un altar.
Next for the party everybody goes to the house of her parents or another location such as a hall or even outdoors for example at an orchard.  The girl dances the first dance with her father, and the dance is a waltz.  Next some other family members and her chamberlain dance with her.  
The mother may put a tiara on her daugheter’s head.   She may get a Bible, earrings or a ring and a cross.  There is a big meal, and some parties have a Mariachi, banda, salsa and other kinds of music.  People eat cake, give a toast or light candles.  The girl will now receive more responsibilities.  In some lands she may soon marry.
La madre tal vez pone una tiara en la cabesa de su hija.  Tal vez recibe una Biblia, un pendiente o anillo y una cruz.  Hay una comida grande, y unas fiestas tienen una mariachi, una banda, salsa y otros tipos de musica.  La gente come torta, brinda o encienden velas.  La nina ahora recibe mas responsibilidades.  En algunos paises tal vez se casa pronto.
In various nations the Quinceanera celebration is called a Quinces or a Quinceanero.  The celebration became popular in the U.S. during the 1930s.  Some Hispanic families now also celebrate when their sons become fifteen.  
En varias naciones la celebracion Quinceanera se llama un Quinces o un Quinceanero.  La celebracion se hizo popular en los EEUU durante los 1930s.  Unas familias hispanicas ahora celebran tambien cuando los hijos tienen quince anos.
Some say the celebration began with the Aztecs.  However, similar celebrations have occurred in many cultures including the Mayas, Toltecs and Quechuas.  In the U.S. there are also Sweet Sixteen Parties and Debutante Balls.
Unas personas dicen que la celebracion empezo con los aztecas.  Sin embargo celebraciones similares han occuridas en muchas culturas incluyendo los mayas, los toletecas y los quechuas.  En los EEUU hay Sweet Sixteen Parties (Fiestas para las femininas que tienen diez y seis anos) y Debutante Balls (Galas para las debutantes).

LEARN MORE
http://www.eastcoastyachtcruises.com/celebratory.html
http://www.nyfolklore.org/pubs/voic28-3-4/onair.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Quincea%C3%B1era
http://www.webdesignsofamerica.com/sfbayparties/quinceanera's.htm
http://www.mexconnect.com/mex_/travel/dpalfrey/dpquince.html
http://flickr.com/search/?q=quinceanera
QUINCEAÑERA WORDFIND

Quinceanera, Mariachi, serenade, church, dress, godparents, maids of honor, chamberlains, Thanksgiving, mementos, bouquet, altar, outdoors, orchard, waltz, tiara, a toast, aztecs, Toltecs, Quechuas, debutantes ball
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QUINCEANERA CRYPTOGRAMS
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