PTERODACTYLS
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Pterodactyl is from the Greek words ptero meaning winged and dactyl meaning finger.  The correct name for a pterodactyl is pterosaur which means winged lizard.  They became extinct about 65 million years ago.  

They were the first vertebrates to fly.  They did not stand upright, therefore they are not called dinosaurs.  Some of the best fossils come from the Araripe Plateau in Brazil.

In 2008 Xiaolin Wang of the Chinese Academy of Science in Beijing and other researchers found the fossils of an ancient Pterosaur, more precisely a kind of perodactyl.   
In the past scientists have found pterodactyls that had wings that were 6 meters or about 18 feet long.  However, the fossil in China was a small pterodactyl only the size of a sparrow.  It had no teeth, so perhaps it ate insects such as bugs.   

The fossils were found in the western part of Liaoning province in northeastern China.  The small pterodactyl’s fossils were found in sediments of the Early Cretaceous Jiufotang Formation there.   
At the time, about 120 million years ago, Liaoning province had forests.  Because the creature also had curved toes, scientists think it may have mostly lived in gingko trees.

It is called the Nemicolopterus crypticus.  The Latin scientific name means Hidden Flying Forest Dweller. 

The largest Pterosaur known was the Quetzalcoatlus.  Its wing was 40 times wider.
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