MOTHER'S DAY!
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By Mason Emerson

Independent from any prior celebration anytime in the past, Julia Ward Howe called for the celebration of a Mother’s Day in 1870 in Boston to be observed yearly for peace and women's suffrage.  She was also well-known as an American writer. 

In 1905 Anna Jarvis of Philadelphia reinvented Mother’s Day as a time to show appreciation for good mothers given by God after the death of her own mother.  Some churches and later the U.S. Congress backed it so that by 1914 it was a national holiday. 

The similar British celebration of Mothering Sunday originated from the 1700s although the details are not clearly known.  Today many eastern Asian nations have adopted the American version while many African nations have adopted the British version...


Mother’s Day, like Father’s Day, had no prior non-Christian origins, including nothing to do with any of the ancient Greek or Roman goddesses such as Rhea or Ceberus.  Besides which Colossians 2:16 says do not let anyone judge you about the observing of holidays. 
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