MICHIGAN
[image: image1.png]



wikipedia.org

Copyright 2007

By Mason Emerson
Michigan became the 26th state in 1837. Its name is from the Chippewa or Anishnabe American Indian word meicigama or big sea water.  Its abbreviation is MI.  The capital is Lansing but the biggest city is Detroit.  The population is more than ten million.  Major industries include biotechnology, information technology, manufacturing of cars and car parts; the farming of soybeans, corn and wheat; many fruit orchards, timber and furniture production, hunting and fishing.  
Major lakes are Lake Superior, Lake Huron, Lake Erie, Lake Michigan and Lake St. Clair.  Rivers include Detroit River and Kalamazoo River.   Mt. Arvon is 1,978 feet or 604 meters above sea level.  It is on the border with Canada, Minnesota, Wisconsin, Ohio, and Indiana. 
The state song is “Michigan, My Michigan.  The state animal is the wolverine.  The state mammal is the white-tailed deer.  The fish is the Brook trout.  The bird is the robin.  The wildflower is the Dwarf Lake Iris.  The tree is the white pine.  The state gem is the chlorastrolite or Green Star Stone.  The fossil is the Mastodon.  Its motto in Latin means “If You Seek A Nice Peninsula Look Around.”   
In fact it has two large peninsulas.  One is called the Upper Peninsula.  The other is the Lower Peninsula.   The state has iron, copper, coal and other minerals.  Trees range from oak to birch.  About 50% of Michigan is forest land.  There are numerous excellent colleges and universities. 
Professional sports teams in Detroit include the Pistons (basketball), Red Wings (Ice Hockey) and Tigers (baseball).  Michigan has more than 11,000 lakes, and it has more boats than any other state.
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The Anishnabe or Chippewa, Ottawa, the Potawatomi, Mascouten, Miami and the Wyandot or Huron lived in what is now Michigan.  The Anishnabe, Ottawa and Potawatomi lived in peace and were part of a confederation called the Council of Three Fires.  The largest group was the Anishnabe.  
The French explorer Etienne Brule came in 1662.  In 1648 the Catholic missionary Jacque Marquette founded Sault Sainte-Marie.  Michigan was part of New France until British soldiers conquered Quebec in 1759.    
About 21% of the people had ancestors from Germany, 14% from Africa, 11% from Ireland, 11% from England, 9% from Poland, and about 4% from Mexico and Latin America.  Many people of Arab ancestry live in Detroit.  The Upper Peninsula has many people who are Finnish, Dutch and French.
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Chippewa family; courtesy of wikipedia.org

MICHIGAN WORDFIND
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LEARN MORE

http://50states.com/michigan.htm
http://cityoflansingmi.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Michigan
http://www.lansingstatejournal.com/apps/pbcs.dll/frontpage
http://www.onlinenewspapers.com/usstate/usmichig.htm
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Michigan
