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The flag of Mexico; from wikipedia.org
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By Mason Emerson
Mexico is south of the United States.    It is large.  To the south of Mexico are El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and other nations of Central America.  Mexico’s flag is green, white and red.  In its center is an eagle sitting on a cactus.  About ten thousand years ago some Native Americans began to grow corn in Mexico, especially in the Valley of Mexico.  

Mexico esta al sur de los Estados Unidos.  Es grande.  Al sur de Mexico estan El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras y otras naciones de la America Central. La bandera de Mexico es verde, blanco y rojo.  En su centro esta una aguila que se sienta en un cacto.  Hace cerca de diez mil anos unos amerindios comenzaron a cultivar maiz en Mexico, especialmente en la Valle de Mexico. 
Villages soon began.  Some traded along rivers and the oceans.  Mexico is a beautiful country.  It does much business with the United States.  For example many tourists visit the nation’s beaches and the ruins of ancient civilizations such as the Mayas, Olmecs, Aztecs and Tarascans or Purepeches.  Also many Americans like to live in Mexico, for example in Guadalajara and the northern part of the Baja peninsula south of California.
Aldeas pronto comenzaron.  Algunos comerciaron a lo largo de los rios y oceanos.  Mexico es un pais lindo.   Hace muchos comercio con los Estados Unidos.   Por ejemplo muchos turistas visitan las playas de la nacion y las ruinas de civilizaciones antiguos como los mayas, los olmecas, los aztecas y los tarascanes o los purepeches.   Tambien muchos americanos le gustan a vivir en Mexico, por ejemplo en Guadalajara y la parte norte de la peninsula Baja al sur de la California.




Aztec calendar; courtesy of wikipedia.org
Mexico shares a long border with the United States.  On the south it has a border with Guatemala and Belize.   For almost 3,000 years it had many Native American civilizations.  Some were the Olmec, Aztec, Purapeche and Maya.  Many people know about the Aztec and Maya, but few know much about the Purapeche.  They were the only nation to defeat the Aztecs before the Spanish.  The Aztecs attacked them fifty years but could not win.  
Mexico comparte una frontera larga con los Estados Unidos.  Al sur tiene una frontera con Guatemala y Belice.   Por casi 3.000 anos tuvo muchas civilizaciones amerindias. Algunos fueron los los olmecas, los aztecas, los purapeches y los mayas.   Muchas personas conocen a los aztecas y los mayas, pero no muchas personas conocen a los purapeches.  Fsueron la sola nacion que derroto a los aztecas antes de los espanoles.  Los aztecas los atacaron cincuenta anos pero no pudieron ganar.

[image: image3.jpg]



Benito Juarez; courtesy of wikipedia.org
The Spanish and other Native Americans defeated the Aztecs in 1521.  In 1821 the people of Mexico won a war for independence from Spain.  At first the nations of Central America were part of the Empire of Mexico, but in 1823 they became free from Mexico except for Chiapas.  In the 1840s the United States of America captured much of the northern land of Mexico including California.  In the 1860s Emperor Maximilian of France conquered Mexico, but the people of Mexico led by Benito Juarez defeated the French in 1862 with some help from America.  
Los espanoles y otros amerindios derrotaron a los aztecas en 1521. En 1821 la gente de Mexico gano una guerra para la independencia de España. Al principio las naciones de la America Central fueron parte del Imperio de Mexico, pero en 1823 llegaron a ser independientes de Mexico excepto Chiapas. En los 1840s los Estados Unidos de America capturo mucho de la tierra nortena de Mexico incluyendo la California.  En los 1860s el emperador Maximiliano de Francia conquisto a México, pero la gente de Mexico conducido por Benito Juarez derroto a los franceses en 1862 con un poco de ayuda de America.  
In 1910 there was a revolution in Mexico because the people wanted more power and land.  Mexico has thirty-one states.  According to Fox News, in 2007 Carlos Slim Helu of Mexico became the richest man in the world.
En 1910 hubo una revolucion en Mexico porque la gente quisieron mas poder y tierra.   Mexico tiene treinta y uno estados.  Segun Fox News en 2007 Carlos Slim Helu of Mexico became the richest man in the world.

http://www.foxnews.com/story/0,2933,287936,00.html
http://news.yahoo.com/s/afp/20070704/ts_afp/lifestylemexico
MEXICO WORDFIND

Mexico, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras, CentralAmerica, Mexico’s flag, an eagle, cactus, grow corn, Valley of Mexico, villages, some traded, Olmecs, Purepehes, Mexico shares, long border, Belize, Chiapas, Benito Juarez, revolution, Carols Slim Helu
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LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aztecs
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mayas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mexico
LINKS TO SOME PHOTOS

http://flickr.com/search/?q=Mexico+City&m=text
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Cancun&m=text
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Sonora&m=text
THIS HAS SAMPLES OF MEXICAN MUSIC:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Music_of_Mexico
