MAMMALS
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To begin, whales, which live in the ocean, are the largest mammals.  The largest on land are elephants.  Other large African mammals are rhinos, hippos and lions.  Tigers and bears are also very large mammals.  Giraffes are the tallest mammals.  Cheetahs are the fastest.  Sloths are the slowest.  Bonobos resemble chimpanzees.  They may be the smartest mammals except for humans.  Koalas and lemurs are very cute.   Two mammals of much interest in Mexico are bats and jaguars.

A empezar, ballenas, que viven en el oceano, son los mamiferos mas grandes.  Los mas grandes en la tierra son elefantes.  Otros mamiferos grandes africanos son rinocerantes, hipopotamos y leones.  Tigres y osos son mamiferos muy grandes tambien.  Leopardos son los mas rapidos.  Perezosos son los mas despacios.  Bonobos resemblan a chimpances.  Son quizas las mamiferos mas inteligentes excepto para humanos.  Koalas y lemures son muy bonitos y amables.   Dos animales de mucho interes en Mexico son murcielagos y jaguares.

Mexico has more than 154 species of bats.   Near Toluca is the town Zinacantepec.  Its name means “On the Hill of the Bats.” Zinacantán in Chiapas means “Where the Tzotziles Live” or “People of the Bat.”   People from Aztec areas use the word chanacos.  In the central part of Guerrero people use the words quimich papalotl.  Quimich means mouse and papalotl means butterfly.  
Mexico tiene mas que 154 especias de murcielagos.  Acerca de Toluca esta el pueblo de Zinacantepec.  Su nombre significa “En La Colina De Los Murcielagos.”  Zinacantan en Chiapas significa “Adonde Los Tzotziles viven” o “La Gente Del Murcielago.”   La gente de los areas aztecas usan la palabra chanacos.   En la parte central de Guerrero gente usan las palabras quimich papalotl.   Quimich significa ratoncito y paplotl significa mariposa.   
Many people there think that bats are old mice with wings.  Vampire bats are bats which suck blood from animals and humans.  They live from Tamaulipas to Quintana Roo to Peru in South America.  Jaguars were sacred to Native Americans such as the Maya.  To protect jaguars in northern Mexico, there is now a preserve in Sonora, a state where ranchers have often killed them.

Mucha gente alli creen que los murcielagos son ratoncitos viejos con alas.   Los murcielagos vampiros son murcielagos que chupan sangre de animales y humanos.  Viven de Tamaulipas a Quintana Roo y al Peru en Suramerica.   Jaguares fueron sagrados a amerindios como los Mayas.   Para proteger a los jaguares en Mexico del norte, hay ahora un area de conserva en Sonora, un estado donde los rancheros los han matado frecuentemente.

