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La Malinche, as she is most often called, was born about 1496 or 1505.  She was the first child of the ruler of Paynala near what is now Coatzacoalcos, a region between the Aztec Empire and the Maya nations of the Yucatan Peninsula.   Teteotcingo, her father, was a son of the Aztecs’ Emperor.  The name of her mother was Cimatl.
At birth her Nahuatl or Aztec name was Ixkakuk meaning Beautiful Goddess.  However a priest of Quetzalcoatl named her Mallinali, the name of month she was born in.  
Mallinali means Coalman’s Grass, a fibrous type of Dry Grass or a twisted climbing vine used to build houses.  It is also the name of the twelfth month of the Aztec calendar.

A pictogram for the twelfth Aztec month shows a skull with Coalman’s Grass, instead of hair, used to give new life to the skull.   So in roundabout symbolic ways it may be understood to mean what or who helps to build a house, what covers and brings a skull back to life.
The Aztec Prince Teteotcingo had no other children.  He often took Malina to a river where he taught her how to read Aztec pictograms.  She was educated at the best school in Tenochtitlán and tutored by her grandmother Ciuacoatl.
After her father died her mother remarried.  Her step-father did not want her, especially after his wife gave birth to a male heir.  Both he and his wife Cimatl wanted to be sure his son would become the next ruler.

Therefore, they sold or gave her to Maya slave traders from Xicalango which was an important trade town southeast on the coast.
She was tall, strong, intelligent and attractive, apparently also popular with the people.  
To keep his people from becoming angry, her step-father told them that the body of the dead child of a slave was Malina.   Her new Maya master or masters in turn sold or gave her away to the ruler of Tobasco in Potonchan in what is now called the Yucatan of southern Mexico.

As a servant, Malina kept busy grinding corn, cooking and weaving cloth.  Belong long Spaniards and some Native American allies led by Hernan Cortez came to Tobasco and defeated the nation.  Its king then gave the Spaniards some gold, Malina and nineteen other women in April 1519.

Cortez gave Malina to Alonzo Hernando Puertocarrero who, however, went away to Spain.   Cortez then took her as his own property and gave her the Christian name Doña Marina.
Marina quickly learned Spanish and was Cortez’ translator since she knew Nahuatl or Aztec as well as dialects of the Maya city-states or nations.  She quickly also learned Spanish.  
She knew the Aztec prophecy that said the god Quetzalcoatl would return to end the Aztec world and begin a new one.  This may be a reason why she helped the Spaniards.

With her as translator and assistant to Cortez, they were able to make allies of various Native American Nation who were angry at the Aztecs and lead them to defeat the Aztec Empire.

Some modern critics have called Marina a traitor, but others say because she kept the Spaniards and their allies from completely killing all the Aztecs, she saved the lives of the Aztecs.  
Besides being called Mallina, Malina and Doña Marina, she was also called la Malinche.  The Native Americans often called Cortez by the name Malinche.   Because Marina  was constantly with him and acting for him, they called her La Malinche (the female Malinche) or also simply Malinche.

The Native American allies of the Spaniards and the Spaniards themselves were angry at the Aztecs for various reasons.  One thing that angered the allies was that they had to pay heavy tribute or taxes to the Aztec Empire.  

Another factor was that the Aztecs commonly sacrificed captured warriors, cutting out and eating their hearts etc.   Bloody human sacrifices along with cannibalism of the victims’ body parts repulsed and angered the Spaniards including Cortez.

They saw it as unholy and Satanic wholly deserving of destruction.  The Aztecs and Mayas it is now known were also sometimes practicing child sacrifice for example to please the Rain God.  
In 1521 the Aztec Empire was defeated by the Spaniards and their allies.   The conquistadores immediately ended human sacrifices and required conversion to Christianity.

The newly conquered territory was initially ruled by Cortez although Spain’s king soon sent others to assist him.  That same year Marina or Malinche gave birth to Cortez’ son named Don Martin Cortez, one of Mexico’s first Mestizos.  
In 1524-26 Cortez and his army went south to end a rebellion in Honduras.  He and his men would have been destroyed there but because Malinche knew how to speak Mayan dialects she was able to translate and the Spanish were able to return to Mexico City.
While in Honduras, Malinche met her mother who had helped send her into slavery as well as her half-brother who had taken her inheritance.  They feared what she might do to them, but she forgave them and told them that all had turned out for the best.
Malinche was always the favorite of Cortez, but he also had many other women at his estate and children by them.  In 1526 or 1527 she married Juan Jaramillo in central Yucatan.  He was a gentleman who wed her, one account has said, after drinking a bit too much.  

Regardless, they apparently were not unhappy afterward and soon had a daughter named Marina Jaramillo after Malinche’s Christian name.  Little is known of Malinche’s life after this, but it was probably spent peacefully raising Marina in the Yucatan.
Cortez returned to Spain in 1528 after political enemies had accused him of stealing gold from the king.  He took along with him his son Don Martin Cortez so that he could get an excellent education.

In Spain, Cortez convinced the king that he was innocent and more than loyal.  The king then had him to return to Mexico in 1530, and the king also gave him a title and vast properties.  
Cortez no longer had the headache of being the ruler of Mexico but got to build an estate and palace at Cuernavaca, explore along the Pacific north to Mexico, return to Spain again, and fight in a naval battle against the Ottoman Turks.
Meanwhile Malinche had died in 1529 or, according to a minority view, lived on until 1550.   Cortez returned to Mexico and died there in 1547.  
Their son Don Martin Cortez returned to Mexico in 1563 with his half brother, Don Martin Cortez II, who was regarded as superior since he was fully Spanish.  In 1568 the brothers were arrested for plotting to declare Mexico independent from Spain with Don Martin Cortez II as king.

They were not executed as some have said, but exiled from ever returning to the Spanish colonies.   This may have been out of respect for the memory of their father as well as out of concern about how the Native Americans and Mestizos would react to the killing of Malinche’s son since at the time she was highly esteemed including among powerful conquistadores in Mexico.

However, Don Martin Cortez, Malinche’s son,  already had two children, Ana and Fernando Cortez, who stayed in Mexico, and today they have numerous descendants.  Also numerous descendants of Cortez by other Native American women are still alive in Mexico.  
Even after death Native Americans in Mexico long viewed her with great respect and honor, calling her Malintzin, the –tzin part of the nickname showing the highest esteem.   For almost three years history books spoke of her positively.
However, in 1821 Mexico became independent from Spain.  Since she had helped the Spaniards, from this point on she was viewed negatively in Mexican history books.

In fact, nowadays most modern Mexicans think of Malinche as a traitor, a woman who betrayed the Native Aztecs to the invading Spaniards.   To be called a Malinche has come to mean to be a traitor to the Mexican people.

However, possibly in time more will again see Malinche positively.
She was after all, as named by a priest of the Aztecs, also Mallinali, the person who indeed helped to bring the crushed skull of the Aztec Empire back to life.  

Due to her efforts probably millions of Native Americans, including Aztecs, survived who otherwise would have been put to the sword; and via the revitalizing of the Mestizos the Aztec Empire was reborn as the great nation of modern Mexico.
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