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John Newton lived from 1725 to 1807.  As his epitaph explains in Christian witness: "John Newton, Clerk, once an infidel and libertine, a servant of slaves in Africa, was, by the rich mercy of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, preserved, restored, pardoned, and appointed to preach the faith he had long labored to destroy."

Once captain of a slave ship, John Newton quit the trade to become a minister now mostly famous for having written hundreds of Christian songs, and in particular Amazing Grace.  However, he was also a famous abolitionist.

For example he wrote the Bible tract or leaflet called Thoughts Upon the African Slave Trade.  He also encouraged William Wilberforce, a Member of Parliament to "serve God where he was" instead of become a minister with the result that Wilberforce fought twenty years to end slavery in the British Empire and succeeded.

As said, he is especially famous for having written the following:
AMAZING GRACE
(John Newton; 1772)

Amazing grace! how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found,
Was blind but now I see.

Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;
Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

When we've been there ten thousand years,
Bright shining as the sun,
We've no less days to sing God's Praise,
Than when we first begun.

Amazing grace has set me free,
To touch, to taste, to feel;
The wonders of accepting love.
Newton, an Episcopalian, married childhood sweetheart Mary Catlett in 1750. After she died he expressed his grief in the publication Letters to a Wife.  After dying in 1807, he was buried beside his wife at St. Mary Woolnoth but re-buried in 1893 at Olney.
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