 JESSE JAMES ERA NEWSPAPER ARTICLES

[image: image1.png]



Jesse James (left) with his brother Frank giving the secret salute of the Knights of the Golden Circle, a brotherhood dedicated to establishing the Confederate States of America
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Compiled here are samples of mostly Northwest Missouri newspaper accounts that by themselves or when read as a whole provide new insights or raise mind-boggling questions about Jesse James, those he rode with and their time period, an age when returned guerrillas, vigilantes and mob justice still held sway.  

 

For example, did Jesse James have more helpers than is commonly told, did he rob a train even before the Reno brothers,  pull off a huge robbery at Quincy, Illinois, (or some other state’s Quincy) and other places previously unknown or little known, get wrongly accused of robbing other places such as with the train robbery at the LaMine River?   Simply read and judge for yourselves as the primary sources are allowed to speak loudly and clearly for themselves with a minimum of helpful commentary.  

 

There are many more articles that are available for interested supporters of the funbooklets.com website.  Here I have presented only two out of thirty-three pages.  Most items on funbooklets.com are bilingual.  This one is, so far, only in English but I would translate it if enough people expressed interest and time allowed.

 

1861*

Missouri state troops surrendered to U.S. troops at Camp Jackson, St. Louis, yesterday.  When marched out a crowd and they hurrahed Jeff Davis, cursed the U.S. troops and hurled rocks.  The troops attempted to escape so were fired on.   Fifteen or so were killed and 20-30 wounded.  Killed were two ladies and 5-6 spectators.  Mobs roamed the city threatening Germans with death. (Kansas State Record, Topeka, Kansas.  May 18, 1861; page 2)   St. Louis had had many pro-Union anti-slavery Germans to come to the city from various German-speaking principalities.

“SECESHERS FLOGGED.”  This article praises the fact that Van Rogers (a violent secessionist) and W.C. Croff had been flogged Wednesday evening in Doniphan County, Kansas.  It concludes with “Clean them out!” (Kansas State Record, Topeka, Kansas.  May 18, 1861; page 2)

1863* - LAWRENCE

“THE ROBBER BAND.”  For nearly one year Lexington-Warrensburg, Independence and Pleasant Hill have been infested by these men whose favorite haunts are on Davis and Tabo Creeks, from the Georgetown road on the east to their sources and from the heads of the Snis, and the tributaries on the Blue on the west and the Black Water on the south.  This band is different from Quantrell’s.  Originally it consisted of a Reed, two Andersons (brothers), Griffin, Kesler and his son George Kesler who have left them.  Griffin was killed a short time since, and Reed and the two Andersons have been joined by a young man, who was partly raised in this town, by the name of Ogden, and a man who calls himslef Martin, from near Warsaw.  Reed is their captain.  They all claim to be southern men....

 

They are the men who killed Gaston, Barker, Iddings, Phelps, King, Myers and McFaddin... These men were outlawed in Kansas.  (Lexington Weekly Union, Missouri.  February 7, 1863; page 1)  This is doubtlessly in reference to the beginning nucleus of “Bloody” Bill Anderson’s guerrilla army which later included Jesse James.   The two Andersons were probably William T Anderson himself and his brother Jim.

A Mrs Shrewsbury of Steartsville, Missouri said that Captain Garrett of the steamer Sam Gatty was privy to the vessel’s capture.  A chambermaid, Mrs. Riley, had claimed that Shrewsbury was Jim Lane’s wife.  Rebels paroled a soldier on board but Col. McFerran slew 4 out of 7 of Pennick’s men.... At Lone Jack, Missouri on April 4, 1863 Maj. Ransom of the 6th Kansas Cavalry said he slew 17 and hung 2 of Col. Hick’s bushwhackers; burnt 21 houses of the men.” (Kansas State Record, Topeka, Kansas.  April 8, 1863; page 4)  A Garrett, often spelled Jarrett, also later worked with the Jameses regarding bank robberies, and persons by that name are buried at the Mount Olivet cemetery in Kearney, Missouri, where Jesse James is also buried.

JOHN B SHAW: The April 28, 1863 issue of the Richmond Conservator, Missouri, says on page 2 that John B Shaw will buy horses for cavalry.  In 1867 the James-Younger Gang would kill him when he was a mayor trying to shoot and stop their robbery of the town bank.

YEAGER’S BUSHWHACKERS ROBBED THE STAGE AT LONE JACK, Johnson County of horses and $4,000.  They later sacked and robbed Gardner. (Kansas State Record, Topeka, Kansas.  May 13, 1863; page 4)  Lone Jack is in Missouri; Gardner in Kansas.

“GEN. LANE’S SPEECH.” Speaking on the August 21, 1863, raid against Lawrence, Kansas, by Quantrill’s men who included Frank and possibly Jesse James: “There is no such thing as Union men on the border of Missouri where these bushwhackers stay.... I want to see every foot of ground in Jackson, Cass and Bates counties burned over – everything laid waste.” (Kansas State Record, Topeka, Kansas. September 2, 1863; page 1)  

Lane expressed this vehemence after Quantrill’s Confederate guerrillas including Frank and very possibly Jesse James had robbed and burnt down much of Lawrence, and the guerrillas were tying up thousands of Union troops so that they could not be sent back east to bolster federal troops there.  Also, the guerrillas had almost captured Lane himself during their raid.  Their anger stemmed largely from a desire to avenge themselves since Union troops had arrested female noncombatant members of their families.  Some female family members had recently died and been maimed when a federal prison in Kansas City fell in on them, some saying this happened because the federal troops had undermined the building foundation, others because the incarcerated women had been trying to dig their way out.

“THE CAPTURE OF JEFF THOMPSON.”  Jeff Thompson said he could have gotten away except that he had to destroy some important letters so was arrested by a Captain Gentry.  He was imprisoned at Gratiot Prison in St. Louis and had been caught at Pocahontas, Arkansas.... Another article called “Quantrill The Brigand” claims that Quantrill had killed his own wife in Cumberland, Maryland. (Kansas State Record, Topeka, Kansas.  September 9, 1863; page 3.  This quotes the St. Louis Republican.)  

 

The comment about Quantrill was totally untrue.  Thompson was the colorful Confederate general over Southeast Missouri, nicknamed Swampfox Of The Confederacy, and before the war had been mayor at St. Joseph in northwest Missouri.

1865*

DECEPTIVE ROBBERS STRIKE RAY COUNTY, MISSOURI RESIDENT: John Gross living near Crab Orchard in Ray county was robbed by Alfred Trapp, George Wolf and Jacob Bostick who claimed to be discharged from the 4th M.S.M.  They were arrested 2-3 miles east of Richmond by military authorities. (Northwest Conservator of Richmond, Missouri.  June 17, 1865)  M.S. M. stands for Missouri State Militia.  The robbers apparently had pretended to be ex-soldiers who had fought for the Union, if not having actually been such.  After the war many bands of robbers were ex-Confederates but there were also many who were ex-Unionists.

Clay County’s sheriff put Oliver Shepherd in Richmond’s jail after elderly Ray Countian Reuben Riggs (very pro-Union) said Shepherd had taken him from his house at night and abused, insulted and robbed him.  Shepherd had been in Clay County militia but then moved to Haynesville in Clinton County.  Some militia of Captain Rogers had cowhided him, and he went to organize a band of bushwhackers until their surrender.  Union men said the cowhiding of Shepherd had been a grave injustice. (Northwest Conservator of Richmond, Missouri.  July 22, 1865)  George and Oliver 

Shepherd became prominent in what many have called the James or James-Younger gang movement.  In fact during the war Quantrill’s men assembled from numerous small bands led by their respective leaders.  After the war the same sort of structuring probably continued although that of Jesse and Frank was most prominent, and other post-war gang leaders had good reasons to collaborate with them. 

NEW BANK IN RICHMOND; OLIVER SHEPHERD RELEASED: George I. Wasson opened a new bank.  He is well known and liked.  Oliver Shepherd is to be tried by Justices D.H. Quessenberry and Joseph Gossadge.  He was released on a $600 recognizance until the next meeting of the Circuit Court. (Northwest Conservator of Richmond, Missouri.  July 29, 1865)

OIL DRILLING.  An article notes that oil drilling was going on in Ray County, and this is interesting in that it shows how business efforts were still proceeding even in the rather immediate aftermath of the Civil War. (Northwest Conservator of Richmond, Missouri.  August 5, 1865)

1866* - LIBERTY

In this year one of the two Liberty, Missouri, banks was robbed February 13, 2002, thus beginning the post-war saga of Jesse James and his gang.

F. Cooley, Physician and Surgeon, Lexington, MO.  Residence—Franklin Street, two squares east of the Episcopal Church.  Insurance Agent!  John Aull...  Doniphan & Field, Attorney At Law.  Exchange & Banking House.  Alexander Mitchell & Co, S.G. Wentworth, Wm Morrison, Alex. Mitchell.  Union Military Bonds For Sale At The Banking House Of A. Mitchell & CO.  North Missouri Railroad.  Ask For Tickets via the North Missouri Rail Road... St. Louis Express Trains.  Leaves St Joseph at 5:00 A.M.  Arrives at St. Louis...8:30 P.M. The Same Day.  Fast Accommodation And Freiat (sic), (l)eaves St. Joseph....3:60 A.M. arrives at St Louis.... 6:30 P.M.  FIRE WORKS!  LIQUORS!  LIQUORS!  Of all quantities by the gallon or glass.  CAKES!  CAKES!  Of all kinds and sizes.  At Mussatti’s East of

City Hotel, Lexington, MO.  (Missouri Register of Lexington, Missouri.  January 4, 1866; page 1, volume 1, number 36)

These Lexington advertisements show the town’s vitality in 1866.  Franklin Cooley and Llewellyn Davis were publishers of the weekly newspaper.  Jesse James’ closest friend Archibald J. Clement would fall from his horse, shot to death on February 13, 1866 close by the home of Cooley.  Another ad in the same issue of the paper was for 200,000 pounds of tobacco with highest price paid in cash at Barley & McLure’s Old Planeing Mill, On Poplar Street (between Main and Market streets) or at Lexington Flouring Mills at Marshal & Easter.  A more precise ad for Muscutti’s noted they had for sale apple, cherry, blackberry and ginger brandies, bourbon, rye, Holland gin, anisette, blackberry cordial, curaceo, Jamaica rum, plantation bitters, claret, porte, catawba, champagne; cakes baked fresh daily.  Is it any wonder that Clement who took command of what had been “Bloody” Bill Anderson’s troops loved the town, and after the war reorganized many of its survivors into what would later become the James Gang and was often with them in the vicinity of the town and its drinks at places such as the City Hotel?

BIG MEETING: This explains that Clay County’s Radicals, i.e. those staunchly for the Union and anti-Confederacy, had had a “grand meeting” on January 29, 1866.   What took place is not told, but before long the Governor would order militia into Lexington, Missouri to dampen the activities of those men hanging out with Clement, including the James boys, who had been guerrillas and were still a force to be reckoned with.  (Missouri Register of Lexington, Missouri.  February 8, 1866; p 2)

FEB 13, 1866 ARCH CLEMENT, JESSE JAMES’ CLOSEST FRIEND, SHOT DEAD:

“POSTSCRIPT.  BUSHWHACKERS BEGINNING THEIR WORK.  Twelve of them ROB the Bank at Liberty.  Just as we go to press, we receive telegraph news wich was received by Mr. John Aull, stating that twelve men crossed the river at Sibley, rode into Liberty and robbed the Clay County Savings Institute of $60,000.  The citizens are on the track, and were this morning at Independence in close pursuit.  Our citizens should prepare immediately to check any similar raids that may be made upon our Banking Institutions in this city.”  (Missouri Register of Lexington, Missouri.  February 15, 1866; page 2)

REGARDING LIBERTY BANK ROBBERY: There were twelve men, three left in the suburbs.  “As the bushwhackers were in the act of drawing their revolvers to shoot Mr. Bird, a young man named Jolly Wymore, on the opposite corner, also gave the alarm, when the party turned from Bird and fired a volley at young Wymore, one shot taking effect, killing him almost instantly.  They then fired at several other citizen – among whom was Sam Holmes, Esq – without effect.”  Thirty well armed citizens pursued and about dark fifty more set out.  “We are told that amongst the party of robbers Ol. Shepherd, Red Monkers, Bub. (sic Bud)  Pence and several more old guerrillas were recognized by the citizens.”  The trial occurred at about two o’clock P.M. and while a large number of citizens were assembled at the Court House, in which a trial was progressing.”  The robbers were closely pursued by Captain Garth of Liberty and thirty men.   Captain Thomason with a large company joined in on another day. (Daily Journal Of Commerce, Kansas City, Missouri.  February 16; page 3)  

Thomason was a relative of the James boys and later as a Sheriff went to arrest them after a bank robbery at Gallatin.  Whether his effort to do so was in earnest or not is open to some debate, though.  Garth had fought for the Union.

ON THE LIBERTY BANK ROBBERY: As soon as they could, citizens pursued under Captain Garth until lost at Sibley.  They dispatched to Independence for a militia force to scour the countryside. (Northwest Conservator of Richmond, Missouri.  February 17, 1866)  This was a sincere posse that was led by Garth who had fought for the Union.

SAYS THERE WAS A FAKE POSSE: “The pursuit of these scoundrels was perhaps the most ridiculous farce ever attempted.  Some thirty rebel soldiers, including two of Todd’s bushwhackers, fresh from unparalleled pillage and robbery, with hands still red with the blood of Union men, volunteered to pursue them.” (Liberty Tribune, Missouri.  February 22, 1866, page 2 in 3rd column from right and at the top)  This shows that before the real posse led by Garth formed and gave chase a fake posse “pursued” the James Gang.

“THE ROBBERY AND MURDER AT LIBERTY.  Further Particulars, Rumors &C.  A gentleman from Independence informs us of several minute particulars in reference to the late raid on the Clay County Savings Institute at Liberty, MO.   He says this robber band were met by some men on this side of the river and were then clean shaven, and represented themselves as just from Kansas, hunting bushwhackers; afterwards the band crossed at Sibley and some men happened upon them at a place where they had stopped, and found them engaged in putting on false whiskers, beards, wigs and other disguises – soon after they rode into Liberty.  It seems they had telegraphed some days before from somewhere to Squire Holmes, representing that they were a posse of men who had caught some thief, and would be in Liberty on that day, and desired the Squire to be in readiness to receive him.  This of course was a blind to allay all suspicions and enable them to get into town without their singular appearance creating any unusual stir.  About the first man they met was Squire Holmes, and one of the party who is supposed to be the bushwhacker Wilkenson inquired for one Holmes, the Squire answered he was the man, the bushwhacker then asked him if application for a writ should be made to him for the arrest of the bushwhacker Wilkenson whether he would assist in arresting him?  Squire Holmes replied he would do all in his power to carry out the laws, the bushwhacker then ordered his men to kill Holmes; they fired several shots at the Squire, but he managed to get out of the way unhurt.  One of the shots killed George Wymore, a boy who was standing near by.  They then went to the Savings Bank with drawn pistols, and all the money they could get was hurriedly transferred to saddle pockets, to the amount of sixty thousand dollars, and then made a rapid retreat to the river at Sibley and crossed.  The weather was bitter cold, and but a few men followed them, and these reached Independence with their ears and feet frosted.

A reward of $5,000 is offered by the bank for their apprehension or a prorate of that amount for any one of them.  Sheriff Jones of Clay County, also offers a regard of $2,000 for the arrest of the same band or any one of them for the murder of George Wymore.  We are also informed that the money in this bank belonged chiefly to union men of Clay county, while the other bank is chiefly the depository of the disloyal, hence the discrimination made by this bushwhacking band.  We hear a rumor of the stage being stopped a few miles from Lexington, a day or two ago, by the notorious bushwhacker Noland, and he stated to the driver that he had gone to the brush because he thought people suspected him of being one of the band that committed the robbery at Liberty, and would kill him – a very flimsy excuse indeed when there are three rebels to one union man (in) all the wester part of the county (where) he is understood to have made his (na)me, which past experience has taught us is as good security as any rascal wants in this country.

We notice some of our exchanges are charging the account to Kansas men and Kansas as the retreat of the thieves.  If it were so we would certainly be glad to credit it to that or any other locality rather than feel the ignonimity that must attach to our and adjoining counties, by having citizens who are guilty of

such gross outrages; but information in our possession, which we deem not prudent to publish just at present, proves that our section of the country is directly responsible for this shameful violation of law and villainous, dastardly murder and robbery.”  (Missouri Valley Register, Lexington, Missouri. 

February 22, 1866; page 2.)

DESERVE NO MERCY: Eight men robbed John R. Ballard of $600 about 12 miles west of Liberty on the road to Platte City.  “Such scoundrels deserve no mercy if caught.” (Northwest Conservator of Richmond, Missouri.  March 3, 1866) (Lexington Weekly Union, Missouri.  February 7, 1863; page 1)

“THE SUPPOSED CLAY COUNTY ROBBERS MAKING THEIR ESCAPE THROUGH KANSAS – We have received a letter from the Post Master at Paola, stating that on last Wednesday, about 11 o’clock, A.M., the stage from Fort Scott was met, on the way up, by eight mounted men near Moneka.  The driver states taht the men rode good horses, were armed with several revolvers each and had every appearance of bushwhackers.  Having been arrested by them several times during the war, he thinks there is no doubt of their character.  Upon meeting the stage, they ordered the driver to ‘give the road,’ which he did, and as soon as they had passed, they gave the order ‘drive fast,’ an order which he obeyed with alacrity.  No farther molestation was offered.  The gang carried revolvers in their hands as though apprehensive of some danger.  It seems highly probable that these men were a portion of the party who robbed the bank at Liberty, and who are making their escape through Kansas to Texas or Mexico.  We know not what steps, if any, have been taken at Paola, or below, for their apprehension. – If no pursuit has yet been made, it will be hard to overtake well-mounted men in the direction they are likely to take, as the route below the Neosho valley lies thro’ an almost unbroken wilderness, where no news of them cold be met.  Moneka, where they passed the stage, is about seventy miles south from Kansas City, and some fifteen miles west of the Missouri border.  By telegraphing to Fort Smith they may possibly be intercepted in the Indian county. – Kansas City Journal.  (This KC Journal was reprinted in the Liberty Tribune, Missouri of March 2, 1866 on page 2 in column 2)  

Notice the writer suggests the Liberty robbers may be taking some of the money as far south as Mexico which is where Northwest Missouri’s General Joseph O. Shelby had taken his army as yet unsurrendered.  If so, this would not mean that others in the James Gang had not gone in other directions or that some of the money was not used by the robbers for themselves, their families, the families of their deceased comrades etc.

“PROBABLE CLUE TO THE LIBERTY, MO., BANK ROBBERY.   The Cincinnati Commercial says: On Saturday, the 17th ult., a party of a half dozen ill-looking fellows reached Seymour, Indiana, by a train on the Ohio and Mississippi Railroad, and there divided, a portion proceeded to Louisville and the remainder to this city – all agreeing to meet at Lexington, Kentucky, to which point it was ascertained by the party who learned something of their character, $8,000 had already been forwarded to them.  They were all from Missouri, and had evidently been in the rebel service during the war.  Upon their arrival here one was arrested, while certain officers proceeded to Lexington in search of the others, it being suspected that they are a portion of the gang of thieves who recently rode into Liberty, Mo., shot down citizens and robbed a bank of $72,000 in bonds and Treasury notes.” (Missouri Valley Register of Lexington.  March 15, 1866; page 2)

“COLORED SOLDIER SHOT BY A BUSHWHACKER, - Last Sunday, while the steamer Fanny Ogden was at the Waverly Landing, a colored soldier, who had been discharged from the Federal army, returning to his home somewhere above this place, went ashore, when a returned bushwhacker by the name of James, rode to him and asked him where he got those soldier clothes.  He answered in the Federal army.”  He was asked if he had been a Federal soldier; he answered he had.  James then shot at him three times, one ball passing through his chest, supposed to be a mortal wound.  The soldier was then carried on board.  He had his family with him.  The Express, no doubt will come out and justify those perjured ruffians in this bloody tragedy as it does all their rascality.” (Missouri Valley Register of Lexington.  March 15, 1866; page 2)  

Notice that the James, possibly even Frank or Jesse, who shot the man did so not because of his race but because he had been a Federal soldier.  See also Missouri Valley Register of Lexington, Missouri.  March 22, 1866; page 2.  The James boys’ beloved step-dad was Reuben Samuels who had fathered Perry, a son by one of his slaves who remained as a post-war servant.  Perry often stayed in the house with Reuben, the James boys and their mother.

REWARD.  A $300 reward has been offered by Governor Fletcher for Frank Gregg and Archie Clement for murder in Johnson County.  (Missouri Valley Register of Lexington, Missouri.  March 22, 1866; page 3.)

“GETTING FIERCE.”  This says Sheriff Adamson has been seeking to arrest “the haughty scion of chivalry ‘bushwhacker James’ who at Waverly slew a Negro according to the captain of the Fanny Ogden. (Missouri Valley Register of Lexington, Missouri.  March 22, 1866; page 2.) See also Lexington Weekly Union, Missouri.  March 15, 1866; page 1) 
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