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By Mason Emerson
Illinois became the 21st state in 1818.  Its name is from the word Illini or Illiniwek.  The Illini was confederation of Native Americans in the Michigamea, Moingwena, Peoria, Tamaroa, Kaskaskia and Cahokia nations.   Its abbreviation is IL.  The capital is Springfield but Chicago is the largest city.  The population is about thirteen million.  
Major industries include manufacturing, coal, oil, and agricultural products.  The state raises soybeans, corn, oats, wheat, barley, rye, sorghum, cattle, hogs etc.  Major rivers are the Mississippi, Ohio, Illinois and Wabash.  Major Lakes are Lake Michigan and Rend Lake.  Charles Mount is 1,235 feet or 376 meters above sea level.  
 
The state song is “Illinois.”  The state mammal is the white-tailed deer.  The bird is the Cardinal.   The fish is the bluegill.  The tree is the white oak (Quercus alba).  The flower is the Illinois Native Violet which is colored purple.  The state insect is the Monarch butterfly which migrates from Mexico.  Nicknames are the Prairie State and the Land Of Lincoln.  The motto is “State Sovereignty, National Union.”  Sometimes there are tornados.  One in 1925 killed 613 people.
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Cahokia Mounts copper plate images; courtesy of wikipedia.org
What is now Illinois had a Native American civilization called the Mississippi Culture.  The capital and largest city was at what is now Collinsville.  It ended about 1400 to 1500 perhaps because of disease.  Later there was a confederation of Native American nations called the Illiniwek.  Other nations were the Potawatomi, Sauk, Fox and Miami. 
The French explorers Marquette and Joliet came in 1673 and Illinois was part of New France until England won the French and Indian War.  Many Americans came from Kentucky and New England.  In 1818, Illinois became the 21st U.S. state.  The U.S. defeated Black Hawk and followers from the Sauk and Fox nations during the Black Hawk War of 1832.
[image: image3.jpg]



Abraham Lincoln before he grew a beard; courtesy of wikipedia.org

Abraham Lincoln and Ronald Reagan were U.S. Presidents.   Other famous people who lived in Illinois or were born there were the social worker Jane Addams, John Deer who was famous because of farm equipment, the jazz musician Louis Armstrong, the businessman Richard Sears, the science fiction writer Ray Bradbury,  the TV comedian Jack Benny, the actress Raquel Welch, the poet Carl Sandburg and the TV hostess Oprah Winfrey.  About 33% of the people in Illinois had ancestors from Germany, about 15% had Hispanic ancestors and about 8% had ancestors from Poland.  
ILLINOIS WORDFIND
confederation, soybeans, wheat, barley, sorghum, Charles Mount, Cardinal, bluegill, White oak, Monarch, Prairie State, Land Of Lincoln, Black Hawk, Sauk and Fox, Reagan, jazz musician, Louis Armstrong, Richard Sears, Jane Addams, John Deer, Oprah Winfrey
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LEARN MORE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Louis_Jolliet
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jacques_Marquette
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Illionis
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chicago
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Chicago
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Illinois+Springfield&m=text
