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First, in Christ's time the Talmud required that every child aged 5 or 6 up to age 10 had to learn how to read and write the Old Testament after which they must study the traditional law called Mishna.  Also, after age 15 they could continue further religious study, which Christ obviously did as he was also called a Rabbi. The studies were held in a synagogue, a building specially designated as a school-house or in the open air. So, contrary to modern misconceptions, Christ’s education when a child was definite and also orderly.
 
Noteworthy is that Christ’s family fled from Herod into Egypt in which was Alexandria, the main city for education and trade in the entire world of the Mediterranean.   Alexandria was a highly cosmopolitan city, and it was connected with other Egyptian seaports including six that apparently did business with distant parts of Asia.  
In fact archaeologists have found numerous first century products from India at Bereneke which was a seaport in southern Egypt near Sudan.  The products include teak native to India and Myanmar, the most black pepper ever found from the Roman Empire (16 pounds) definitely from South India, Indian coconuts, batik cloth, sapphires likely from Sri Lanka, and carnelian beads probably from India.   Three beads may even have come via India from eastern Java, Vietnam or Thailand.
Christ’s step-father Joseph is called by a word in the Christian Bible which is generally translated as “carpenter,” and Christ himself was also called a “carpenter.”  However, the word can also be translated as a skilled craftsman or artisan, and to become such one must be trained or educated.  Alexandria was a bustling city with a need for all manner of skilled, knowledgeable persons.

Some 300 years before Christ the great library of Alexandria had had about 400,000 manuscript books.   It was not destroyed in part until 390 years after Christ, and not totally demolished until 640 A.D.    The great city also included an outstanding school of medicine which did human dissections.  It is speculated that the apostle-physician Luke may have benefitted from training there, although India also offered training in dissection and other medical knowledge.
 
Christ's land of Galilee had the Hellenic Decapolis area, but Greek culture was also very significant in Jerusalem where 80% of Jewish cemetery epitaphs contemporaneous with Christ and the disciples are written in Greek.  The later apostle, Paul, received training in nearby Tarsus from the great legal expert Gamaliel.  Greek schools sometimes taught both sexes, and Galilee's standards probably derived foremost from the educational centers at Tarsus and Alexandria, although distant Carthage and Marseilles also had high educational standards.
 
Nor were Christ and his apostles in general nearly so ignorant as some today have boldly and wrongly asserted.   Some 300 years before Christ, the Greek Eratosthenes taught at Alexandria that the earth was a sphere.  He almost correctly estimated our planet's diameter and distance from the sun as well as speculated that the Americas existed.  In 364 B.C. China’s scientist Gan De saw a moon of Jupiter and wrote details about the planet.  Wisemen from the East actually were wise, the word magi not denoting magic but from root for not just magic but also might as in the sense of power that comes from great knowledge.  Instead of astrologers the magi or wisemen were studious students of the stars and weather, forerunners of modern astronomers and meteorologists.
Some called Christ’s apostles plain and unlettered men. This is only correct in that most of them did manual labor such as fishing for a living.  Besides the physician Luke, Matthew was a tax collector, Mark and Luke composed literary synopses of Christ's life, and as shown previously, although doing everyday manual labor the fishermen apostles did, per law, also know how to read and write.  They may also have been quite good at commercial mathematics.
 
Medical knowledge, such as the apostle Luke had, in Christ's time included amputations, tracheotomies, cataract removals, skull and brain operations, extractions from lungs of objects such as arrows.  A common antiseptic was a kind of vinegar that even laymen like the Good Samaritan used for treating wounds. There were also water treatments, salves, ointments, herbs and powerful drugs including pills.
 
Indeed the very ministry of Christ and the apostles included not only words but the healing of sick people; his brother James counseled pouring oil upon the head while praying, and Paul told Timothy that using a little “oinos” or wine would help his stomach problems.   Some have speculated that Jesus Christ, apostles and some other contemporaries knew and used ingredients for the special oil with which Jewish priests anointed Israel's kings. The healing effects of prayer were known and regularly utilized by Christ and the apostles.
 
During Christ's generation the Rabbis required at least one physician per town.  Dentists used false teeth from animals or deceased persons.  Speculation is that teeth were fastened together by gold bands with interspaces filled by cement such as with the Etruscans.  Pliny has indicated that calicined polishing powders mixed with bone served as tooth paste and they were applied by tooth brushes.
 
Outside of health and medicine, there was great knowledge of physics and the mechanics such as taught by Archimedes 200 years before Christ.   Some Romans of the first century like Pliny the Elder (23-79 A.D.) were keen observers and writers about nature and agriculture.  There existed looms, water-mills to grind food, extract oils, cut marble and saw logs.
 
Everyday people used items like lipstick and mascara, reflective metal mirrors, child and adult board-games, wooden and rag dolls, toy furniture, whipping tops, puppets, swings, games similar to hopscotch and gambling dice. Some communities had outstanding sanitation systems that included water removal of sewage. In Italy a contemporaneous archeological site yielded a glass window although such must have been rare. Ships sometimes carried hundreds of people. Catapults launched enormous boulders and machine-gunned flaming spears.
 
Further, there was at least some travel to and trade with India and China, some speculate even the Americas.   For example Hindu idols have been found in Italy, andVisy Zsolt, an archaeology professor with the Department of Ancient History and Archaeology of the University of Pecs in Hungary, has said during the 200s after Christ, China’s influence was strong enough that its Great Wall influenced Rome to build the Limes. 

The Roman Limes are the largest archaeological monument in Europe.  Their ruins span more than 5,000 kilometers from the Atlantic coast of north Britain on to  Europe, the Black Sea, south to the Red Sea into North Africa on the Atlantic again.  Besides walls there are ditches, almost 900 watchtowers, 60 forts and settlements that housed businessmen, craftsmen and others serving the military.

Roman coins from the time of Christ have been found in American caves.   Centuries after Christ when the Portuguese sailed into India they found Christian churches already there which the local Christians insisted had been founded by none other than the apostle Thomas.

So, besides the apostles, people in general during the time of Christ were not unknowledgeable or uneducated.  Christ himself was not only Christianity’s originator but, as said, he was also a well-trained, educated Jewish Rabbi.  Traditionally, to get the “semicha,” meaning ordination as a rabbi, a person must finish a very arduous learning program in the codes of Jewish law and rulings, roughly analogous to being an attorney in Jewish religious law in religious law, but  also requiring knowledge of past rulings on secular matters such as business ethics and philosophy of religion, astronomy, mathematics, history, geography.  As noted earlier, rabbinical rulings also governed the availability of medical doctors.  

When Christ walked the earth as a man in the world of the Middle East, his enemies and those who did not know better, spoke falsely of him and those whom he sent forth from Capernaum and other parts of what is now Israel.  Today, there are also many who still speak negatively, and the only way to free people from the barrage misinformation is via providing correct information.  The real truth does still set minds free.
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