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This is the true story of Larry Walters, a truck driver whose dream was to go flying.  Larry entered the Air Force but his bad eyesight disqualified him so he decided afterwards to buy some heavy-duty army-navy surplus balloons, tie them to a lawn chair and float up into the air a few hundred feet, taking along a BB gun so he could shoot some of the balloons to descend.

The balloons instead yanked him up to eleven thousand feet where a passenger jet flew by and an astounded pilot called Los Angeles International Airport to report the man was aloft in a lawn chair and holding onto a BB gun.

Larry did not shoot any of the balloons because he had begun drifting over the Pacific Ocean.  He had been in the air approximately fourteen hours when a Navy helicopter came to rescue him, but the breeze from its blades kept pushing his balloon away.  Finally though it was able to get above Larry Walters, lower a rope and remove him.

On the ground Larry Walters was arrested but before being led away a TV reporter shouted out “Mr. Walters, why did you do it?"  To this Larry Walters calmly replied…… "A man can't just sit around."
Which should remind us all, are we just sitting?  Have we found or re-found a way to realize our own spiritual goals such as upbuilding fellowship, helping the needy, showing or informing others of God’s goodness?  Knocked down doesn’t mean we must always stay knocked down, does it!

Note: this story is one of those public domain hearsay type sermons that I’ve modified and retold.

