HOW CHRISTIANITY HAS GROWN 

IN MODERN CHINA
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By Mason Emerson

When Communist China opened up more in the 1990s the West gradually learned the amazing fact that despite continuous great tribulation similar to that which had been experienced in earliest Christianity, Christians in China had grown to a number estimated in excess of 50 million!  The initial impetus for Christianity's growth in China go back to Joseph Schereschewsky, a convert from Judaism to Christianity. 

He became a missionary to China and, although his hands eventually became paralyzed so badly that he could essentially use only one finger, God's Spirit impelled him to persist 25 years until in the early 1900s he had translated the entire Bible into Chinese and the gospels into Mongolian.   

Eventually a Chinese translation also touched the heart of a young woman who had the child she called Watchman Nee.
Nee developed from being an energetic mischievious boy into being the man who may well have been the greatest evangelizer known to the 20th Century. His life paralleled that of Paul in many respects as he traveled about China planting and later returning to spiritually water countless small groups of Bible readers who met in homes (Philemon 2, Col 4:15, 1 Co 16:19). 
He taught that each house-meeting Christian should learn how to teach still other people and actually try to do so, gently using the Bible itself, that they should not ask for any salaries, and that they should put kindness and other good conduct above differences with other people.  
For example they must  be more tolerant about differing beliefs concerning scriptures or the nations from which the other people came--this last point being something that took much courage at the time because many Chinese led by Mao and Sun Yat Sen were at war with invading Japanese. 
Some Westerners have criticised Nee for being “too emotional” or putting too much emphasis on Holy Spirit being an emotional experience.  For example he encouraged Chinese Christians to focus more on being emotionally involved with promoting Christianity, not just reading the words of the Bible but living them.  

The movement of house churches was generally called the Little Flock. When Mao's Communists took power they forbade any churches from operating without being under their control, but the Little Flock moved steadily ahead not needing or expecting formal buildings to worship in and having no need for leadership above the eager unsalaried local servants.  Nee was imprisoned and died in 1972 but not his movement.

Little Flock Christians sought to be respectful Ro 13:1, although the government at times used beastly torture and murder on members (Mt 24).  Still the little home churches kept spreading and spreading. 
Exasperated officials tried to mislead the public into identifying the Little Flock Christians with persons called "the Screamers."  The West has Pentecostalism and the Holiness Movements.   Similarly some Chinese Christians were emotionally expressive or used tongues etc, so since Chinese society is conservative, Communist TV sought to discredit Christianity in general by showing imprisoned Screamers rolling eyes back in their heads while screaming to God and Jesus. 
Still, the work begun by Joseph Schereschewsky and continued by Nee grew and bore much good fruitage (Lu 14:13, Acts 6:1, Ga 5:22) as increasingly many Chinese saw through the government's propaganda.  Little Flock houses of God spread to Chinese living in neighboring lands at least as far away as Indonesia.  Underground Catholic churches also grew and spread.

The modern house-church movement in China is an arrangement in which people meet in homes and set aside different view to read a chapter or two of the Bible itself together then, united by love for God and humanity (Mt 22:37-39) enjoy general fellowship, help each other and other people in material and spiritual ways.  It has also experienced much  growth in the West.   

LEARN MORE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Watchman_Nee
http://www.watchmannee.org/testimonies.html
http://www.stsams.org/photo/SIJSbio.html
http://satucket.com/lectionary/SIJSchereschewski.htm
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