HISPANIC KIDS’ GAMES
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As with non-Hispanic kids, some games played by kids in Hispanic cultures are soccer, baseball, escondidas (hide-and-go-seek), bebe leche or mama leche (hopscotch), canicas (marbles), yoyos, playing with bottle caps; making castles, roads, bridges, army trenches etc in the dirt or sand on beaches.   In Hispanic lands with many televisions, radios and computers, the kids naturally use those a lot.  Typically, as in most cultures, the girls play with muñecas (dolls).  The boy or sometimes girls who spins a trompo (top) the longest wins.   However, many Hispanic kids still play traditional games described here.
For example, in Spanish the word palomita means little dove.  It is the name for a game which children play with marbles and a stick in some parts of Central America.  A child puts a marble called the palomita on top of a stick.  He draws a circle on the earth around the stick.  He or another kid stands near the outside of the circle with another marble.  He tosses the marble at the palomita.  If he knocks the palomita off the stick then he wins it.
Blackcat is also a Latin American game.  People stand in a circle.  A person called the Blackcat stands in the middle of the circle.  One person quickly hits the Blackcat with a piece of paper (perhaps a long light piece of a newspaper)  then he passes the paper behind his back to another person.  That person keeps the paper or passed it to still another person.  Eventually another person also hits the Blackcat.  If the Blackcat gets the paper then the other person must become the new Blackcat.  The idea is to see who can be fast and smart.

In El Bote or Kick-the-tin can, a person who is the leader slams the can on a curb. Another kid kicks the can into the street as far as possible.   The leader runs to get the can, run with it back to the curb and slam it down again. Meanwhile all the other kids have found places to hide.  

The kid who brings the can back to the curb must look for the hidden kids.  When she or he finds one, they both run to the can and the first kid to slam it down first is safe. If the leader doesn't win, the other kid becomes the leader, and all the other kids return.  The game starts again. 

In El Chicote (The Whip) kids face opposite directions but hold each other's wrists. The lead person in the chain runs as fast as possible here and there while the other kids try to hold on.  
El Balero is similar to yoyo.  It is a toy made of two wooden pieces tied loosely together to a string. You swing the larger round piece of wood by the string and hook in onto the piece of wood shaped like a cylinder. 
Lotería (Lottery) is a game which an entire family can play together in the evening.  It resembles Bingo but instead of numbers each of the twenty squares has pictures.  The person who wins yells “Loteria!” or “Buenas!”   It is still very popular in Spain from which it came.  Loteria is a great way to learn new vocabulary.
LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Loteria
http://www.epcc.edu/nwlibrary/borderlands/11_traditional_hispanic.htm
http://juantornoe.blogs.com/hispanictrending/2007/07/rochester-hispa.html
http://www.somethingsowrong.com/features/loteria/index.asp
http://www.elbalero.gob.mx/kids/about/html/games/index.htm
WORDFIND
hide-and-go-seek, marbles, hopscotch, dolls, tops, stick, circle, tin can, whip, wrist, toss, dove, knock, curb, slam, newspaper, pass, paper, circle, smart
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