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Godzilla is a name that comes from the Japanese fictional monster Gozira who resembles a 400 feet long Tyrannosaurus Rex, has special powers and can move through ocean water.   The name Gozira in turn comes from two other Japanese words.  They are gonra which means gorilla, and kujira which mean whale.

Godzilla is also called ,The King of the Monsters or Gigantis, the Fire Monster.  He first appeared in the Japanese movie Gojira in 1954.   Twenty-seven more Godzilla movies have been produced since then.  There have also been TV series, comics, video games and books.

In the first film the United States military is testing the hydrogen bomb.  This wakes up Godzilla, who has been mutilated.   He moves through Tokyo, Japan, destroying city buildings while people scream and scientists try to think of a way to kill him.  Finally Dr. Daisuke Serizawa, the actor Akihiko Hirata, heroically opens a device under water which destroys oxygen, Godzilla and himself.   
A version called Godzilla, King of the Monsters! was also made for viewers in the United States.   However, most people believe that the original Japanese movie is much better.  The American actor Raymond Burr appears as a news reporter who tells the story.  It is mostly a movie full of action but it also includes some serious discussion of nuclear weapons that helped educate American kids to their danger when growing up. 
In Godzilla Raids Again, Godzilla fights and defeats another monster called Anguirus.  The military fires missiles at a mountain when Godzilla comes near it.  He is buried beneath an avalanche which becomes an iceberg. 
In King Kong Versus Godzilla, an American submarine is caught in the iceberg.  Godzilla breaks out of it.  Meanwhile the monstrous gorilla King Kong is being floated to Japan aboard a raft.  He breaks out, fights Godzilla then retreats.  The Japanese military attacks both of them and hopes they will kill each other.  They battle underwater.  King Kong defeats Godzilla but later swims away to his home island.

In Mothra Versus Godzilla: Battle For Earth, a gigantic female moth, called Mothra or The Thing, also fights Godzilla.   She is finally slain by Godzilla, but her egg hatches, two larvae come out of it, and they wrap Godzilla up inside a cocoon before dropping it into the ocean.
In Godzilla Versus MechaGodzilla II a Mechanical Godzilla has been rebuilt with devices to make it even more powerful.   Meanwhile Japanese scientists find two huge eggs on an island, remove one that is unhatched but then must escape while the pteranodon monster Rodan who is from out of the other egg flies at and tries to kill them.   Rodan emits a destructive beam of radiation but can not defeat Godzilla.   
The scientists return safely to Japan where the other egg hatches and is befriend by a female scientist.  Meanwhile Godzilla and Rodan fight each other while the Mechanical Godzilla fights them both, Japanese buildings are destroyed and people shriek.   
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