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Circle the English words…Encierren las palabras ingleses

George Washington, born in Virginia=nacio en Virginia, father Augustine=padre Augustine, mother Mary Ball=madre Mary Ball, wife Martha=esposa Marta, surveyor=agrimensor, farmer=granero/ranchero, French And Indian War=Guerra de los Franceses y los Amerindios, army commander=comandante de ejercito, Continental Army=Ejercito Continental, Battle Of Trenton=Batalla de Trenton, Battle Of Yorktown, Federalist, Anglican, Mount Vernon=Monte Vernon
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GEORGE WASHINGTON
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George Washington during the French and Indian War
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George Washington lived from 1742 to 1799 and was The Father Of The United States Of America.  His father was Augustine Washington, and his mother was Mary Ball Washington.  He was born in Westmoreland County, Virginia.  

As a young man his hair was red.  He became a surveyor of new land in far western Virginia, and he was very active in the French and Indian War from 1753 to 1758.   



http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Martha_Dandridge_Custis.jpg
He married Martha D. Custis, a wealthy widow, in 1759.  They had no children but raised her son John (Jacky) Parke Custis and daughter Martha (Patsy) Parke Custis.
The family lived at Mount Vernon where George Washington was a planter and a legislator for the Colony of Virginia.  He became concerned that the British government was imposing financial burdens and causing other problems indicative of tyranny.   

For example he had been land in what is now West Virginia, but British policy toward Amerindians left the Amerindians next to his property, thus making it dangerous and worth less in value.  Therefore he spoke against the British and supported a bill in Virginia for boycotting British products in 1769.

In 1774 he became a delegate to the first U.S. Constitutional Congress and became increasingly sure that full-scale war for independence was becoming necessary.  After fighting between patriots and British soldiers occurred in Massachusetts in 1775, he wore a military uniform to the second U.S. Constitutional Congress.  He was appointed general over all the army.
Washington, with some weapons from the French, forced the British army to leave Boston, then he took his army to New York City.  The British defeated them there in 1776, so he marched the army south to New Jersey.  




http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:Washington_Crossing_the_Delaware.png
Suddenly on a cold night filled with snow on December 25, 1776, George Washington led his army across the Delaware River.  Their surprise attack captured almost a thousand Hessian soldiers of the British in Trenton.

In 1777 he lost the Battle of Brandywine in Pennsylvania.  The British then easily captured Philadelphia, which at the time was the capital of the United States of America.  Many of his soldiers also died during the winter at Valley Forge from 1777 to 1778.  
However, after a British army of 9,000 men from Canada attacked New York, American armies defeated it.   This major victory motivated France to send more weapons and some soldiers to help the patriots.  

In 1778 Washington’s American army recaptured Philadelphia.  In 1779 he let General John Sullivan destroy many villages of the Iriquois Amerindian nation in New York.  This was because the Iriquois had supported the British.

The British next decided to attack the southern part of the United States.  Their fleet carried soldiers of General Cornwallis to Virginia.  However patriots led by Nathaniel Green killed many of the British in a series of guerrilla attacks in the South, so Cornwallis retreat to Yorktown where he hoped a British fleet would help them leave.
Meanwhile Washington marched his army south to surround Yorktown, and General Comte de Rochambeau of France brought along his French army to help.  Also, the French Admiral François de Grasse brought a French fleet from the West Indies.   There were about 17,000 American and French soldiers surrounding Yorktown.
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The surrounded British army could not leave.  They had too little food and ammunition.  On October 9, 1781, Cornwallis surrendered his army of 7,000 men.  The British Parliament heard of the defeat, began negotiations with the Americans, and the war officially ended in 1783.

George Washington resigned as general but stayed politically active.  He was unanimously elected the first President of the United States.  He was later unanimously elected President a second time, and he served until 1796.

He gave a speech in which he advised the U.S. to not become involved in long-term foreign alliance and the wars of Europe.   It also called for religious tolerance.  He returned to Virginia and after farming some died at Mount Vernon in 1797 where he is buried with his wife Martha.
Contrary to myth, George Washington never had wooden teeth but he did have false teeth made of ivory.   He also did not following the fashion then common of wearing a wig, but he did powder his hair.   
It is true that George Washington was a Mason and believed in  tenets such as trying to become a better person.  He wrote that he was willing to have workmen at Mount Vernon who were Muslims, Jews, Christians of any sort, or atheists.  He also wrote that he was no bigot.  

He and Martha were Episcopalians.  She was regular in attendance.  He was not, and he left before communion.  He also attended services that were for Quakers, Roman Catholics and German Reformed.   Episcopalians, Presbyterians, Unitarian Universalists and Deists have all claimed him as a member.  
There is a story that as a child he once told his father that he had chopped down a cherry tree in order to be honest although he knew his father would punish him.  First written in a book by Mason Lock Weems, this story is probably a myth.    
In particular as George Washington grew older he was privately opposed to slavery although he and his wife Martha had hundreds on their plantation.   It is said that he did not like that the sale of slaves often caused the destruction of their families.  

Most sources say George Washington never had children of his own, but Linda Allen Bryant has written that he fathered her ancestor, West Ford, by a slave woman named Venus.  The Mount Vernon Ladies Association refuses to let its samples of his hair be tested for DNA genetic comparisons, saying West Ford may have been the child of some other Washington such George’s brother John Augustine Washington.
After both he and his wife had died, George Washington’s will freed all his slaves.   It is said that he did not publicly speak against slavery because he correctly feared that it was an issue which could split the new nation in part.  
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