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Pacman frog resembling the extinct giant Beelzebufo 

In 2008 a paleontologist named David Krause reported information found in the fossils of a giant frog in Madagascar, a large island off southeastern Africa.  Called the Beelzebufo or Devil Toad, it was the size of a bowling ball, weighed 10 ponds and was 16 inches long.  It had much armor, strong teeth and probably liked to eat a lot.  In fact it may have been strong enough to  kill some baby dinosaurs.    The fossils are about 70 million years old from the late Cretaceous period. 

Modern Africa has a large frog called the Goliath frog.  It sometimes weighs 7 pounds.  However, Krause and other scientists do not believe that Beelzebufo or Devil Toad was related to the Goliath frog.  Instead it may have been related to some frogs that still live in South America and like to eat a lot.  
They are called Ceratophrys or pacman frogs.  They have large mouths and some people use them as pets.  Sometimes they eat small birds and mammals.  Possibly 70 million years ago Africa was then connected with South America via Antarctica which was much warmer than now.  If so, that explains why the ancient African and modern South American frogs are related.
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