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Here are some basic words for science, social studies, language arts and mathematics.  They are especially helpful for ESL students who can be encouraged to learn their meanings for example by looking up each word in their own language then writing it down in print, in cursive script as individual words, in short simple sentences or longer compositions depending on their ability levels.
 

SCIENCE VOCABULARY

English, Spanish

algae, alga

amphibian, anfibio

archaeaobacteria, archaeobacteria

atmosphere, atmosfera

backbone, espina dorsal

barometer, barometro

black hole, agujero/hoyo negro

carbon dioxide, carbono dioxigeno

carnivore, carnivoro

cell, celula

classification, clasificacion

cleavage, hendidura

climate, clima

condensation, condensacion

consumer, consumidor

cytoplasm, citoplasma

decomposer, decomposidor

earthquake, terramoto

electron, electron

environment, ambiente

eubacteria, eubacteria

evaporation, evaporacion

extrusive, extrusivo

fission, fision

flagella, flagelo

foliated, foliado

food chain, cadena de comida

fungus, hongo

hail, granizo

herbivore, herbivor

igneous, igneo

intrusive, intrusivo

invertebrate, invertebrado

layer, capa

lichen, liquen

lithosphere, litosfera

mammal, mamifero

membrane, membrane

metamorphic, metamorfico

microscope, microscopo

moneran, moneran

moss, musgo

nucleus, nucleo

omnivore, omnivora

organelle, organel (organito)

organism, organismo

oxygen, oxigeno

photosynthesis, fotosintesis

pollen, polena

pollution, contaminacion

precipitation, precipitacion

pressure, presion

producer, productor

protist, protista

renewable, renovable

root, raiz

scavenger, carronero

sedimentary, sedimentario

seed, semilla

seismometer, sismometero

skeleton, esqueletico

spore, espora

streak, raya de gema

telescope, telescopo

vacuole, vacuola

water cycle, ciclo de agua

weathering, desgaste

SOCIAL STUDIES VOCABULARY:

Alexander 
Alexandria 

Allies 

animism 

animist 

aqueduct 

archeologist 

archaeology 

archipelago 

armor 

arrowhead 

artifact 

Asia 

Athens; 

atomic bomb; 

attacked 

Australia 

Axis 

Aztec 

barbarian 

Beijing; 

Benito Juarez;

bill 

Blitzkrieg 

border 

bridge; 

Britain, 

British; 

Bronze Age; 

Buddha 

Buddhism 

butte 

Caesar 

caliphate 

capitalism 

capitalist 

Carthage 

castle 

catepult 

cave 

Charlemagne 

China 

Christian 

Christianity; 

Christopher Columbus; 

C.I.S.; 

city 

civilization 

Cleopatra 

colonist 

colony 

colosseum 

communism 

communist 

compass 

Confederacy 

Confuscist 

Confuscism 

congress 

conservative 

continent 

Cortez 

county 

crusader 

culture 

cuneiform 

czar 

Darwin 

defeated 

democracy 

developed 

dictator 

dictatorship 

dynasty 

Edison 

Egypt 

Egyptian; 

El Salvador; 

emperor 

empire 

England 

equator 

E.U. 

Euphrates River 

factory 

fjord 

flag 

Ford 

fought 

France 

gatherer; 

Genghis Khan; 

George Washington; 

Germany 

geyser 

Giza 

glacier 

gladiator 

globe 

god 

goddess 

government 

Greece 

gulf  

Hannibal 

hieroglyphics 

Hiroshima 

Hitler; 

Homo sapiens; 

hunter 

Inca 

India 

industry 

invention 

inventor; 

Iron Age; 

Islam 

island 

Japan 

jihad 

kamekaze 

king 

knight 

Korea; 

Kublai Khan; 

lake 

landform 

latitude 

law; 

Leonardo da Vinci; 

liberal; 

Abraham Lincoln; 

longitude 

manufacturing; 

Marco Polo; 

Maya 

Mayflower 

Mesopotamia 

Mexico; 

Middle Ages; 

Middle East; 

Ming; 

Mississippi River; 

moat 

Mohammed 

Mongol 

mosque 

mountain; 

mountain chain; 

mummy 

myth 

Muslim 

Nagasaki 

Napoleon 

nation 

Native American 

Nazi 

Neanderthal; 

Nile River; 

nomad 

Nubia 

Olympics 

Parthenon 

peace 

petroleum 

Pilgrim 

pilgrimage 

Pizarro 

plain 

Plato 

Poland 

polytheism 

pottery 

prairie 

president 

product 

province 

Puritan 

pyramid 

queen 

rajah 

religion 

Rennaisance 

representative 

republic; 

Revolutionary War; 

river 

Rome 

sacrifice 

samurai 

science 

scientist 

senate 

serf 

settler 

Shang 

Shihuangdi 

Siberia 

slave 

socialism 

Socrates 

soldier 

Spain

Sparta 

spear 

specialization 

sphinx 

Squanto 

Stalin 

state; 

Stone Age; 

surrender 

technology 

theocracy; 

Tigris River;

treaty 

truce 

U.K., 

U.N., 

U.S. 

U.S.S.R., 

value, 

veto 

Vietnam 

village 

vote 

war 

warrior 

won; 

World War II

LANGUAGE ARTS VOCABULARY

grammar, 
parts of speech, 

adjective, 

adverb, 

conjunction, 

definite article, 

indefinite article, 

noun, 

preposition, 

pronoun, 

verb, 

diagram, 

title, 

body, 

structure, 

symbol, 

main idea, 

detail, 

theme, 

thesis, 

genre, 

hero, 

villain, 

plot, 

resolution, 

climax, 

onomatopoeia, 

metaphor, 

simile

MATHEMATICS VOCABULARY

add 

addend 

angle 

arc 

area 

average; 

bar graph

base 

bisect 

calculate 

cardinal 

circle 

circumference

compass 

coordinate

cubed 

cylinder 

decimal 

degree 

denominator

determine 

diameter 

difference 

distance 

divided by

divided into; 

dividend 

divisor 

ellipse 

equation 

estimate 

even 

exponent 

face 

factor 

foot 

formula 

fraction

graph 

height 

hexagon 

histogram 

horizontal;

improper fraction; 

inch 

integer 

interest

intersect 

kilometer 

length 

line; 

lowest common denominator 

mean 

median 

meter 

mixed number

mode 

multiply 

negative number

numerator 

odd 

ordinal 

ounce 

parallel 

parallelogram

parentheses 

pentagon 

percent 

perimeter 

perpendicular

pi 

pint 

point 

polygon; 

positive number

pound 

power 

prime 

prism 

probability

product 

proportion 

protractor 

pyramid

quadrilateral

quart 

radius 

randomly 

rate 

ratio 

rectangle 

rhombus 

root; 

round off;

segment 

solve 

sphere 

square 

squared 

subtract 

sum 

take away

time 

ton 

trapezoid 

triangle 

variable 

vertical 

whole number

width 

yard

