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In Hebrew the name of the famous prophet Elijah is comprised of El (God), -i- (my), and Jah (Yah a short form of Yahweh).  Thus, his name means My God is Yah(weh).  Yahweh is one of the various possible ways for which God Almighty’s name has been conjectured, Whom Christ said to address in prayer as Father, Paul saying to use Abba (Dad).

Long ago it was this Elijah who told Israel’s wicked King Ahab that God was going to avenge the nation’s turning away from Him and killing many of his other prophets by means of a long, deadly drought.  Then Elijah hid where the ravens "brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and flesh in the evening, and he drank of the torrent. 

Later Elijah crossed to Sarepta where a poor widow was on her family’s one last meal (12)   Because she fed him anyway, he increased her food and he resurrected her child (14-24).  Meanwhile evil Ahab kept searching for Elijah, likely to kill him.  Elijah then decided to meet with the king on his own.  

When they met, Ahab blamed Elijah for Israel’s misfortune.  Elijah told  him to summon the priests of the false god Baal to Mount Carmel near the Mediterranean, for a contest between their idol god Baal and the God of Israel (YHWH/Yahweh) while crowds watched. 

The Baal priests danced around an altar, self-mutilated and cried out for Baal to send down fire while Elijah mocked them for their lack of success.   Next Elijah built up an altar which may have been a rock structure, put a sacrifice upon it, doused it with water and prayed for fire.  It came down from the heavens, and it burnt up the sacrifice.  He told the awed crowd to go slay the priests which they did, and the then the drought ended.

The death of Elijah is also interesting. (2 Kings 2)  He and his fellow prophet Elisha went to the Jordan River.  Elijah rolled up his mantle, struck the water, it divided and the two crossed on dry land.  A chariot of fire and horses of fire appeared, Elijah was taken up to heaven in it in a whirlwind.  His mantle fell to the ground where Elisha picked it up, becoming Israel’s main prophet in his stead.
Because he was devoted to Our Father in heaven, Elijah experienced many exciting events.  Are we similarly devoted to God rather than false religious practices and humans?  May each of us periodically take time to answer that as things can and do change.

