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Beginning readers including beginning ESL students can benefit from these.  You may want to add some simple line drawings.

MAT THE CAT

A cat is not a rat.
A cat is not a bat.
This cat is not fat.
This cat has not sat.
This cat is Mat.
Mat has a hat.

a=un/a, cat=gato, es=is, not=no, is not=no es, bat=murcielago/bate, this=esto/a, fat=gordo/a/os/as, sat=sentarse (pasado), has not = no ha, Mat (nombre=Mateo), hat=sombrero

A BIG PIG

We saw it.
Did you see it?
It was big and fat.
It was a big fat pig!
A big pig sat on a hat.
It did not sit on a rat.

we saw=nosotros vimos, it=ello (una/la cosa), did=?+pasado, you=usted, was=fue,
big=grande, and=y, fat=gordo, pig=cerdo, sat=sento, on=en+superficie de,
hat=sombrero, not=no

MOP AND POP

This is Mop.
That is Pop.
Mop has a star.
Pop has a car.
Mop can go, go, go in a car.
Mop and Pop can see the stars!

this=esto, that=eso, has=tiene, star=estrella/astro, car=carro/coche/automobile,
can=poder, see=ver, the=el/la/los/las

BUG IN A MUG

What was this?
What was that?
I saw a mug.
I saw a bug.
No, no, bug was not in a jug.
Bug was in a mug on a rug.

what was=que fue, this=esto, that=eso, saw=ver (pasado), mug=tazon,
bug=bicho, en=adentro de/encima de, on=en superficie de, jug=jarra

WOW, COW AND CLOWN

Wow! That was a clown!
Wow! That was a brown cow!
Yes, a brown cow and a clown.
Can a clown frown?
Can a brown cow frown?
A cow can but not a clown!

wow=ijole, clown=payaso, brown=color cafe, cow=vaca, frown=fruncir el
ceno, can=poder, but=pero, not=no

ABOUT ED AND NED

Let's talk about Ed!
And let's talk about Ned!
Ed is an ox.
So is Ned.
They are oxen.
Let's talk about the two oxen.

let's=vamonos a, talk about=hablar de, ox=buey, so=lo mismo, two=dos

ONE MOUSE, TWO MICE

Mouse! Mouse! Mouse!
A mouse was in the house!
Look, look, look at that mouse!
Mice! Mice! Mice!
Mice aren't nice!
Two mice are in it.
One mouse is on it.

mouse=ratoncito, was=estar (pasado), in=adentro de, house=casa,
look=mira!, mice=ratoncitos, aren't=no son, nice=simpatico, two=dos,
on=en superficie de


ANDY, MANDY, RANDY, DANDY

I see Andy.
I see Mandy.
I see them.
They are dogs.
I see Randy and Dandy.
They are hogs.

I see=yo veo, Andy=(nombre: Andres), Mandy (nombre), them=los (a ellos), they
are=ellos son, dogs=perros, and=y, hogs=puercos/cochinos

PETE AND SKEET

We heat meat.
We heat wheat.
We eat meat.
We eat wheat.
I am Pete with two feet.
He is Skeet with four feet.

we=nosotros, heat=hacer mas caloroso/a, meat=carne, wheat=trigo, eat=comer, I
am=yo soy, Pete=(nombre: forma corta de Pedro), with=con, two=dos, feet=pies,
four=cuatro, Skeet=(nombre en esta cuento de un perro)

ANN AND DAN

Ann ran fast.
Dan ran fast.
Ann had a fast hand.
Dan had a fast hand.
Ann had fast feet.
And Dan had fast feet.

Ann=Ana, ran=corrio, fast=rapido/amente, Dan=Daniel, had=tuvo, hand=mano,
feet=pies, and=y

KITTEN AND PUP

I know a little cow is a calf.
I know a little cat is a kitten.
But some say kitty cat.
And I know a little dog is a pup.
But some say puppy dog.
And some also say doggie.

know=saber, little=pequeno, cow=vaca, calf=becerro, kitten=gatito, pup=perrito,
some=algunos, say=decir, also=tambien, doggie=perrito

OCTOPUS AND BIRDS

An octopus has eight arms.
It lives down in the water.
It has no tail or feathers.
But a bird has both.
Birds fly in the blue sky.
They fly in the day and night.

octopus=pulpo, has=tiene, eight=ocho, arms=brazos, it=ello, lives=vive,
down=abajo, in=en, water=agua, no=ningun, tail=cola, feathers=plumas,
bird=pajaro/ave, both=ambos, fly=voler, blue=azul, sky=cielo, they=ellos,
day=dia, night=noche

FUN AT THE THEATER

We went to the theater.
It was a big movie theater.
We saw a Santa Claus movie.
We saw James Bond fight bad men.
The two movies were fun!
We will go again and again.
We like the movie theater a lot!

we=nosotros, went=ir (pasado), to=a, big=grande, movie=pelicula, saw=ver
(pasado), fight=luchar, bad=malo/a/os/as, men=hombres, two=dos, were=ser
(pasado), fun=diversion/divertido/a/os/as, will=en futuro, go=ir, again=de
nuevo, like=gustarse/disfrutar, a lot=muchisimo

WHO IS MENDKHUU?

Mendkhuu came from far away.
She lived in Mongolia.
Mongolia has much history.
Kubla and Genghis Khan were there.
Its Gobi Desert has fossils.
It has some dinosaur eggs!

came=venir (pasado), from=de, far=lejos, away=de aqui, lived=vivir (pasado),
in=en, has=tiene, were=estuvieron, there=alli/alla, its (su/de ello),
desert=desierto, fossils=fosiles, some=algunos/as, eggs=huevos

MILTON

I see Milton often.
I saw him yesterday.
He was at the library.
He was reading a book.
Milton sits by Nando.
They sometimes talk and walk.

I see=yo veo, often=frecuentamente, saw=ver (pasado), yesterday=ayer,
was=estuvo, at=a, library=biblioteca, reading=leyendo, book=libro, sits=se
sienta, by=al lado de, sometimes=a veces, talk=hablar/conversar, walk=andar

GIRL FROM EL SALVADOR

Do you know the girl from El Salvador?
Elizabeth is from that nation.
It's down south in Central America.
Its products include coffee and bananas.
It borders Nicaragua and Honduras.
The capital is called El Salvador.

do=?, you=usted, know=conocer, girl=muchacha, from=de, that=esa/o,
it's ello esta, south=sur, in=en, its=su/de el/ella/ello,
borders=bordear/tocar, is called=esta llamado (se llama)

ZHENG WHO IS FROM HONG KONG

Do you know Zheng who is from Hong Kong?
He went from there to America.
He lived in New York City.
Zheng worked in a restaurant.
He still works in one.
It's near Kentucky Fried Chicken.

do=?, you know=usted sabe, who=quien, is=es, from=de, he=el, went=ir (pasado),
there=alli/alla, to=a, lived=vivir (pasado), worked=trabajar (pasado), in=en,
still=todavia, he works=el trabaja, one=uno, it's near=ello+esta acerca+de

WHAT IS A PIMPLE?

I know you know many body parts.
But do you know mole, pimple and wart?
Do you know what a moustache is?
Can you spell knuckle or wrist?
What are your knee and ankle?
Where are your index finger and ring finger?

I know=yo se, many=muchos/as, body=cuerpo, parts=partes, but=pero, do=?, you
know=usted sabe, mole=lunar, pimple=grano, wart=verruga, what=que,
moustache=bigote, knuckle=nudillo, wrist=muneca de mano, where are=donde estan,
index finger=dedo indice, ring finger=dedo de anillo

WHAT IS A WIGWAM?

Juana knows words Jose doesn't know.
She knows sidewalk, hut, pagoda and wigwam.
Jose doesn't know those words.
But he does know how to spell more words.
He can spell wrist, of, from, to, two and who.
He can spell doubt, was, scissors and debt.

knows=sabe, words=palabras, doesn't=! no, sidewalk=acera, hut=cabana/choza,
pagoda=pagoda, wigwam=wigwam, those=esas/esos, but=pero, he=el, how=como, to=a,
spell=escribir/escribir en voz alta, more=mas, wrist=muneca de mano, of=de
(libro de Juan), from=de (voy de Mexico), two=dos, who=quien, can=poder,
doubt=duda, scissors=tijeras, debt=deuda

BLUEBERRY PIE

My father likes to eat a lot.
He likes to eat pie.
His favorite pie is blueberry pie.
He also likes blackberry pie.
But my favorite is apple pie.
I eat too much apple pie.

my father=mi padre, likes=le gusta, to=a, eat=comer, a lot=mucho, he=el,
pie=pastel, his=su (de el), favorite=favorito/a/os/as, but=pero,
blueberry=arandano, blackberry=mora, apple=manzana, eat=comer, too
much=demasiado

GUADALUPE

Guadalupe was from Texas.
Guadalupe went back to Texas.
She was there in Mission.
She was on a mission.
She speaks English well.
She spoke a lot with Miguel.

was=fue, from=de, went=ir (pasado), back=atras, to=a, mission=mision, ella=she,
speak/s=hablar, English=ingles, well=bien, spoke=hablar (pasado), a lot=mucho,
with=con

THANKS FOR FOOD:

Today is Thanksgiving.
People say thanks for food.
They eat pumpkin pie.
They eat turkey.
They eat cranberries.
Yes, today is Thanksgiving!

today=hoy, Thanksgiving=Dia de Gracias, people=gente, say=decir, thanks=gracias,
for=para, food=comida, pumpkin=calabaza, eat=comer, cranberries=arandanos

CHRISTMAS IS ALMOST HERE

We love Christmas!
It has pretty lights.
They are on green trees.
We love Christmas!
We eat turkey, cake and pie.
Yes, Christmas is almost here!

we love=nosotros amamos, Christmas=Navidad, it has=ello tiene, pretty=bonito,
lights=luces, they are=ellos estan, on=en superficie de, green=verde/s,
trees=arboles, turkey=pavo, cake=bizcocho, pie=pastel, yes=si, is=es,
almost=casi, here=aqui

HALLOWEEN IS SPOOKY

Halloween is much like Day of the Dead.
We see many people who look like ghosts.
Some people also look like clowns.
Other people look like devils.
And some look like angels.
Halloween is different!

is=es, like=como/similar a, day=dia, of=de, dead=muerto/a/os/as, we see=vemos,
many=muchos/as, people=pueblos/gente, who=que/quien, look like=parecen como,
ghosts=fantasmas, some=alguno/a/os/as, clowns=payasos, devils=diablos,
angels=angeles, diferente

JOSE IS MY NAME

Listen! Jose is my name.
I'm from California.
But I live in Sedalia.
I was in Mexico.
But I'm here now.
I'm Jose, a pretty cool dude!

Listen!=Escucha(n), my name=mi nombre, I'm from=yo soy de, but=pero, I live=yo
vivo, in=en, was=estar (pasado)/estuvo, here=aqui, now=ahora, pretty=muy
(informal), cool=interesante (informal), dude=persona (muy informal)

ANA NOT BANANA

I'm Ana.
Don't call me Banana!
My brother is Joe.
He's not mean.
I'm not a queen.
I'm Ana, but not Banana!

I'm=yo soy, don't=no!, call=llamar, me=me, my brother=mi hermano, he's=el es,
he's not=el no es, mean=malo (de mal conducta), not=no, queen=reina, but=pero


MIGUEL

I can tell you well.
I can tell about Miguel.
He is a tough hombre.
His friend is Jose Fernando.
They talk with Joe.
Miguel is not slow.

I can=yo puedo, tell=tell/contar, you=usted/le (a usted), well=bien,
about=sobre/de/tocante a, tough=fuerte/duro/fornido, his=su/de el, friend=amigo,
they talk=ellos hablan, with=con, is not=no es,
slow=despacio/un poco estupido

THE MYSTERY PERSON

Who is this mysterious person?
She sits on the bus with Mendkhuu.
She likes to eat tacos and burritos.
She likes to color pictures.
She likes to read a lot.
She likes people.

who is=quien, this=esta/o, mysterious=misterioso/a, sit=sentarse, on=en
superficie de, bus=autobus, with=con,
likes=gustarse/disfrutarse, to=a, eat=comer, pictures=dibujos, read=leer, a
lot=mucho, gente

OLOGY POLY GEO BIO RE

Ology poly geo bio re!
Study many earth life again!
You say this makes no sense.
But I say it makes much sense.
It is Latin and Greek.
We use it in science.

study=estudiar, many=muchos/as earth=tierra, life=vida, again=de nuevo,
you=usted, say=decir, this=esto/a, makes=hace, sense=senso, but=pero, I=yo,
say=decir, it=ello, and=y, Greek=Griego, we=nosotros,
use=usar, science=ciencia

TURN ON THE FAUCET

Turn on the faucet!
It's at the sink.
They need water.
They ate too many chiles.
Paco ate too many tacos.
Turn on the faucet!

turn on=abrir (para agua), faucet=grifo/llave/canilla, at=a, sink=fregadero,
need=necesitar, water=agua, too many=demasiados/as, chiles=chiles, ate=comer
(pasado)
