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Many years ago some birds were in trees near some fields.  For example, there were hawks, eagles, and a cuckoo.  They had just eaten a lot of delicious corn seeds.  Now they were singing and chatting happily.  

Hace muchos anos unos pajaros estuvieron en arboles cerca de unos campos.  Por ejemplo hubieron halcones, aguila y un cucu.  Acaban de comer muchos semillas deliciosas de maiz.  Ahora estuvieron cantando y charlando alegremente.

Suddenly one shouted, “Fire!  Fire!  The Rain God has set the corn fields on fire!”  The birds flew up into the clouds to visit the Rain God.  “You are burning the corn fields!  That will destroy the seeds that we eat!”

De repente uno grito, “Fuego!  Fuego!  El Dios de Lluva ha quemado los campos de maiz!”  Los pajaros volaron arriba en los nubes para visitar al Dios de Lluvia.  “Usted esta quemando los campos de maiz!  Esto detruira las semillas que comemos!”

 “No problem,” said the Rain God.  “Get some of the corn seeds out of the fire.   Plant them and I will bring enough rain so that they will grow again.  You will have plenty of good food.”


“No problema,” dijo el Dios de Lluvia.  “Sacan unas semillas de mail afuera del fuego.  Plantalas y traere lluvia suficiente para que pueden crecer de nuevo.  Van a tener mucha buena comida.

All the birds were afraid to fly near the fire except Cuckoo.  He immediately flew into the fire and soon flew out of it.  In his beak were some corn seeds.


Todos los pajaros tuvieron miedo de volar cerca del fuego excepto Cuco.  Inmediatamente volo al fuego y pronto volo afuero.  En su pico fueron unas semilla de maiz.

The other birds were impressed. They said, “You are so brave!  This may happen again so we will do this for you.  We will take care of your eggs and children.”

Los otros pajaros estuvieron impresionados.  Dijeron “Tu eres tan valiente!”    Tal vez esto ocurrera otra vez, por lo tanto haremos esto para ti.  Cuidaremos sus huevos y ninos.”

Cuckoo thought that was a good idea.  He smiled then whistled “Yessss!”  And from that day until this day Cuckoos do not take care of their eggs and children.  The other birds do it for them.

Cuco penso que esto fue una buena idea.  Sonreyo luego silvo “Siiiiiii!”  Y desde ese dia al este dia los cucus no cuidan a sus huevos y ninos.  Los otros pajaros lo hacen para ellos.
NOTE: This story is my version which is based upon a traditional folk story heard in the southern Yucatan of Mexico which I visited in the 1980s including at Chichen Itza.  
LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yum_Kaax
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cuckoo
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tlaloc
Tlaloc is the Aztec name for the rain god.
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