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By Mason Emerson
Connecticut became the 5th state in 1788.  The capital is Hartford, and the largest city is Bridgeport.  It has about 3.5 million people.  Its abbreviation is CT.  Business in the state includes agriculture, insurance and tourism.  U.S. George W Bush was born in New Haven in 1846 although he later lived mostly in Texas.  
Other famous people from Connecticut have included Nathan Hale who was an officer in the Revolutionary War, the abolitionists John Brown and Harriet Beecher Stowe, and the actress Katherine Hepburn.  About 19% of state residents say their ancestors were Italian, 17% Irish, 10% English, 10% German, 10% French.  About 9% speak Spanish in their homes, and many of these came from Puerto Rico.  Many people from the town of New Britain have ancestors from Poland.
It is a very small state.  The White Oak or Quercus alba is the state tree, and the Mountain Laurel or Kalmia latifolia is the flower.   The bird is the robin.  The name Connecticut may be from a Mohican word (Quonehtacut) which means Long River.  
The state nickname is the Constitution State.  Two nicknames for people from Connecticut are Nutmegger and Yankee.  The motto is in Latin, and it means “the transplanted person sustains.”  The state song is Yankee Doodle.   Major Rivers are the Connecticut, the Thames and the Housatonic.  The major lake is Lake Candlewood.  Mount Frissel is 2,380 feet or 725 meters above sea level.  
The first European to explore Connecticut was Adriaen Block from Holland in 1614.  Dutch fur traders built a fort near what is now Hartford.   English colonists called the Puritans came in 1633.  Soon there were many more English than Dutch so in 1654 the Dutch abandoned their fort.   
From 1769 to 1799 people from Connecticut and Pennsylvania sometimes fought over land in a county on the border of both states.  This has been called the Pennamite-Yankee War.  During the American Civil War from 1861 to 1865 the state remained part of the U.S. or the Union.
LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Conneticut
http://50states.com/connecti.htm
http://www.hartford.gov/
http://50states.com/bio/conn.htm
http://www.50states.com/flower/connecticut.htm
http://www.stamfordadvocate.com/
http://www.flickr.com/search/?q=Connecticut
MORE ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ABOUT CONNECTICUT

Write your own essay of one or two paragraphs about this topic.  For example you could have some sentences very similar to the sentences hers, but you could also have some sentences for example about the topic in another nation.  The essay can describe what happens or tell why the topic is interesting.
Draw pictures similar to one or more of the pictures about the topic.  Include some words or sentences about the pictures.  Use the cursive alphabet.  Color the pictures.

Write at least fifteen words or three short sentences using another writing system such as

Futhark (of the Vikings): http://www.viking.no/images/runer.gif
Hierglyphics: http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/trinity/projects/egypt/alphabet.html
CONNECTICUT 

WORDFIND
Connecticut, Hartford, Bridgeport, its abbreviation, George W Bush, NewHaven, Nathan Hale, Revolutionary War, Puerto Rico, Poland, White Oak, the robin, Constitution State, Nutmegger, Yankee Doodle, fur traders, Mount Frissel, Holland, Puritans, the Union
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