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A little girl was lost from her parents deep inside a vast forest. Night came and the winter wind was biting. She asked God what to do and in her mind's eye came the picture of a squirrel which had lost its leafy tree house. What would a squirrel do if there were no other tree homes to enter? She made a pile of leafs, burrowed beneath them, prayed more to her heavenly Father, and soon fell asleep. Yes, she survived to rejoice with her human parents who found her the next morning.

One hot summer night in 1905 a coal-miner's wife suddenly had to get help for her husband whom she had just put to bed in great pain. He had been injured near their house when a wagon slid off a steep hillside killing the horses pulling it. The woman, Grace, ran as fast as possible through a steady drenching rain for a doctor's home five miles away though the land still had wolves and cut-throats roamed about.

Once she stumbled and lay praying, feeling exhausted and all alone. Suddenly a friendly bark sounded and her pet dog, Yeller, was there licking her face. She hadn't been alone after all. Within a couple minutes she made it to the bright light of the home where the doctor was and he came at once to save her husband's life.

Bad situations occur, making us feel alone or indeed totally isolated. But this reminds us that even if we find ourselves in similar situations, there is still hope and sometimes friends, even unseen ones, who can show up to offer comfort. Maybe we just need to call out to them or wait a little longer. Minutes can help. See?  Please think about it. Light always overcomes darkness though it may take a while.  And a good shepherd does look for lost sheep.  (Lu 15:4)   
