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flag of Colorado; courtesy of wikipedia.com
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By Mason Emerson
Colorado became the 38th state of the US on August 1, 1876.  A common nickname is the Centennial State.  Its capital and largest city is Denver.  Some other cities are Pueblo, Durango, Boulder, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Sterling and Grand Junction.  The population is about 4.4 million people. 
Colorado se convirtio en el 38.o estado de los EEUU el primero de agosto de 1876. Un apodo comun es El Estado Centenario.   Su capital y ciudad mas grande es Denver.  Algunas otras ciudades son Pueblo, Durango, Boulder, Colorado Springs, Fort Collins, Sterling y Grand Junction.  La poblacion es casi 4.4 millones de personas.  
Industries include oil; the production of wheat, cattle and sheep, mining of gold and molybdenum, financing and manufacturing.  The Colorado River is the major river.  
Las industrias incluyen el petroleo, la produccion de trigo, los ganados de res y ovejas, la minaria de oro y molibdeno, la financiacion y la fabricacion.   El Rio Colorado es el rio principal.  
Tourism is especially important during winter when people go to ski resorts in Aspen, Vail, Crested Butte, and Steamboat Springs.  Major Lakes include the Grand Lake.   Colorado has the Sangre de Cristo Mountains, the San Juan Mountains, and the Front Range of the Rocky Mountains.   The highest point in Colorado and the Rocky Mountains is Mount Elbert at 14,433 feet or 4,399 meters above sea level.  
El turismo es especialmente importante durante el invierno cuando gente va a estaciones de esqui en Aspen, Vail,  Crested Butte, y Steamboat Spirngs.    Los lagos importantes incluyen Grand Lake.   Colorado tiene las Montanas Sangre de Cristo, las Montanas San Juan, y la parte delantera de las Montanas Rocosas.   La cima mas alta de Colorado y de las Montanas Rocosas es Montaje Elbert a 14.433 pies o 4.399 metros sobre el nivel del mar.
Mesa Verde is a major national park.  The state motto is "Nil sine Numine" which is Latin for “Nothing Without Deity.”  The state song is Where the Columbines Grow.  Numerous dinosaur fossils are found in Colorado.  The official fish, insect and bird are the Cutthroat Trout, Colorado Hairstreak Butterfly and the Lark bunting.  The official animal is the Rocky Mountain Bighorn Sheep.  
Mesa Verde es un parque nacional importante.   La lema del estado es el "Nil sine Numine" que es el latin para "Nada Sin Deidad." La cancipn del estado es Donde Los Flores Columbines Crecen.  Fosiles numerosos dinosaurios se encuentran en Colorado.   El pez, insecto y pajaro oficiales son la trucha de Cutthroat (latin: Oncorhynchus clarki), la Mariposa Hairstreak (Raya Cebello; latin: Hypaurotis crysalus) de Colorado y la Gorrion Ala Blanca.   El animal oficial es el Borrego Cimarron (Muflon de la Montanas Rocosas; latin: Ovis canadensis).  
The tree and flower are the Colorado Blue Spruce and the Rocky Mountain Columbine. The rock, mineral and gemstone are Yule Marble (white), Rhodochrosite and aquamarine. About 18% of the population is Hispanic.   There are professional sports teams for soccer, lacrosse, ice hockey, baseball, basketball and football.
El arbol y la flor son la Aguilena caerulea (latin: Aquilegia caerulea) de Colorado y el Columbine de las Montana Rocosas.  La roca, el mineral y la piedra preciosa son Marmol de Yule (blanco), Rhodochrosite y aguamarina.   Casi 18% de la poblacion es hispanica.  Hay equipos de deportes profesionales para futbol, lacrosse, hockey sobre hielo, beisbol, baloncesto y balompie.
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painting by Frederic Remington; from wikipedia.org

Native Americans were in Colorado thousands of years ago.  The first group is called the Basket Makers and the second group is called the Cliff Dwellers.  The Cliff Dwellers built towns in canyon walls.  A large expedition was led by Francisco Vasquez de Coronado from Mexico through Sonora to what is now the southwestern US in 1540.  
Los amerindios estaban en Colorado hace miles de anos.  El primer grupo se llama los Fabricantes de Cestas y el segundo grupo se llama los Habitantes de Acantilados.  Los Habitantes de Acantilado construyeron ciudades en paredes de barranca.   Una expedicion grande fue conducido por Francisco Vasquez de Coronado de Mexico a traves de Sonora a lo ahora es los EEUU al sudoeste en 1540. 
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photo from wikipedia.org

In 1541 some of its men may have explored what is now southeastern Colorado.  Juan Maria Rivera led another expedition that found some gold in 1765.  The US acquired part of the land from France by the Louisiana Purchase of 1803.  It later got more of the land after the Mexican American War in 1848.   Some Americans went into the mountains to trap beaver.  Some famous mountain men were Jedediah Smith and Kit Carson.  
En 1541 unos de sus hombres tal vez exploraban a lo que ahora es Colorado del sudeste.  Juan Maria Rivera condujo otra expedicion que encontro un poco de oro en 1765.   Los EEUU adquirieron la parte de la tierra de Francia por la Compra de Luisiana en 1803. Consiguieron mas adelante mas de la tierra despues de la Guerra Americana-Mexicana en 1848.   Algunos americanos entraron las montanas para atrapar a castores.  Algunos hombres famosos de las montanas fueron Jedediah Smith y Kit Carson.
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Little Colorado River.  Pam Sponhos, USFWS
COLORADO WORDFIND
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ABOUT COLORADO
Write your own essay of one or two paragraphs about this topic.  For example you could have some sentences very similar to the sentences hers, but you could also have some sentences for example about the topic in another nation.  The essay can describe what happens or tell why the topic is interesting.
Draw pictures similar to one or more of the pictures about the topic.  Include some words or sentences about the pictures.  Use the cursive alphabet.  Color the pictures.

Write at least fifteen words or three short sentences using another writing system such as 

Futhark (of the Vikings):
http://www.viking.no/images/runer.gif
Hierglyphics: http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/trinity/projects/egypt/alphabet.html
LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colorado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Francisco_V%C3%A1squez_de_Coronado
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jedediah_Smith
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Juan_Rivera_(explorer)
