CHRISTMAS SUGAR CANES



A traditional red-and-white sugar cane and a multi-colored one; courtesy of wikipedia.com
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By Mason Emerson
Red and white sugar canes are very popular in many nations during Christmas.  One legend says in 1670, the choirmaster at a cathedral in Cologne, Germany, gave sticks of sugar to children to help them stay quiet during a Living Nativity ceremony, and he bent them into the shape of shepherds’ crooks.  However, they were probably invented by Amalia Erikson.  
Los bastones rojos y blancos de cana de azucar son muy populares en muchas naciones durante la Navidad. Una leyenda dice que el maestro de coro en catedral en Cologne, Alemania, dio los palillos de azucar a los ninos para ayudarles a quedarse tranquilos durante una ceremonia viva de la Natividad, y  el los doblo en la forma de los bastones de pastores.  Sin embargo, problamente fueron inventados por Amalia Erikson.
Amalia Erikson was a 25 year old widow who lived in Granna located by a large lake in southern Sweden.  She needed money to support herself and her daughter.  Therefore, in 1859 she obtained a license to open a store which made sugar canes.  The city is still famous for the production of the candy.  Some people say the colors red and white have a religious significance, but there is no proof that this is or is not true.
Amalia Erikson fue una viuda de 25 anos que vivio en Granna situado por un lago grande en Suecia del sur.  Ella necesito dinero para apoyarse y su hija.  Por lo tanto, en 1859 ella obtuvo una licencia para abrir una tienda que hizo bastones de azucar.  La ciudad es todavia famosa por la produccion del caramelo.  Alguna gente dice que los colores rojos y el blanco tienen una significacion religiosa, pero no hay prueba que este es o no es verdad.
The Swedish name for the candy is Polkagrisar.  Polka means Polka, a kind of dance that was very popular in the time of Amalia Erikson.  The word grisar means pigs.  The reason for the name Polka Pigs is uncertain, but the curly part of the cane resembles the curly tail of a pig.  The name is funny and therefore easy to remember.  Perhaps when people ate the sugar it made them dance faster and when people step on grease they quickly fall.
El nombre sueco para el caramelo es Polkagrisar.   Polka significa polka, un tipo de danza que fue muy popular en el tiempo de Amalia Erikson.  La palabra grisar significa cerdos.  La razon para el nombre cerdos de Polka no es claro, pero la parte rizada del baston resembla la cola rizada de un cerdo. El nombre es comico y por lo tanto facil para recordar.  Tal vez cuando la gente comio el azucar les hizo bailar mas rapida y cuando la gente camina en la grasa ella se cae rapidamente.
The candy is very attractive and some people hang it on Christmas trees.  However, the main thing about the candy is its taste.  People grind it then put the pieces on top of ice-cream, cookies or fudge.  Some put it into drinks such as chocolate and coffee.   
El caramelo es muy atractivo y unas personas la suspende de arboles de la Navidad.  Sin embargo, la cosa principal sobre este caramelo es su sabor.  La gente la muele entonce ponen los pedazitos encima de helados, galletas o chapuzas.  Unas personas la pone en bebidas como chocolate y cafe.
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http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gr%C3%A4nna 
http://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Polkagris
 http://www.algonet.se/~heiden/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Candy_Cane
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ABOUT CHRISTMAS SUGAR CANES
Write your own essay of one or two paragraphs about this topic.  For example you could have some sentences very similar to the sentences hers, but you could also have some sentences for example about the topic in another nation.  The essay can describe what happens or tell why the topic is interesting.
Draw pictures similar to one or more of the pictures about the topic.  Include some words or sentences about the pictures.  Use the cursive alphabet.  Color the pictures.

Write at least fifteen words or three short sentences using another writing system such as 
Futhark (of the Vikings):
http://www.viking.no/images/runer.gif
Hierglyphics: http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/trinity/projects/egypt/alphabet.html
