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“Now it is Christmas again” by Carl Larsson; courtesy of wikipedia.org
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By Mason Emerson

Even those who for some reason oppose the celebrating of Christmas admit that because of Christmas every year millions of poor persons including non-Christians receive billions of dollars worth of comfort and care, food and gifts etc, making it a time for much rejoicing all over the planet Earth.  Many, including opposers, also admit that it is a time which brings great beauty from Christmas lights, smiles to happy children etc.

Historically, into the time of the Pilgrims, those who have attacked the day have spoken against its jovial nature said to be too jovial, pagan or somehow against scriptures.  In fact they have also alleged that those who do celebrate it are what they call “immature” Christians.  Unfortunately most mainstream Christians do not know how to answer their objections to Christmas, so this lays out those.

To begin with, so far as scriptures go, Colossians 2:16 says “do not let anyone judge you by what you eat or drink, or with regard to a religious festival, a New Moon celebration or a Sabbath day” so opposers should not automatically judge holidays including Christmas negatively, especially not so since it is in honor of Jesus Christ after whom the day is named in the words parts of Christmas, namely Christ + mass.  
Opposers have said Christmas may have come from the non-Christian Saturnalia, but they fail to note that it also may have come from the Jewish celebration Hannukah which first began December 27 but varies yearly as it is lunar-based.  Hannukah, also sometimes spelled Channukah and also known as the Festival of Lights, includes extra fine meals, gifts, tree parts and lights.   Angels celebrated Christ’s birth and in winter Christ as a Jewish rabbi was at the Feast of Dedication, another term for Hannukah. (Lu 2:6; Jn10:22)  

The Christmas celebration has always been used to honor Christ, not, as some have alleged, an ancient sun god of the Saturnalia etc, and so for Christians this is definitely a Christian holiday.  Even if it were somehow originally pagan, it is also true that God had made unclean foods clean for Christians, and ironically names like Thursday (Thor’s Day), wedding rings etc are accepted including by those who speak against Christmas.  
Some have called Christmas a matter of darkness overcoming light, but from early Christianity unto today the day has not been a case of darkness contaminating light, but rather it is a case of light overcoming what was dark.  The birth of Christ is like the brightest of lights for Christians.
From the 1800s on some Americans have opposed celebrating Christmas because they have claimed Santa Claus is based on a pagan god or wizard.  In fact Santa Claus is from the Dutch name Sinter Claus which in turn comes from Saint Nicholaus.  He was an actual man who became famous for giving gifts to the poor.  Saint Nicholaus actually did wear the red clothing of a bishop and carried a miter or cane.
The Christmas tree has also been attacked.  Opponents have said it is an ancient vestige of tree worship.  In fact during the Middle Ages there were Christmas plays performed at churches in Europe and one highly popular play was about Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. It began as the Tree Of Life which appeared in the play.
Some have said the day being on the 25th is false.  As pointed out already, however, the day may be linked to the first Hannukah; and, moreover, it is said originally there were records of Jewish censuses kept in Rome which supported the date, but those were later destroyed when the city was sometimes sacked and burnt. 

Finally, opposers have derided the jovial atmosphere that comes with Christmas.  In fact, though, Galatians 5:22 says joy is one of the fruits of God’s Holy Spirit.  Being festive and jovial are a part of joy.  Also, while it is true that some overdo matters when they drink and drive, provided people behave properly including as to how much they drink, there is nothing scripturally wrong with being happy – quite to the contrary!
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