CHRISTIAN WAR ON CRIME
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By Mason Emerson

James 4:4-6 says that to be approved by God we must not have "friendship with the world" by which James means not the world in general, namely suffering humanity including the victims of crime, but rather that we must not be friends of the world in the sense of not befriending wicked violent people.  Now surely complaining, even preaching about crime does only limited good compared to carefully but surely fighting it!  Christians are champions of what is right and just, not promoters of crimes, not even by passively sitting by what is it done before their very eyes.

And so why not consider practical methods for taking Christian actions to help end crimes.  You might try and do some things like these: get yourself, family or friends to meet and do some of the following regularly: after an in-the-home Bible reading go pick up area street or roadside trash; erase or paint over grafitti; drive seniors to shop so they can avoid thugs.  

Continuing, you can work with a PTA to get children safely escorted to and from schools, or to get "safe houses" set up for them to go to if bothered; strategically post or distribute the police department's phone number about the neighborhood; report suspicious activities to police; discreetly camcord high crime areas and post that it's being done; support and work with the police. (Ro 13:1)

As Christians we can post or leave about leaflets with scriptures teaching honest work, supporting one's family, faithfulness, other virtues working against criminal sexual conduct; read in the papers, call the library reference people or city hall to find out whom to present with a petition that calls for curfew enforcement; surf the net to find other useful ideas and good people to connect with who can also be helpful. 

