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More than one billion people speak Chinese in China and around the world.  This means almost one person in five speaks the language.  There are different forms or dialects of Chinese, but the most common form is Mandarin.  

Here are the four tones used for Mandarin and how to pronounce vowels and consonants.
1. First tone 
ˉ

high level 

妈 which means mother
2. Second tone 
΄ 

middle rising 

麻 hemp, flax.....
3. Third tone 
ˇ 

low dipping 

马 horse

4. Fourth tone
 ̀ 

high falling

骂 blame, scold
5. Normal tone 





吗 or+not
A=ah, mama; E=eh, bet; I=ee, meet; O=oh, no; U=oo, moon or u as in rude; 
AO=ow as in cow; EI=ay as in day; -IE=ih as in pit

-en=uhn as in fun
C=ts as in its; CH=ch as in China; J=j as in jaw; Q=a soft ch as in chin; ZH=j; X=sh; Z=dz as adze
SOME MANDARIN CHINESE SENTENCES
      MEANINGS IN ENGLISH                   TRANSCRIPTION                      CHINESE CHARACTERS

	You good? 
=You okay? How are you?  Hello.  
	Ni3 hao3?
	你    好 ?

	Very good, thanks.

I’m feeling very well. 
	Hen3 hao3, xie4 xie4.
	很   好, 谢谢.

	You speak Chinese or+not?
	Ni3 shuo1hua4 Pu3tong1hua4 ma5?
	你   说话    普通话 吗?

	I speak little+bit.
I speak some.
	Wo3 shu1hua4 yi1dian3.
	我  说话  一点.

	You know English or+not? 

 =Do you know English?
	Ni3 zhi1dao5 Ying1yu3 ma?
	  你 知道   英语   吗?

	I know English, Spanish and Chinese.
	Wo3 zhi1dao5 ying1yu3, Xi1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddictbasic&wdqb=Spanish&wdrst=0&go=Search&wddmtm=0" \l "#" ban1

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddictbasic&wdqb=Spanish&wdrst=0&go=Search&wddmtm=0" \l "#" ya2

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?page=worddictbasic&wdqb=Spanish&wdrst=0&go=Search&wddmtm=0" \l "#" yu3  he2
Pu3tong1hua4 ma5.
	我   知道   英语,   和 西班牙语

	Where is bathroom?

= Where’s a bathroom?
	Na3li5 shi4 ce4suo3?
	哪里    是     厕所 ?

	Left/Right.
	Zuo3/You4
	左/ 右

	You called what?

=What’s your name?
	Ni3 jiao4 shen2me5?
	你   叫     什么 ?

	I called John. 

=My name is John.
	Wo3 jiao4 John.
	我    叫   John.

	That is what? 

=What is that?
	Nei4ge4 shi4 shen2me5?
	那个     是      什么 ?

	That is food. 

=That’s some food.
	Nei4ge4 shi4 shi2wu4.
	那个     是      食物.

	Much little money?
=How much money?
	Duo1 shao5 qian2?
	多少    钱?

	One American dollar.
	Yi1 mei3 yuan2.
	一    美   元.

	I want it.  
	Wo3  yao4 ta1.
	我   要   它.

	That good? =Is that good?
	Nei4ge4 hao3?
	那个     好?

	Please give I little+bit more.  Please give me some more.
	Qing3 gei3 yi1dian3   yi1dian3.
	请  给    我   一点   更多.

	No problem.
	Bu4 wen4ti2.
	不   问题.

	Have water or+not?
Is there any water?
	You3 shui3 ma5?
	有   水  吗 ?

	Have.=There is.
	You3.
	有.

	Free (no cost) not free?

It is free?
	Mian3fei4 bu4 mian3fei4?
	免费   不   免费?

	Be belonging. =Yes.
	Shi3 de4.
	是

 HYPERLINK "http://www.mdbg.net/chindict/chindict.php?cdqchi=%E6%98%AF" \o "Lookup in character dictionary" 是.
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