CANADA AND ITS HISTORY
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By Mason Emerson
On July 1, 1867, Canada became a nation made up of four British colonies of Ontario, that is to say Quebec, Nova Scotia and New Brunswick.   It became totally independent on April 17, 1987 although the Queen of England is still the head of the nation.

El primero de julio de 1867 Canada llego a ser una nacion hecho de cuatro colonias de Gran Bretana, es decir Ontario, de Quebec, Nueva Escocia y Nuevo Brunswick.   Hace hizo totalmente independiente el 17 de abril en 1987 aunque la Reina de Inglaterra es todavia jefe de nacion.  

There are now ten provinces and three territories.    The main leader of Canada is called the Prime Minister.  People in Canada elect representatives to a House of Commons.   There is also a Senate, but its members are appointed.  The main political group is the Liberal Party although sometimes conservative politicians have won.  Canadians receive health care and retirement benefits from the national government.

Ahora hay diez provincias y tres territorios.   El lider principal del Canada se llama el Primer Ministro.   La gente en Canada elige representantes a una Camara de los Comunes.   Hay tambien un Senado, pero sus miembros son designados.   El grupo politico principal se llama el Partido Liberal aunque a veces politico conservativos han ganados.  Los canadienses reciben seguro medical nacional y beneficios jubilacion del gobierno nacional.

Canada is famous for its mountains, lakes, rivers, animals and beauty.  For example Lake Louise is very pretty.  The beaver is the national animal.  The province of Quebec has French culture, and people speak French.  
El Canada es famoso para las montanas, los lagos, los rios, los animales y la belleza.  Por ejemplo el Lago Louise (Luisa) es muy hermosa.  El castor es el animal nacional.  La provincia de Quebec tiene la cultura francesa, y la gente habla frances.  
English and French are official languages in Canada.  The national sports are ice hockey and lacrosse.  As said, Canada and Britain share the same queen.  It is common to see the flags of both nations in many parts Canada.  
Ingles y frances son lenguas oficiales en el Canada.  Los deportes nacionales son hockey sobre hielo y lacrosse.  Como dicho, el Canada y Bretana comparten la misma monarca.   Es comun a ver las banderas de ambas naciones en muchas partes el Canada.  

The flag of France is seen more in Quebec.  In the War of 1812 the U.S. and Canada attacked each other.  The U.S., Mexico and Canada are members of the NAFTA economic agreement and they enjoy peace and business together.
La bandera de Francia se ve mas en el Quebec.    En la Guerra de 1812 las naciones de los EEUU y el Canada atacaron uno contra el otro.   Los EEUU, Canada y Mexico son miembros del acuerdo economico NAFTA y juntos gozan de la paz y los comercios.
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Saskatoon berries (aka Serviceberries) resemble blueberries

Photo above courtesy of usda.gov; also see http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saskatoon_berry
Different provinces enjoy different foods.  Poutine (Poo-teen) is a gravy which is common in many areas.   People put it on potatoes and fried potatoes.    Quebec has many foods from France.  
Diferentes provincias gozan de diferentes alimentos.  Poutine (Pu-tin) es una salsa de carne que es comun en muchas areas.  La gente pone Poutine en las papas y papas fritas.  El Quebec tiene muchos alimentos de Francia.  
Native Americans enjoy Posole Stew and Wojape.  Wojape is a kind of berry pudding.   The East Coast has Duffs which are a kind of dumpling.   The West Coast has poached salmon.  It also has Nanaimo bars which are candy bars.   People in the prairie area enjoy Saskatoon Pie.  There are more donut shops in Canada than in the U.S.  Canadians drink hot tea; they do not drink iced tea.
Los amerindios gozan del estofado Posole y de Wojape. Wojape es un tipo de pudín de bayas.  La Costa del Este tiene Duffs que es un tipo de bola de masa guisada.  La Costa del Oeste tiene salmones escalfados. Tambien tiene barras de Nanaimo que son barras de caramelo.  La gente en la area praderas goza de la Tarta  Saskatoon.  Hay mas tiendas de donuts (tipo de bunuelo) en el Canada que hay en los EEUU.  Los canadienses beben te caliente; no beben te con hielo.



The flag of Quebec

Canada is the second largest nation on earth.  The maple leaf is the national symbol on its red and white flag.   Although most people speak English or French and at least some of the other language, more than one million speak Chinese or Punjabi, a language of India.   
El Canada es la segunda mas grande nacion en la tierra.  La hoja arce es el simbolo nacional en su bandera roja y blanca.  Aunque la majoria de gente habla ingles o france y a lo menos unos de la otra lengua, mas de un million de personas hablan chino u punjabi, una lengua de India.  Casi 77% de la poblacion es cristiana.  
About 77% of the population is Christian.  About 44% of the people are Catholic and 56% are Protestants mostly in the United Church of Canada.  After Christianity the largest religion is Islam.  About 2% of the population is Muslim.

Casi 44% de la gente es catolico y 56% es protestante en la mayoria en la Iglesia Unida del Canada.  Despues de la Cristianidad la religion mas grande es el Islam.  Casi 2% de la poblacion es musulman.




Courtesy wikipedia.org.

From a painting by Thomas Lawrence about 1800

Alexander MacKenzie was a very famous explorer in the history of Canada.  He was born in Scotland in 1764 but his family moved to New York and in 1776 to Montreal.  On July 20, 1793 he became the first known European to cross North America above Mexico from the Atlantic to the Pacific.  This was eleven years before the expedition of Lewis and Clark.  
Alexander MacKenzie fue un explorador muy famoso en la historia del Canada.  Se nacio en Escocia en 1764 pero su familia mudo a Nueva York y en 1776 mudo a Montreal.  En el 20 de julio en 1793 se hizo el primer europeano conocido para el cruzar de Norte America arriba de Mexico del Atlantico al Pacifico.  Esto fue once anos antes de la expedicion de Lewis y Clark.

LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canada
http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/learningresources/facts/index.html
http://www.saskschools.ca/~gregory/canada/facts/can.html
http://www.vec.ca/english/2/canada-facts.cfm
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Lake+Louise+Canada
http://www.canada.com/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saskatoon_berry
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MORE ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ABOUT CANADA
Write your own essay of one or two paragraphs about this topic.  For example you could have some sentences very similar to the sentences hers, but you could also have some sentences for example about the topic in another nation.  The essay can describe what happens or tell why the topic is interesting.
Draw pictures similar to one or more of the pictures about the topic.  Include some words or sentences about the pictures.  Use the cursive alphabet.  Color the pictures.

Write at least fifteen words or three short sentences using another writing system such as Futhark (of the Vikings): 
http://www.viking.no/images/runer.gif
Hierglyphics: http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/trinity/projects/egypt/alphabet.html
