BRENDAN’S CHRISTIAN MISSION TO NORTH AMERICA
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As Ireland became Christian, those natives who sailed to minister and convert others included Brendan of Ardfert and Clonfert born in 484 near what is now Tralee, baptized by Erc, educated and ordained in 512 by Ita.   
In 512-530 Brendan built monastic cells by Brandon Hill from which he was gone 7 years with 18-150 other monks.  They sailed westwards or southwestwards to what may have been the southeastern USA.  

The Latin Navigatio Sancti Brendani  (St. Brendan’s Navigations) of the 10th or 11th century details his travels.  Heading west or southwest Brendan found other monks on an island then sailed on perhaps with some of them via Greenland and icebergs.  
St Aengus the Culdee near the end of the 8th century mentioned 60 men who went with Brendan to find “the Land of Promise."  

Brendan returned, founded the See of Ardfert, a monastery at Coney Island, Clare County in 550, went on to Wales and then Iona.  After 3 years in Britain, he returned to Dysart or Kilkenny County, Killiney (Tubberboe), and Brandon Hill. 
He founded the Sees of Ardfert and  Annaghdown, set up churches in the counties of Galway and Mayo.  In 557 he founded Clonfert and after dying at Annaghdown in 577 was buried at Clonfert.  

Later the Vikings found an area south of Vinland and Chesapeake Bay called "Hvitramamaland" “Land of the White Men” or Greater Ireland, and Shawnee noted Florida had been inhabited by whites with iron implements.  The story of Brendan’s trip details animals and plants of North America.  

In 1976 Tim Severin used 6th Century sailing and technology to duplicate the trip in a small leather boat, and in 1982 experts translated ancient Irish rock writings at two separate sites in the 1960s in West Virginia.  
Written in the Ogham alphabet of 6th Century Ireland  they tell of Christmas, one writing including the expressing “Glad tidings” in Algonquian, Native American.  

So at least 1000 years before missionary John Elliot, Brendan and other Irish missionaries may have witnessed about Christ to appreciative Native Americans, taking Matthew 28:19 truly to heart.
LEARN MORE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Saint_Brendan
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tim_Severin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mount_Brandon
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iona
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Iceland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newfoundland
http://www.omniglot.com/writing/ogham.htm
http://www.aislingmagazine.com/aislingmagazine/articles/TAM17/Columbus.html
http://cwva.org/wwvrunes/wwvrunes_3.html
MORE ACTIVITIES AND ASSIGNMENTS ABOUT BRENDAN
Write your own essay of one or two paragraphs about this topic.  For example you could have some sentences very similar to the sentences hers, but you could also have some sentences for example about the topic in another nation.  The essay can describe what happens or tell why the topic is interesting.
Draw pictures similar to one or more of the pictures about the topic.  Include some words or sentences about the pictures.  Use the cursive alphabet.  Color the pictures.

Write at least fifteen words or three short sentences using another writing system such as

Futhark (of the Vikings): http://www.viking.no/images/runer.gif
Hierglyphics: http://atschool.eduweb.co.uk/trinity/projects/egypt/alphabet.html
