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Tall hills or mountains such as the Ozark Mountains of Missouri look like giants in the darkness of the night.  Many years ago there was an old woman who lived alone in those high hills or mountains.  Sometimes people from a nearby town came to her house and paid her money for her herbs, but otherwise she was all alone - except for one friend named Raw Red.

 

Raw Red was a huge red hog.  All of his hair was long and red.  He also had large, white, sharp teeth.  He lived in the house with the old woman whose name was Belinda.  When she planted herbs, he was with her.  When she explored in the forest for food and medicines, he was also with her.

 

One day old Belinda told the huge red hog, "I need some long green plantain for a medicine to heal a child who broke his arm in town."

 

Raw Red grunted, "I will get it for you.  I will be back within an hour before dark."

 

"Thank you," Belinda told her best friend.

 

An hour came and went.  Raw Red had not come home.  It was now dark.  Another hour came and went.  Raw Red still had not come home.

 

Belinda went to look for him in the darkness.  Near the largest patch of blackberries in the forest she found his bloody head and bones.  She began to cry, and suddenly a tall black bear appeared.  She screamed but the bear did not bother her and it did not move.  Finally it spoke gently.

 

"Listen.  I will tell you what happened.  The hunter who is your neighbor came and he hit Raw Red with an ax.  He took the meat from your friend's body to his house to eat.  Do you want revenge for this, Belinda?"

 

"Yes!  Of course I do!"

 

The bear smiled then it vanish in a puff of smoke.  The bloody head and bones of Raw Red then came together dancing in the air.  

 

"Peace be with you, dearest Friend, Belinda!  I am no longer Raw Red.  I am now Bloody Bones!!"

 

Then Bloody Bones began to glide through the air toward the house of the hunter which was on top of a high Ozark mountain.  Belinda followed, unseen in the darkness.

 

Bloody Bones went inside the hunter's dark barn and slowly ate his white horse which neighed again and again in horrible, gruesome pain.  The hunter soon came out to the barn and entered with a rifle in his hands.  His horse was not in the stable there.  He only saw its bloody head and bones.

 

"Who did this!"  He screamed while firing into the darkness.

 

In the darkness appeared the scary sight of Bloody Bones.  "I ate your horse!"

 

The hunter's heart almost stopped as he saw the bloody bones and hog's head in the air in front of him.  "Who are you!"  He shouted again and fired his rifle at Bloody Bones.

 

The bullets did nothing to stop Bloody Bones.  "Hunter, I am Bloody Bones, the bloody head and bones of old Belinda's hog!  You have eaten my meat, so now I will eat your own meat!"

 

"No!!  No!!" The hunter screamed.  He backed toward the door of the barn.  His hand grabbed the door.   His heart was pounding, cold sweat was dripping from his face.  Then he felt something like a hard ball of ice hit his back.

 

He turned his head to see what it was while screaming in pain.  He saw a bloody bone hitting his back!  

 

"No, no!!!"  he screamed and screamed again and again.  Still more cold, bloody bones hit him.  He fell to the ground screaming.  

 

As Belinda watched, Bloody Bones ate all the meat off the body of her neighbor the hunter until nothing more was left except his bloody head and bones.

 

In the darkness Belinda smiled and cackled like a witch.  Indeed many people say that she was a witch or became one after that blood-filled night.  

 

Also there are some people in the Ozarks who say that they have sometimes seen her walking in the forest and there is the blood head and bones of a huge hog floating in the air beside her - Bloody Bones.

 

Of course children in the Ozarks do not wander into the forest by themselves, especially not at night.  Also, the adults and their children never kill the animals of their neighbors, for they know that if they do, Bloody Bones will eat them too!

