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By Mason Emerson

The story of Beowulf was written over one thousand years ago, and it was the first story written in English.  It is about Beowulf, a brave man who lived in Yeatland.  After Beowulf heard that a monster named Grendel was killing brave warriors at the palace called Heorot of King Hrothgar, he and some friends went there in a ship.   King Hrothgar gave Beowulf and his friends a party.  During the night the monster Grendel suddenly came from a marsh and killed another warrior.   
La historia de Beowulf fue escrita hace mas de mil anos, y fue la primera historia escrito en ingles.  Esta sobre Beowulf, un hombre valiente que vivio en Yeatland.  Despues de que Beowulf oyo que una monstrua nombrada Grendel mataba a guerreros valientes al palacio llamado Heorot del Rey Hrothgar, el y algunos amigos fueron alli en un barco.   El rey Hrothgar dio a Beowulf y sus amigos una fiesta.   Durante la noche el monstruo Grendel vino de repente de un pantano y mato a otro guerrero. 
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A barrow or burial mound; wikipedia.org
Beowulf killed the monster.  Later Grendel’s mother attacked and Beowulf killed her also.   He returned to Yeatland and some years later became king.  A dragon began killing people in the kingdom.  He was old but he fought and killed it.  However, the dragon had wounded him.  After Beowulf died the people buried him with treasure in a mound by the sea.  

Beowulf mato al monstruo.  Mas adelante la madre de Grendel ataco y Beowulf le mato a ella tambien.   El volvio a Yeatland y algunos anos mas tarde llego a ser el rey.   Un dragon comenzo a matar a la gente del reino.   Fue viejo pero lo lucho y mato. Sin embargo, el dragon lo habia herido.  Despues de que Beowulf murio la gente lo enterro con tesoro en un monton por a lado del mar.

 

The story includes information about three Anglo-Saxon dynasties during the 500s.  Paul Wilkinson has written that Heorot was one of the largest areas in the county of Kent which had an Anglo-Saxon King and his people.  The area was also called Schrawnghop which in Anglo-Saxon means a land with a marsh frequented by one or more evil beings.  Although experts had believed the story was only a fiction, many now believe it also includes many facts.
La historia include informacion acerca de tres dinastias anglo-saxones durante los 500s.  Paul Wilkinson ha escrito que Heorto fue uno las areas mas grandes en el condado de Kent que tuvo un rey anglo-saxon y la gente de el.  La area tambien se llamo Schrawnghop lo que en el Anglo-Saxon significa una tierra con un pantano frecuentado por uno u mas seres malvados.  Aunque los expertos habian creido que la historia fue solamente una ficcion, ahora muchos creen que tambien incluye muchos hechos.

The poem not only has many details about people and events, but it tells about items such as swords and burials.  Archaeologists have discovered that its details match what they have seen for example at Sutton Hoo where a large ship and many small items were found buried.

La poema no solamente tiene muchos detalles de gente y eventos, sino dice de cosas como espaldas y entierros.  Los arqueologistas han descubiertos que sus detalles igualan a los que han visto por ejemplo a Suttoon Hoo donde un barco grande y muchas cosas pequenas se encontraron enterradas.
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First page of Beowulf; courtesy of wikipedia.org
LEARN MORE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Beowulf
http://www.suttonhoo.org/
http://www.britarch.ac.uk/BA/ba39/ba39feat.html
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grendel
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Heorot
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dragon
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