BASIC SWAHILI




http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Image:HansomeLion_002.jpg
Swahili is spoken by about 40 million east Africans in nations such as Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda, Rwanda, Burundi, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, northern Tanzania and Mozambique.

SURVIVAL PHRASES

	1. Hello.
	Jambo. (Jahmboh.)

	2. What is your name?
	Jina lako ni nani? (Jeenah lahkoh nee nahnee?  Name your is what?

	3. Do you speak English?
	Wasema kiingereza? (You+speak the+English?)

	4. A little.
	Kidogo. (Keedohgoh.)

	5. I don’t understand.
	Sifahamu. (Seefah-hah-moo.)

	6. What is that?
	Yula ni gani? (That is what+kind?)

	7. How much?
	Bei gani? (Bay gahnee?  What+type value?)

	8. I want it.
	Namtaka (I+it+want.)

	9. Please.
	Tafadhali.

	10. Thanks.
	Ahsante.

	11. Where is a bathroom?
	Choo/msalani ni wapi? (Bathroom is where?) 

	12. Goodbye.
	Kwaheri.


SOME EXTRA WORDS

	I, you, he, she, it

we, you (pl), they, 

already, see, go, come, day, 

up, down, road, street

with, from, 

one, good, 

man, and, or,  woman, 

food, water, to, house, 

word, because, 

much, cold, not, hot

yes, no, maybe

what kind, where, this, that,

animal, lion, elephant, snake, crocodile, 

bird, fish, cat, dog,

money, name, language

open, closed,

in the past, in the future, in the present, is/are
	mimi/miye, wewe, yeye, yeye, yeye, 

sisi, ninyi, wao

mesha, ona, enda, ja, mchana/siku 

juu, chini, barabara, njia

na, toka

moja, sema/zuri

bwana, na, au/ama, nzuri

chakula, maji, kwa, beit

kalima, sababu

-ingi, baridi, si, moto

ndio, hapana/la

gani, wapi, hiki/huyu, yule,

wanyama, simba, tembo, nyoka, mamba,

ndege, samaki, paka, mbwa/kelb,

pesa/fedha, jina, lisani

wazi, imefungwa,

li, ta, na, ni


ACTIVITIES

Practice the pronunciation of the words and phrases a lot for two or three days then regularly from time to time.    Focus on improving the clarity and speed of your pronunciation.   Later you can add some more words and grammar.  To make your practice fun, you can write some of the words and phrases on index cards then use them to play easy card games such as Grab, Concentration or Match The Cards.    You can also draw then fill in simple Bingo sheets.   

http://www.yale.edu/swahili/
http://www.tourtokenya.com/tour-to-kenya/swahili-phrases.html
SWAHILI WORDFIND
hello=jambo, goodbye=kwaheri, please=tafadhali, thanks=ahsante, howmuch=beigani, man=bwana, woman=nzuri, where=wapi, you=wewe, food=chakula, water=maji, one=moja
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