BASIC PILIPINO

Pilipino or Tagalog is spoken by about 50 million people as a first or second language.  About 900,000 speak it in the United States including Hawaii and California, making it the sixth most spoken language in the U.S.  It is related to Indonesian and includes many words borrowed from Spanish.   The typical word order is Verb-Subject-Object.  Descriptive adjectives precede nouns.  To make a noun plural put mga before the noun.   Ang means “the” but can also be left out because understood from context.  The verb “to be” is not used but understood, so “The house is big” can be expressed as “House big.”  The word “po” can be put in a sentence to express respect for the person being spoken to, so may be thought of as meaning “sir” or “ma’am.”

SURVIVAL PHRASES

	1. Hello.
	Kumusta./Mabuhay.

	2. What is your name?
	Ano ang pangalan mo?

	3. Do you speak English?
	Nagsasalita ka ba ng Ingles? 

	4. A little.
	Kaunti lang.

	5. I don’t understand.
	Hindi (Hihn-dih) ko maitindihan.

	6. What is that?
	Ano iyon? (That what?)

	7. How much?
	Magkano?

	8. I want it.
	 iyon. (I+want it.)

	9. Please.
	Pakisuyo.

	10. Thanks.
	Salamat.

	11. Where is a bathroom?
	Asan/Nasaan (po) ang banyo?

	12. Goodbye.
	Paalam./Sige.


SOME EXTRA WORDS

	I, you, he, she, 

we, they, 

already, see, go, come, say, day, 

up, down, road, street, money,

with, from, one, good, 

man, and,  or,  woman, 

food, water,  to, house, 

word, because, pero

much, cold, not, hot

yes, no, maybe, name, language, 

where, what, bathroom, English

want, understand, speak

this, that, here, there

1, 2, 3, left, right

later, yesterday, now

big, little, sick
	ako, ikaw (fam.)/kayo (pl, pol.), siya, siya

tayo (inclusive)/kami (exclusive), sila

na, makita, pumunta, dumating, sabi, araw,

pataas, pababâ, daan, lansagan, pera,

kay, taga, isa/uno, mabuti/mabait,

lalaki, at, o, babae,

luku-luko, tubig, sa/patungo, bahay/tahanan,

salitâ, kasi, pero

marami, malamig, hindî, mainit,

oo, hindî, bakâ, ngalan, salitâ

kailan, ano, banyo, Ingles

gusto, maintindihan, magsalitâ,

ito, iyan/iyon, dito, diyan/doon, 

isa/uno, dalawa/dos, tatlo/tres, kaliwa, kanan

mamaya, kahapon, ngayon,

malaki, maliit/munti, maysakit


ACTIVITIES

Practice the pronunciation of the words and phrases a lot for two or three days then regularly from time to time.    Focus on improving the clarity and speed of your pronunciation.   Later you can add some more words and grammar.  To make your practice fun, you can write some of the words and phrases on index cards then use them to play easy card games such as Grab, Concentration or Match The Cards.    You can also draw then fill in simple Bingo sheets.   http://linguanaut.com/english_tagalog
http://www.foreignword.com/dictionary/Tagalog/
