BASIC JAPANESE
 

More than 130 million people speak Japanese.  Most are in Japan but many people also speak it in Brazil, Peru, Hawaii and Guam.  There are three syllable alphabets, but here it is in phonetics.  The word o- is equivalent to “honorable” but is often used with inanimate words, for example: kane=money, but “Okane, kudasai.” = “Honorable+money, please” meaning “Give me the money, please.”  For the words below a=ah/ma, e=eh/pet, i=ee/machine, o=oh/no, u=oo/rude; -oo = a prolonged o sound as in “I said no on that.”  To make the r sound bend your tongue up to the top of your mouth then put it on the back of the alveolar ridge and say the r sound.  

SURVIVAL PHRASES

	1. Hello.
	 Ogenki gozaimasu ka. (Honorable+health being question?)

	2. What is your name?
	 O-namae wa nan desu ka?

(Honorable+name concerning what question?)

	3. Do you speak English?
	 Eigo ga hanashimasu ka? (English emphasis speaking question?)

	4. A little.
	 Sukoshii. 

	5. I don’t understand.
	 Wakarimasen. (Understand+not, -sen=not)

	6. What is that?
	 Sore wa nan desu ka? (That concerning what be question?)

	7. How much?
	 Ikura desu ka? (How+much be question?) 

	8. I want it.
	 Sore wa hoshii desu.  (That concerning desire be.  Japanese uses “that” in place of “it.”)

	9. Please.
	 Kudasai. (Koodahsī.)

	10. Thanks.  
	 Arigatoo.  (Kekkoo desu = No thanks.)

	11. Where is a bathroom?
	 Otoire wa doko desu ka?

	12. Goodbye.
	 Sayonara.


SOME EXTRA WORDS
	I, you, he, she, it

we, you (plural), they, 

already, see, go, come, day, 

up, down, road, street

with, from, one, good, 

man, and, or, 
woman, 

food, water, to, house,  

word, because, 

much, cold, not, hot

yes, no, maybe

money, book
	anata, watashi, kare, kanoja, sore

wareware/watashitachi, anatatachi, karera

sude ni, mimasu, ikimasu, kimasu, hi

ue, shita, michi, toori,

to isshi ni, kare, ichi, yoi/ii,

otoko no hito, soshite (connects sentences) to (connects words)

josei/onna,

tabemono/shokumotsu, omizu, e, ie,

kotoba, nazenaraba,

taihen, samui, de nai/shinai, atsui,

hai, iie,  tabun

okane, hon


ACTIVITIES

Practice the pronunciation of the words and phrases a lot for two or three days then regularly from time to time.    Focus on improving the clarity and speed of your pronunciation.   Later you can add some more words and grammar.  To make your practice fun, you can write some of the words and phrases on index cards then use them to play easy card games such as Grab, Concentration or Match The Cards.    You can also draw then fill in simple Bingo sheets.   
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Common_phrases_in_different_languages
