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BACKGROUND SKETCH
After Mandarin Chinese and English, Hindi is the most spoken language on earth.  It is the main language in northern India although there are many related languages, and many Indians also speak English.    It has been predicted that eventually the population of India will surpass that of China.  There is much interest regarding investment in India’s companies which have been experiencing much growth despite some government red tape and policies.
BASIC GRAMMAR

The usual word order for Hindi is Subject-Object-Verb: I it want. = I want it.   Prepositions go before their objects and in grammar are called “postpositions:” house from = from (a) house.  
Plurals are indicated in different ways as with English, for example, sometimes by adding a special letter or consonant at the end of a word.  However, they are also the same as for the singular form, only distinguished by an additional word such as a preceding number or adjective such as many.  
Nouns change form depending on if they are acting as subject, object of a verb etc, but a native speaker can generally figure out what a non-native speaker is saying, for example, from context and if the other person uses good pronunciation with sufficient vocabulary.  
Similarly, verbs change forms depending upon the subject pronoun and tense.  Again, though, even if a person learns only the basic or infinitive form, a thoughtful native speaker can often determine what is meant via context and pronunciation.
PRONUNCIATION

VOWELS: a= but, aa= ma, e= let, i= in, ii= green, o= no, u= rude or moon; 
ai= the sound of a (but) followed by i (in) sounding somewhat similar to the English pronoun “I” to some people and more like –ay as in “day” to others, but actually different.

-N indicates that a vowel is nasalized (said through the nose)

CONSONANTS: chh= an extra long soft, breathy  ch; -h = house including when the –h is right after a consonant as with bh or ph (note ph is p+h, not an f sound); except with dh which is as in the, and except with th which is as in thin; kh = the ch in Scottish loch or German ach (a rasped H-like sound)
BASIC ENGLISH-HINDI DICTIONARY

a


substitute with the word “one” which is ek

about
(almost)
lagabhag

about (concerning)
...ko, ...liye



again


phira, ek baara aur

all


saba

already


pahale se

and


aura, vaa

animal


pashu, jantu

be


haiN
beautiful

sundara

beer


biyar

big


badaa, mahaan

black


kaalaa
blue


niilaa
bread


rotii, breda
bring


le aanaa

but


parantu, kintu

buy


khariidanaa

car


kaar

child


santaana, bachhaa

cold


thandaa, sard
color


rang

come


aanaa

curry


saalan

day


din

die


marnaa

do


karanaa

dog


kutta

down


niiche

eye


aaNkh
face


mukha

father


pita, pitaaji, bapa
flower


phuul

food


ahara, bhojana, khana
friend


mitra
from


se
gasoline

gaisa, petrol

get


paanaa

give


denaa

go


jaanaa

god


iishvara…

good


achhaa, kshema
goodbye

namaste, namaskaar, rama rama
green


haraa
hand (noun)

haatha, hasta

have


rakhanaa

he (familiar)

voh

he (polite)

veh

hear


sunanaa

hello


namaste, namaskaar
here


yahaaN

hot


garam, garma
honey


madhu

house, abode

ghara, makaan

how much?

kitne paise
I


maiN
if


yada, agara

in 


bhiitara, andara

it


yeh

kill


maara daalanaa

kiss


chumbana karanaa

lake


jhiila, taala

language

bhaashaa

man


admi, purusha, nara
many


bahut

money


paisaa
moon


chaNdra
more


dyaadaa

mother


maataji, maa
much


bahut
my


mera

name


naam
need


chaahanaa 

night


raat
no


nahiN, na
not


nahiN, na, mata
number

ikaai

of


se, vaaste

one


ek

peace


amana, sandhi.....

pen


kalam

pencil


pensil

people


basaanaa

person 


manushya, jana
plant


vanaspati

please


kripyaa

possible

mumkin

read


pedhanaa

red


alal

rice


chaaval

river


dariya, nadii
road


raastaa, sadaka, patha.....
see


dekhnaa

sell


bechanaa

she (familiar)

voh

she (polite)

veh

sick


bimaar

small


chhota

snake


saaNnpa, naaga

soap


saabun

soup


shorabaa, sup

speak


bolnaa

star


taara todaana
take


pakadanaa

tea


chaa, chai
thanks


dhanyavaad, shukriyaa
similar


samaana

that


vah

there


vahaaN

therefore

isakaaranaa, .....

same


vahii

the


you can substitute with this/that: vaha,yaha,vahii

they (familiar)

voh

they (polite)

veh

this


yeh
three


tiin

time


samaii 
to


ora

today


aaj

toilet


taayalat
town


kasbaa
tree


peda

two


do

understand

samajhanaa

up


upar

want (desire)

chhaahanaa 
war


yuddha

was; were

tha, thi, thi; the

water


paani, jal
we


ham

very


satya, thiika.....
weather

havaa meN rakhanaa, mausam
where?


kahaan?

what?


kyaa
white


saphed, sufed

will.... (shall)

VERB+unge (or: -ege.....)

wind


havaa
with


…saath se
woman


aurat, naari
word


shabda

write


likhana

yes


haN

you (informal)

tu
wine


madiraa, madya

you (polite)

aap

you (plural)

tum

your (informal)
tumharaa

your (polite)

aapkaa
above after among another back because before by can first government however know make might must now off only other out over own say should so still such some than think through too under use way where work world year
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THE HINDI ALPHABET
TRANSCRIPTION PRONUNCIATION

LETTER
a


but










aa


ma







b


bee






bh


boo  breathy b



ch


chose






chh

chew (long ch)






d


doe






d


doe with tongue 






curled back some
dh


the







dh


though with 
      





tongue curled 




back some
e


let







ei


made






f


fin







g


go







gh    

ugh
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h


he







i


pit







ii


green 






j


job







jh


jet   a long soft j
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k


key






kh


a light gargling






sound

ksh

k followed by sh






as in shoe

l


lip







m


me







n


no







n


no with tongue 






curled back



o


old







ō 


oat
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p


pea






r


red







s


sun






sh


shut






shh

shut but breathy



t


tee







t


toe
 with tongue






curled back 
th


thin






th


thin with tongue







curled back

u


put







uu


moon






v


vote but close to






the sound of woe


y


yes







psalm

alm






ah


a but with the h






pronounced

LEARN MORE
http://sanskritdocuments.org/hindi/dict/eng-hin-itrans.html
http://www.freelang.net/online/hindi.php?lg=gb
http://www.yourdictionary.com/languages/indoiran.html
http://wikitravel.org/en/Hindi
