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The Balinese Indonesian writer A.A. Pandji Tisna wrote many novels.  Beyond doubt his greatest and most influential novel is the one which has a title that in English means Swasta's Year In Bedahulu.   Briefly the novel's plot is as follows.

 
The young man Swasta travels north to the Kingdom of Bedahulu where, although barehanded, he slays an attacking tiger one stormy night, is invited by the queen to stay at her beautiful capital, falls in love with a pretty, royal attendant named Nogati.  

Finally along with his cousin Jadara must fight to save the lives of the two's girlfriends from some evil religiously bigoted noblemen, an achievement that they accomplish while a volcano is exploding; but, then, alas, Nogati tells Swasta that she must still fulfill her prior vow to become a Buddhist nun.   
At year's end Swasta returns south puzzling about women and fate.  However, although feeling let down by Nogati, he is not alone as the loyal servant Sudranta eagerly goes with him.

 

So, what can be said of the novel?  For one thing, Swasta's Year In Bedahulu (titled I Swasta Setahun Di Bedahulu in Indonesian) is remindful of a painting that accomplishes many objectives.  Besides the skillfully delivered theme of religious tolerance, it gives a relatively strong role to women, that is Nogati and her friend, Jadara's girlfriend, Mergayawati.  
In doing so, A. A. Pandji Tisna was far ahead of his time in pioneering a greater role for female literary characters.  The novel in passing also depicts much of Bali's natural beauty along with some of its interesting arts and customs, in line with the author's desire to let others know more of the island and spark more tourism.   

 

As the author once wrote was his intent, a primary objective for his novel was to promote a love of Balinese-Indonesian history.  A natural if subtle attendant of history is nationalism, and this is also important since at the time of writing, the Dutch were still occupying Indonesia including Bali.  
Given the drama of his novels and their enhanced roles for female characters, it is not surprising that some of A.A. Pandji Tisna's works such as Sukreni... and Rawit... have already been translated into Dutch, English, Japanese, Sinhalese, French, and German, or that posthumously Sukreni was made into a TV series in Indonesia.
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