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Bali is an island in Indonesia, sometimes called the Island of the Gods because of its incredible beauty.   It is a famous destination for tourists including movie stars and international political leaders.  

Bali es una isla en Indonesia, a veces llamado la Isla de los Dioses a causa de su belleza increible.  Es destino famoso para los turistas incluyendo estrellas de peliculas y lideres politicos internacionales.
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Gamelan musicians; courtesy of wikipedia.org

The capital is Denpasar on the south side of Bali.   The island is also famous for its numerous artists in all areas including architecture, dance and drama, gamelan and other kinds of music, sculptures in wood and stone,  painting;  beautiful work and creations done in jewelry, with leather and metals.  
 

La capital es Denpasar al lado del sur de Bali.  La isla es famosa para sus artistas numerosas en todas area incluyendo la arquitectura, el baile y la drama, el gamelan y otros tipos de musica, esculturas en madera y piedra, las pinturas; obras y creaciones hermosas hechas en la joyeria con el cuero y los metales.
The first people on Bali were Polynesian.  Hindus came from India about 100 B.C.  and from about 1300 to 1500 Bali was part of the Empire of Majapahit which came from eastern Java.  When the empire fell many artists and priests moved from Java to Bali.
 

La primera gente en Bali fueron polinesiana.  Los hindus vinieron de India a eso de 100 B.C. y de casi 1300 a 1500 Bali fue parte del Imperio de Madyapajit lo cual vino de Java del este.  Cuando el imperio se cayo muchos artistas y sacerdotes mudieron de Java a Bali.
Europeans including the Dutch began to arrive in the late 1500s.  Holland conquered Bali in the 1800s although the Balinese resisted heroically.  After World War II ended and the Japanese army left, the Dutch returned.  
 

Los europeanos incluyendo los holandeses empezaron a llegar en los ultimos 1500s.  Holanda conquisto Bali en los 1800s aunque los Balinesos resistieron heroicamente.
 

However I Gusti Ngurah Rai and other Balinese resisted even to death, and in 1949 all Indonesia became free.   Also in 1965 political violence in Indonesia led to the deaths of many Balinese.
 

Sin embargo I Gusti Ngurah Rai y otros balineses resistieron aun hasta la muerte, y en 1949 todo de Indonesia se hizo libre.  En 1965 la violencia politica tambien resulto en las muertes de muchos balineses.
However, Bali is mostly a place of peace with beauty.  Hoping to destroy tourism on the island, Muslim militants exploded bombs in tourist areas in the early 2000s, but their efforts failed.   
 

Sin embargo, Bali es en la mayoria un lugar de la paz con la hermosura.  Con la intencion de destuir el turismo, militante musulmanes explodaron bombas en areas turisticas en los tempranos 2000s, pero sus esfuerzos no tuvieron exito.
 

Many tourists go from the international airport up to the Lovina Beach area in North Bali which is even quieter than southern Bali.  Its tourism was pioneered by the island's last rajah, Anak Agung Pandji Tisna (1908-1978).
 

Muchos turistas van del aeropuerto internacional a la Playa Lovina en Bali del Norte lo cual es aun mas tranquilo que Bali del sur.  Su turismo fue creido por el ultimo raja de la isla, Anak Agung Pandji Tisna (1908-1978). 
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Tisna family remembering patriarch A.A.Pandji Tisna; 
photo by Terry Tisna

 Considered by many to have been one of Bali’s greatest modern leaders, A.A. Pandji Tisna was successful in matters of economics, government, education, religion and literature.  His novels included I Swasta Setahun Di Bedahulu (Swasta’s Year In Bedahulu).   He became the first member of Balinese royalty to become a Christian, active as a Presbyterian.
 

Hindu priest Ida Pedanda Ngurah lived at Blayu during the 1800s.  He wrote important traditional poetry.   Padanda Wayan Kekeran of Taman Intaran Sanur, Badung and I Gusti Putu Jlantik of Buleleng were also noted writers.  http://72.14.203.104/search?q=cache:W9rcQ2dOCjMJ:coombs.anu.edu.au/ASAA/conference/proceedings/Creese-HM-ASAA2004.pdf+Ida+Pedanda+Ngurah+poetry&hl=en&gl=us&ct=clnk&cd=2
 

Ida Pedanda Sediman of Sanur, also a Hindu priest, lived 1858-1984, a total of 126 years.  He not only wrote important poetry but was also an artist and architect.    
http://bali-online.com/news/2006/08/15/bali-island-is-full-of-uniqueness/
 

I Gusti Nyoman Lempad was one of Bali's many famous artists.   He lived from 1862 to 1978 or 116 years old.  He was born in Bedahulu but mostly lived in Ubud.  http://www.museumneka.com/ArtistDetails.asp?Name=I%20Gusti%20Nyoman%20Lempad  
 

Many non-Balinese have also been inspired by visiting or living in Bali.  Among those are Miguel Covarrubias, a professor of art history from the National School of Antropology in Mexico.  He drew and painted pictures of Bali and  published Island Of  Bali in 1937.   Two others were Antonio Maria Blanco of Spain and Walter Spies of Germany.
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Sukarno who was part Balinese - photo credit: loc.gov

 
Indonesia's first president, Sukarno, was not from Bali, but his mother was.  However both Sukarno and his daughter Megawati who became Indonesia's fifth president, visited the island for family and cultural reasons as well as to obtain and keep the support of its people.
 

The island is also noted for its many restaurants and foods which include many tropical fruits not seen or eaten in America or Europe.  There are many excellent hotels such as the White Rose and Pelangi Bali at Kuta.  The Lovina Beach area on the north shore of Bali includes the Lovina Beach Hotel. 
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