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Alabama became the 22nd state in 1819.   The state capital is Montgomery but the largest city is Birmingham.  It has 4.5 million people.  
The state produces cotton, soybeans, sorghum, corn, peanuts, peaches, cattle, milk, chickens, eggs, devices for aero-space and electronics, car parts, hydroelectric power and steel.  It has mines of coal, iron and limestone.   
Major Rivers are the Tombigbee, Alabama, Tennessee and Chattahoochee.  Major lakes are Guntersville, Wilson, Martin, Lewis Smith and West Point.   
Alabama is on the Gulf of Mexico, and the city of Mobile is an important seaport.  About 92% of the people say they are Christians.  Of those about about 80% are Protestants.   About 50% of the Protestants are Baptists.

The state bird is the Yellowhammer.  The Wild Turkey (Meleagris gallopavo) is the game bird.  The state flower is the Camellia (Camellia japonica).  The state tree is the Southern longleaf pine (Pinus palustris).   The Eastern Tiger Swallowtail is the state butterfly, and the state insect is the Monarch butterfly.  
The Tarpon is the saltwater fish, and the largemouth fish is the freshwater fish.  The red-bellied turtle is the reptile.  The pecan is the state nut.  The state rock is marble.   Its name is from the Creek language, and it means Town of the Tribe.  
The state motto is in Latin, and it means “We Dare Defend Our Rights.”  The state song is Alabama.  Two nicknames are The Heart Of Dixie and The Yellowhammer State.  
About 8% of people in Alabama say they had English ancestors, 8% Irish, 6% German, 2% Scots-Irish, 2% Hispanic.  About 73% are Caucasian and almost 27% are Afro-American.

Probably about 1000 BC Native Americans in what is now Alabama began to trade a lot with Native Ameicans in the northeast part of North America, connected via the Ohio River.  The trade stopped after Europeans came.  
At that time the Native American nations in Alabama included the Choctaw, Chickasaw, Cherokee, Creek, Alabama, and Mobile.  Their agriculture was influenced by civilizations in what is now Mexico.   

The French, British and Spanish fought for land against the Native Americans, and later U.S. soldiers did the same.  The state had many Afro-American slaves.  Many worked on cotton plantations.  During the Civil War it was part of the Confederate States of America.  
The Civil Rights movement was very active against racial discrimination in Alabama in the 1960s.   The state often has thunderstorms and tornadoes.  Hurricanes have hit the Mobile area.  However, there is rarely any snow.
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LEARN MORE
http://50states.com/alabama.htm
http://flickr.com/search/?q=Alabama&m=text
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama
http://50states.com/bio/alabama.htm
http://www.informationbirmingham.com/
